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"PRICE-LISTS  AJV7>  CIRCULARS. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  the  pioneer  of  the  method  of 
distributing  price-lists  and  circulars  to  the  trade  in  its 
Summer  and  Winter  Issues.  The  system  has  been  in  force 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  is  as  effective  as  it  is  popular. 
Distribution  to  the  best  buyers  in  the  world  is  ensured,  and 
that  is  not  the  case  when  price-lists  are  sent  singly  by  post — 
e.g.,  reports  received  from  Australasia  show  that  "  tons  "  of 
price-lists  and  dutiable  matter  on  which  the  tax  has  not  been 
paid  are  destroyed  by  the  authorities.  The  Summer  and 
Winter  Numbers  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  containing 
such  price-lists  and  circulars  are  not  so  treated,  because  the 
demands  of  the  Customs  are  complied  with,  hence  the  copies 
are  promptly  delivered  to  the  advantage  of  advertisers.  The 
next  opportunity  for  sending  out  price-lists  and  circulars  will 
be  with  the  Summer  Number  to  be  published  on  July  27,  1907. 
The  Publisher  invites  up-to-date  firms  to  write  to  him  at  the 
Head  Office  for  conditions  and  terms. 

-PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS. 

The  exemption  of  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies 
from  medicine  stamp-duty  requires  that  the  formulas  for 
the  preparations  shall  be  published  in  a  well-known  book  of 
reference,  or  their  composition  otherwise  disclosed.  "Phar- 
maceutical Formulas  "  was  the  first  book,  after  the  B.P.,  ap- 
proved by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  and  any  of  our 
readers  who  may  wish  their  formulas  published  in  it  should 
send  them  to  the  Editor,  42  Cannon  Street,  E.C,  each  formula 
being  written  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper. 


Summary 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  grist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance 
what  has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents  "  in 
the  first  column. 


The  Body-name  Case  is  not  to  go  further  (p.  803). 

The  Cape  Poisons  Schedule  has  been  added  to  ;  exporters, 
please  note  (p.  789} . 

Chemists'  Assistants  in  Germany  have  a  Union  which  is 
powerful  and  active  in  their  interests  (p.  786). 

Photographic  Chemists  will  find  some  useful  and  novel  in- 
formation on  bromide-toning  in  the  article  on  p.  808. 

The  American  Plan  of  price-protection  inaugurated  by  the 
N.A.R.D.  has  been  held  to  be  illegal.  We  give  particulars 
on  p.  800. 

An  Aberdeen  Chemist  has  for  the  fourth  time  been  fined 
40/.  for  shebeening — i.e.,  selling  spirituous  liquors  without  a 
licence  (p.  783). 

Under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1906,  a  number  of 
diseases  have  been  added  which  will  affect  the  interests  of  the 
drug-trade  (p.  782). 

Another  Facsimile  Prescription  for  transcription  and 
translation  is  given  on  p.  798,  where  also  the  result  of  the  last 
problem  is  reported. 

The  manufacture  of  vinegar  is  clearly  described  in  an  article 
by  Mr.  John  Evans,  who  from  personal  knowledge  gives 
some  interesting  particulars  (p.  809). 

Several  Dispensing  Problems  are  discussed  in  our  corre- 
spondence pages,  and  are  worth  the  attention  of  students  as 
well  as  of  more  experienced  dispensers  (p.  817). 

Are  all  sales  of  poisons  by  wholesale  exempt  from  the  full 
conditions  of  Section  17?  This  question  has  been  raised,  and 
in  discussing  it  we  reply  in  the  negative  (p.  802). 

Each  Person  who  was  registered  as  a  chemist  and  druggist 
in  Great  Britain  last  year  represented  10/.  of  profit  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  says  "  Xrayser  "  (p.  799). 

The  Dundee  Butter  of  Antimony  Case  is  again  reported,  a 
local  pharmacist  being  sued  for  damages  by  the  father  of  a 
girl  to  whose  head  the  solution  was  applied  (p.  794). 

We  continue  our  medical  contributor's  observations  on 
cathartics  and  chologogues,  those  dealt  with  this  week  in- 
cluding jalap  and  other  vegetable  medicines  (p.  807). 

The  Corner  for  Students  Competition  this  month  was  not 
keen.  Messrs.  W.  Sivertsen  and  A.  A.  Auger  are  the  prize- 
winners. Students  should  write  now  for  the  next  mixture  of 
salts  (p.  780). 

Users  of  Industrial  Methylated  Spirit  are  now  to  be 
required  to  make  a  return  of  the  uses  to  which  the  spirit  was 
put  during  the  past  year.  This  and  other  spirit  matters  are 
discussed  on  p.  801. 

"  Xrayser  "  is  this  week  reminiscent  as  regards  last  week's 
meetings.  He  conjures  up  the  spectacle  of  a  thousand 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  attending  the  annual 
meeting.    What  would  happen  ?  (p.  799). 

The  Jubilee  of  the  Societe  Chimique  de  France  was  cele- 
brated in  Paris  last  week,  and  was  international  in  character. 
Wre  print  an  interesting  and  informative  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, with  photographic  illustrations  (p.  792). 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  British  Dental  Association  a 
member  advocated  that  the  teeth  of  all  children  attending 
elementary  schools  in  this  country  should  be  looked  after  by 
the  State.    This  would  cost  1,200,000/.  a  year  (p.  781). 

The  business  done  by  co-operative  societies  in  &rcat  Britain 
during  1906  was  valued  at  97,933,757/.  This  was  stated  at  the 
Co-operative  Congress,  where  also  a  motion  protesting  against 
the  Pharmacy  Bill  and  favouring  packet-poisons  was  passed 
(p.  791). 

E'ew  changes  have  transpired  in  the  drug  and  chemical 
markets,  as  business  has  been  partially  suspended  and  no 
auctions  of  drugs  or  spices  have  been  held.  Glycerin  has 
advanced  21.  per  ton  as  anticipated.  Aloes  is  tending  firmer 
and  in  good  demand.  Cascara  sagrada  is  steady,  and  guarana 
is  excessively  scarce.  New  French  rosemary  oil  is  both  good 
and  cheap.    Menthol  is  easier  (p.  813). 

This  number  of  the  C.  &  D.  is  typical  of  the  valuable  nature 
of  this  journal  to  all  sections  of  pharmacy  and  the  drug-trade. 
The  news  sections  embrace  special  information  from  many 
quarters,  and  there  are  business,  commercial,  chemical, 
medical,  and  pharmaceutical  articles  in  it  which  those  directly 
interested  can  profitably  utilise. 
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Corner  for  Stuoents. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication.  The 
reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not  to  be 
dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis  for  Junior  Students. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  will  comprise  acids  and  inorganic  bases  occur- 
ring in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  is  to  be  submitted 
to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all  its  constituents 
are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  sub- 
stances detected  are  the  only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of 
salts  (accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope, 
not  a  stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday, 
May  28,  and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following 
day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday, 
June  8.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account 
of  the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  con- 
stituents detected.  In  the  list  any  substance  regarded  as 
an  accidental  impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the 
essential  constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Special  Notice. — The  prizes  in  this  series  of  analyses  will 
be  awarded  only  to  apprentices  or  assistants  who  are  pre- 
paring for  the  Qualifying  examination  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  or  of  Ireland,  which  fact  must  be 
attested  on  their  reports.  Others  may  obtain  specimens  of 
the  mixture  of  salts,  and  their  reports  will  be  separately 
adjudicated,  but  they  will  be  regarded  as  hors  concours. 
Correspondents  who  do  not  state  that  they  are  preparing  for 
a  qualifying  examination  will  be  included  in  the  latter  list. 
Reports. 

The  powder  distributed  to  students  on  April  24  consisted 
of  equal  parts  by  weight  of  anhydrous  calcium  sulphate, 
potassium  hydrogen  tartrate,  and  sodium  hydrogen  car- 
bonate.   The  calculated  composition  of  such  a  mixture  is  : 

Ca    '   9.8 

K    6.9 

Na    9.1 

SO,   ...      ...  23.5 

C.H,06    26.2 

CO   23.8 

H    0.6 

99.9 

The  powder  also  contained,  as  impurities,  distinct  traces 
of  magnesium  and  of  insoluble  siliceous  matter,  and  minute 
traces  of  iron  and  chlorine. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  twenty-five 
students,  and  seven  reports  were  sent  in  for  examination. 
Calcium,  sodium,  and  the  carbonic  radical  were  detected 
by  all  those  who  sent  in  reports;  there  was  one  failure 
in  the  detection  of  potassium,  while  the  sulphuric  and  tar- 
taric radicals  were  each  missed  by  two  students. 

This  month's  exercise  was  simpler,  on  the  whole,  than 
those  of  the  tournament  series  just  completed,  but  still  its 
own  difficulties  presented  one  or  two  points  of  interest. 

In  the  first  place,  a  slight  insoluble  residue  was  left  when 
the  powder  was  boiled  with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid.  This 
residue  consisted  of  siliceous  matter  present  in  the  calcium 
sulphate.  Its  presence  was  not  noted  by  any  of  our  corre- 
spondents, and  hence,  presumably,  it  had  wholly  escaped 
their  vigilance. 


In  the  systematic  analysis,^  when  the  organic  matter  had 
been  destroyed  by  ignition  and  the  hydrochloric-acid  ex- 
tract from  the  residue  was  neutralised  with  ammonia  to 
precipitate  iron,  chromium,  and  aluminium  as  hydroxides, 
a  white  precipitate  was  formed  if  the  solution  was  not  too 
dilute.  In  our  hands  a  well-marked  crystalline  precipitate 
was  gradually  formed  at  this  stage,  and  one  student  reported 
having  similarly  obtained  a  white  precipitate,  which  he 
supposed  to  consist  of  aluminium  hydroxide.  The  writers 
of  the  other  reports  did  not  observe,  or  did  not  report, 
any  precipitate.  In  our  own  case  the  precipitate  consisted 
of  calcium  sulphate,  and  its  deposition  was  due  to  the 
neutralisation  of  the  hydrochloric  acid,  in  which  calcium 
sulphate  is  somewhat  readily  soluble.  We  believe  that  the 
student  who  reported  aluminium  hydroxide  had  a  precipitate 
of  the  same  description  in  his  hands.  The  precipitation  of 
calcium  sulphate,  and  more  particularly  of  strontium  sul- 
phate, at  this  stage  is  by  no  means  uncommon,  and  students 
should  be  alert  with  respect  to  the  matter  when  they  find 
calcium  or  strontium  and  the  sulphuric  radical  to  be  present 
in  a  mixture. 

The  matter  which  presented  the  greatest  difficulty  to  our 
correspondents,  and  which  was,  at  the  same  time,  the  most 
serious  difficulty  of  the  analysis,  was  the  proof  of  the 
presence  of  a  tartrate  and  of  the  absence  of  a  citrate.  This 
is  a  point  to  which  our  correspondents  would  do  well  to 
devote  something  more  than  a  mere  passing  attention. 
There  are  few  subjects  in  analytical  chemistry  concerning 
which  a  short  practical  study  will  do  more  to  dispel  illusory 
ideas,  derived  from  dogmatic  statements  in  text-books,  than 
this  one  of  the  reactions  of  solutions  of  tartrates  and 
citrates.  We  are  confident  that  our  correspondents  will 
learn  a  great  deal  by  carefully  trying  the  reactions  of  these 
two  sets  of  salts,  with  separate  solutions  of  each,  both 
concentrated  and  dilute,  and  further  by  trying  the  methods 
of  side-by-side  recognition  and  of  separation  commonly 
given  in  text-books  of  analytical  chemistry,  employing 
mixtures  of  both  sets  of  salts  in  different  proportions  and 
in  varying  degrees  of  concentration.  In  no  other  way  can 
adequate  ideas  of  the  relative  reliability  of  the  various 
reactions  and  methods  be  obtained. 

The  magnesium,  which  was  present  as  an  impurity,  was 
more  than  a  mere  trace.  After  the  complete  removal  of  the 
calcium,  the  ignition  to  drive  off  ammonium  salts,  and  the 
concentration  of  the  magnesium  into  a  very  small  volume 
of  solution,  the  formation  of  a  precipitate  on  adding 
ammonia  and  ammonium  phosphate  was  well  marked,  and 
the  crystalline  character  of  the  precipitate  was  very  dis- 
tinct. 

Prizes. 

The  first  prize  has  been  awarded  to — 
Werner    Sivertsen,    17    Newton    Road,  Mumbles 
R.S.O.,  Glamorganshire. 
The  second  prize  has  been  awarded  to — 
Arthur  A.  Auger,  10  Montrose  Avenue,  West  Dids- 
bury,  Manchester. 
First  Prize.—  Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a 
price  not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about 
five  shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are^  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  namin 
they  select. 

Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 

1.  Competitors  who  are  unqualified  : 
Werner    Sivertsen    (first       j  Operose 

prize)   94  Salguod 

Arthur  A.  Auger  (second       I  Micros 

prize)   93  ]  F.  P  

2.  Qualified: 

Zingib  96 


the  book  or  books 
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To  Correspondents. 

Werner  Sivertsen. — Note  that  boric  acid  imparts  a  reddish 
colour  to  turmeric  paper,  and  that  this  is  changed  to  green  by 
sodium  hydroxide.  The  flame-test  for  potassium  can  only  be 
applied  satisfactorily  after  the  removal  of  the  metals  of  the 
barium  and  preceding  groups. 

Arthur  A.  Auger. — The  original  powder  really  contained 
bicarbonate  and  not  carbonate,  but  if  you  consider  its  com- 
position as  stated  above  you  will  easily  perceive  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for.you  to  ascertain  this  by  qualitative  examina- 
tion of  an  aqueous  extract. 

Operose.—  Barium  chloride  does  not  produce  an  immediate 
precipitate  in  very  dilute  solutions  of  sulphates,  and  hence  it 
is  well  to  allow  the  mixture  to  stand  for  at  least  five  minutes 
before  concluding  that  the  sulphuric  radical  is  absent.  You 
should  devote  some  time  to  studying,  with  the  substances 
themselves,  the  more  striking  differences  in  the  reactions  of 
tartrates  and  citrates. 

Salguod. — Carnot's  test  (like  the  other  tests)  for  potassium 
is,  as  a  rule,  inapplicable  to  solutions  of  original  mixtures: 
the  metals  of  preceding  groups  and  ammonium  salts  should 
first  be  got  rid  of.  You  do  not  appear  to  have  tested  for  the 
sulphuric  radical.  Read  the  last  sentence  of  the  reply  im- 
mediately preceding. 

Micros. — The  precipitate  which  you  supposed  to  be  alu- 
minium hydroxide  most  probably  consisted  of  calcium  sul- 
phate :  see  the  general  remarks.  Read  also  the  last  sentence 
of  the  reply  to  "  Operose." 

F.  P. — The  proportion  of  potassium  present  was  consider- 
able, and  the  method  for  its  detection  which  you  describe,  if 
properly  carried  out,  should  have  revealed  its  presence  :  why 
it  failed  to  do  so  we  cannot  say.  You  should  have  added  to 
your  report  a  summary  of  the  constituents  found.  Read  also 
the  last  sentence  of  the  reply  to  "  Operose." 

Zingib.— If  the  sodium-carbonate  extract  had  been  exactly 
neutralised  before  silver  nitrate  was  added  to  it  a  precipi- 
tate of  silver  tartrate  would  have  been  obtained,  but  since 
you  did  not  get  any  precipitate  the  solution  you  tested  must 
have  contained  excess  either  of  nitric  acid  or  of  ammonia, 
in  both  of  which  silver  tartrate  is  easily  soluble.  Being  quali- 
fied you  are  not  eligible  for  a  monthly  prize. 


These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  readers  of  this  journal  on  ap- 
plication (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher  of  "The  Chemist 
and  Drug-gist,"  43  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Brachvogel,  John  K.  Industrial  Alcohol:  Its  Manufacture 
and  Uses.  A  practical  treatise.  9;jx5f.  Pp.  528.  16s.  bd. 
net.  (Constable.) 

Brodie,  James  A.  F.,  F.S.S.  Nitrate  Facts  and  Figures. 
2s.  6c?.  (F.  C.  Mathieson  &  Sons.)  [This  is  a  brochure  giving 
the  names  and  particulars  of  the  nitrate-producing  companies 
in  which  British  capital  estimated  at  well  over  ten  millions 
sterling  is  invested.  The  author  is  not  satisfied  with  the  bare 
statements  contained  in  the  annual  balance-sheets  of  the 
various  companies,  and  asks  the  directors  for  "facts"  con- 
cerning the  working  ot  the  combination.] 

Freeman,  W.  G.,  and  Chandler,  S.  E.  The  World's  Com- 
mercial Products:  A  Descriptive  Account  of  the  Economic 
Plants  of  the  World  and  of  their  Commercial  Uses.  llx8A. 
Pp.  400.    10s.  bd.  net.  (Pitman.) 

Gadd,  W.  H.  Synopsis  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1898. 
4ix2|.    Pp.228.    6th  edit,    ls.net.  (Bailliere.) 

Smith,  J.  W.  The  Law  of  Bills,  Cheques,  Notes,  and 
I.O.U.s.  7x4i  Pp.  193.  Is.  bd.  net.  (E.  Wilson,  54  Thread- 
needle  Street,  E.C.)  [A  concise  exposition  of  the  law  of  in- 
land negotiable  instruments  as  codified  in  the  Bills  of  Ex- 
change Act,  1882.  The  book  includes  chapters  on  cheques, 
bills  of  exchange,  and  promissory  notes.] 

Thresh,  J.  C.  Methode  simple  pour  V analyse  de  I'eau. 
6fx4|.  Pp.  62.  (Churchill.}  [This  is  the  French  edition  of 
Dr.  Thresh's  little  book,  in  which  a  simple  process  of  analysing 
water  by  means  of  soloids  is  worked  out.  It  has  been  trans- 
lated by  Dr.  Magnier  and  Dr.  Thiry,  of  Nancy,  and  is  obtain- 
able in  England  from  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.] 

Tuckey,  C.  L.  Treatment  by  Hypnotism  and  Suggestion ; 
or,  Psycho-therapeutics.  5th  edit.  8|x5i.  Pp.446.  10s.  bd. 
net.  (Bailliere.) 

Shaw,  John,  M.D.  Cancer:  A  Working  Theory  for  its  Pre- 
vention and  Cure.  8£x5£.  Pp.  24.  Paper  covers.  Is.  net. 
(Turney.) 

Step,  E.  Wayside  and  Woodland  Trees:  A  Pocket  Guide 
to  the  British  Sylva.    6£x4£.    Pp.  182.    6s.  (Warne.) 


Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

The  Coventry  Dispensary  Committee  have  filled  the 
vacancies  by  the  appointment  of  Drs.  Inman  and  Burke,  of 
London,  and  Dr.  Ellis,  of  Coventry. 

A  party  of  the  managing  directors  and  branch  managers 
of  Messrs.  J.  Savage  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists,  Bradford,  had 
an  enjoyable  three-days'  tour  in  the  Lake  District  during 
Whitsuntide. 

At  Norfolk  Licensing  Sessions  on  May  14,  an  off  wine- 
licence  was  granted  to  Mr.  J.  S.  Dent,  chemist  and  druggist, 
East  Dereham,  "on  an  honourable  understanding  that  the 
licence  was  not  intended  for  the  sale  of  ordinary  wine." 

An  interesting  Travel  Exhibition  was  opened  at  the  Horti- 
cultural Hall,  Vincent  Square,  last  Saturday,  and  will 
remain  open  until  June  8.  Amongst  the  exhibits  is  one  of 
Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  Indian  showcases  con- 
taining "tabloid"  medicine-chest  equipments  and  relics  of 
that  class  which  have  been  to  all  ends  of  the  earth. 

There  is  at  present  in  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Art  Museum  an  interesting  pharmacy  vase  lent  by  the 
Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  South  Kensington  (see 
C.  &  D.,  January  27,  1900).  It  is  of  the  albarello  shape, 
of  enamelled  buff-coloured  Faenza  earthenware.  Painted  in 
colours  on  the  front  is  a  label  with  the  name  of  the  drug 
"  Diatrio  Pipero,"  above  which  is  a  shield  containing  the 
letters  "  S.  A.,"  surmounted  by  a  patriarchal  cross. 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square  on  Tuesday,  May  14.  Present  : 
Messrs.  Thos.  Tyrer  (President)  in  the  chair,  Greenish, 
Holmes,  Naylor,  Ransom,  and  Symes  (Vice-Presidents), 
J.  C.  Umney  (Treasurer),  Pec'k  and  White  (Hon.  Secre- 
taries), Alcock,  Finnemore,  Gadd,  Martindale,  and  Tocher. 
Apologies  for  absence  were  received  from  Messrs.  Dott, 
Gerrard,  Kemp,  Kirkby,  Martin,  Thompson,  and  Walsh. 
The  minutes  of  previous  meeting  having  been  read  and  con- 
firmed, the  Treasurer  submitted  a  proof  of  an  "  Order  on 
Bankers  "  to  pay  subscriptions  as  suggested  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. This  was  approved,  and  authorised  for  despatch  with 
circulars  re  annual  meeting.  The  Treasurer  reported  that 
he  had  collected  sufficient  subscriptions  to  cancel  the  adverse 
balance  on  Index  account.  A  proof  of  the  pink  circular  re 
the  Manchester  meeting  was  considered  and  approved,  after 
a  few  alterations  had  been  suggested,  principally  relating 
to  the  gatherings  on  Friday  and  the  meeting  of  the  Federa- 
tion of  Local  Associations.  The  questions  of  the  place  of 
meeting  and  President  for  1908  were  discussed  and  ad- 
journed until  the  next  meeting.  The  following  sixteen 
gentlemen  were  elected  to  membership  :  Messrs.  John  Cle- 
worth,  J.  W.  Gill,  A.  Haus,  J.  McDougall,  G.  L.  Marsden, 
T.  Miller,  G.  A.  Mallinson,  H.  Stout,  Chas.  Swinn,  E.  J.  W. 
Thorpe,  and  Walter  Woodruff  (Manchester)  ;  A.  Simpson, 
Stalybridge ;  P.  A.  Self,  London;  J.  H.  Barnes,  India;  J. 
Hargreaves,  Toronto;  and  A.  C.  Saxby,  Cheltenham. 

British  Dental  Association. 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  opened  at 
Cardiff  on  Saturday,  May  18,  and  terminated  on  Tuesday 
evening,  May  21.  Nearly  250  members  were  in  attendance. 
It  was  reported  that  the  total  membership  is  1,620,  an  increase 
of  ninety  on  the  year.  The  Association  is  now  the  largest 
voluntary  Association  of  dentists  in  the  world,  the  member- 
ship exceeding  60  per  cent,  of  the  registered  licentiates  in 
dental  surgery  and  32  per  cent,  of  all  registered  dentists. 
In  regard  to  finances,  the  credit  surplus  shown  amounted  to 
3,233^.  The  Representative  Board  submitted  a  resolution, 
which  was  carried,  condemning  as  seriously  detrimental  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  profession  the  recent  regulation  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  requiring  not  less 
than  two  years'  instruction  in  mechanical  dentistry  instead 
of  three  years  as  heretofore.  Mr.  Leonard  Matheson,  of 
London,  the  retiring  President,  in  his  valedictory  address, 
said  that  measures  are  rapidly  ripening  by  means  of  which 
it  is  hoped  they  might  very  soon  deal  effectually  with  the 
quackery  now  so  rampant  among  unregistered  men.  He 
then  introduced  the  new  President,  Mr.  J.  C.  Oliver,  of 
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Cardiff,  who,  in  his  address,  referred  to  the  physical  de- 
generacy of  the  present  generation.  He  said  it  has  been 
ascertained,  as  a  result  of  extensive  observations,  that  only 
3  per  cent,  of  the  school  children  of  this  country  possess 
sound  teeth,  and  he  urged  that  public  authorities  ought  to 
institute  systematic  examination  and  treatment  of  all 
children's  teeth  by  qualified  dental  surgeons.  It  was  de- 
cided to  hold  the  next  conference  in  Belfast,  and  Mr.  J.  J. 
Andrews,  of  that  city,  was  nominated  President-elect.  Mr. 
H.  Dolamore,  of  London,  on  his  retirement  from  the  posi- 
tion of  Hon.  Secretary,  was  presented  with  a  gold  watch 
and  120  guineas,  and  Mrs.  Dolamore  with  a  diamond  brooch. 
Mr.  Norman  Bennett,  of  London,  was  selected  to  fill  the 
vacant  office  of  Hon.  Secretary.  A  number  of  papers  were 
afterwards  read,  one  of  the  most  notable  being  by  Mr.  W. 
Cass  Grayson  on  the  teeth  of  children  in  elementary  schools. 
He  advocated  the  appointment  of  dental  surgeons  to  attend 
to  the  teeth  of  school-children,  but  as  to  do  this  thoroughly 
would  cost  some  1,200,000Z.,  which  the  ratepayers  would 
scarcely  agree  to  pay,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  esta- 
blishing a  self-supporting  provident  scheme,  observing  that 
a  penny  per  week  contributed  by  every  child  attending 
school  would  probably  be  sufficient  to  pay  all  the  dental  sur- 
geons required. 

Mineral  Acids  as  Poisons. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  talked  to 
"P.T.O."  (May  18)  regarding  a  vitriol-throwing  case  and  the 
scheduling  of  corrosive  acids.  The  following  is  the  material 
bit  of  the  conversation  reported  : 

"  We  have  been  endeavouring  for  some  time  to  induce  the 
Privy  Council  to  consent  to  our  having  this  poison,  among 
many  others,  scheduled,  but  so  far  without  success,"  replied 
the  Secretary. 

"  How  do  you  account  for  their  reluctance  to  grant  so 
necessary  a  reform?  " 

"  I  suppose  they  regard  commercial  interests  before  human 
life.    The  acid  is  much  used  for  commercial  purposes." 

"  How  many  dangerous  poisons  are  there  that  may  thus  be 
■purchased  ?  " 

"  About  a  score." 

"Really?  " 

"Yes;  we  have  done,  and  are  doing  our  best,  to  get  them 
added  to  Schedule  A.  The  Council  have  proposed  to  intro- 
duce a  third  schedule,  to  include  all  such  poisons  as  I  have 
named,  which  might  be  sold  after  the  seller  has  affixed  his 
name  and  address  to  the  bottle.  This  we  oppose  as  not  being 
sufficient  safeguard." 

Industrial  Diseases. 
The  Committee,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel, 
M.P.,  Under-Secretary  for  the  Home  Department,  which 
has  been  engaged  in  making  inquiries  as  to  what  illnesses 
ought  to  be  set  down  under  the  head  of  "  industrial  diseases  " 
in  respect  of  which  compensation  would  be  payable  by  an 
employer  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  of  1906, 
has  recommended  that  the  following  be  added  to  the  list  of 
diseases  scheduled  in  the  Act  : 

Poisoning  by   nitro-   and   amido-derivatives   of  benzine 
(dinitro-benzol,  anilin,  and  others). 
Poisoning  by  carbon  bisulphide. 
Poisoning  by  nitrous  fumes. 
Poisoning  by  nickel  carbonyl. 

Poisoning  by  Gonioma  Kamassi  (African  boxwood). 
Chrome  ulceration. 

Eczematous  ulceration  of  the  skin  produced  by  dust  or 
caustic  or  corrosive  liquids,  or  ulceration  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  nose  or  mouth  produced  by  dust. 

Epitheliomatous  cancer  or  ulceration  of  the  skin  or  of  the 
corneal  surface  of  the  eye,  due  to  pitch,  tar,  or  tarry  com- 
pounds. 

Scrotal  epithelioma  (chimney-sweep's  cancer). 

Nystagmus. 

Glanders. 

Compressed-air  illness. 

Subcutaneous  cellulitis  of  the  hand  (miners'  beat  hand). 
Subcutaneous  cellulitis  over  the  patella  (miners'  beat  knee). 
Acute  bursitis  over  the  elbow  (miners'  beat  elbow). 
Inflammation  of  the  synovial  lining  of  the  wrist-joint  and 
tendon  sheaths  ducts  (mining). 

Some  of  these  diseases  may  bring  employers  in  pharmacy 
and  the  drug-trade  into  trouble  later  on. 

Birmingham  Notes. 
Mr.  F.  Barlow  secured  two  firsts  at  the  Dog  Show  at 
Stourbridge  with  his  "  Yardley  Merle  Echo." 

The  retail  chemist  dearly  loves  a  horse  in  a  quiet  way;  at 


least,  one  would  judge  so  from  the  assemblage  of  chemists  at 
the  King's  Heath  Horse  Show  on  Whit  Monday. 

The  late  Lord  Mayor  (Councillor  Reynolds),  who  gave  a 
reception  at  the  Council  House  in  honour  of  the  B.P.C. 
and  attended  the  opening  ceremony,  has  been  made  an 
alderman  of  the  city. 

Messrs.  Boots,  Ltd.,  are  adding  yet  another  to  their  many 
branches  in  Birmingham ;  premises  have  been  secured  in 
Broad  Street,  near  to  the  Five  Ways.  Scaffolding  still 
covers  the  front  of  the  extensive  new  building,  part  of  which 
was  recently  opened  as  their  New  Street  branch.  When 
completed  this  will  be  their  most  imposing  branch. 

A  number  of  cycle  and  motor  manufacturers  have  adopted 
a  new  process  of  rust-prevention  invented  by  Mr.  T.  W. 
Coslett,  chemist  and  druggist,  17  Jamaica  Row,  Birming- 
ham. Mr.  Coslett's  invention  consists  in  steeping  the  metal 
in  a  chemical  preparation,  the  basis  of  which  is  phosphorus. 
This  liquid  assimilates  with  the  surface  of  the  metal,  form- 
ing a  chemical  combination,  which  successfully  resists  the 
effects  of  rain  or  sea-air,  and  at  the  same  time  does  not 
penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the  metal. 

The  Grocers'  Assistants'  Association  were  welcomed  by 
the  Deputy  Lord  Mayor  at  their  annual  conference  at  the 
Grand  Hotel  this  week.  A  novel  prize  is  offered 
to  the  best  man  in  the  1908  national  examination — 
viz.,  a  fully  stocked  shop,  valued  500Z.,  presented 
by  Mr.  W.  P.  Bowman,  of  Leeds.  Mr.  Rees  (General 
Secretary),  in  speaking  of  the  need  of  technical  in- 
struction, said  a  lady  the  other  day  went  into  a  Birming- 
ham shop  and  asked  for  a  pound  of  golden  syrup.  The 
assistant,  after  looking  round,  said  he  was  sorry  they  had 
not  any  in  stock,  but  they  had  Mother  Seigel's. 

Sheffield  Notes. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Eardley,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  was  one  of 
the  unsuccessful  players  in  the  competition  for  the  "  Shef- 
field Daily  Telegraph  "  Cup  on  the  Lindrick  golf  course  on 
May  18. 

"  I  did  it  for  fun.  I  was  hard  up,  and  I  wanted  to  go 
down  the  line  for  Whitsun."  This  was  the  excuse  offered 
at  the  Sheffield  Police  Court  on  May  17  by  Albert  Wilson, 
a  carter  without  a  fixed  abode,  for  throwing  half  a  brick 
through  a  plate-glass  window  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Edgar  A. 
Craven,  chemist  and  druggist,  18  Bridghouses,  and  doing 
damage  to  the  extent  of  91.  10s.  His  wish  will  be  gratified, 
for  he  was  committed  to  take  his  trial  at  the  Quarter  Sessions. 

Cricket. 

May  &  Baker  C.C.  on  May  18,  at  Earlsfield,  achieved  an 
easy  victory  over  Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis  C.C,  scoring 
133  to  their  opponents'  11. 

Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson,  Ltd.,  played  Barron  Harveys 
on  May  18  at  White  Hart  Lane,  Tottenham,  N.  The  game 
resulted  in  a  draw.  Scores  :  B.  B.  &  S.,  Ltd.,  81;  B.  H., 
37  for  eight  wickets. 

Nottingham  Chemists  v.  Nottingham  and  District  Supply 
Association. — This  match  was  played  on  May  15,  resulting  in 
a  victory  for  the  pharmacists  by  70  runs,  the  Chemists  scor- 
ing 127  and  their  opponents  57. 

Leicester  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  v.  Leicester  Thursday 
C.C. — Played  at  the  Old  County  Ground,  Aylestone  Park, 
on  May  16.  Thursday  rattled  up  154  for  two  wickets,  and 
then  declared  their  innings  closed.  Against  this  total  the 
chemists  could  only  make  reply  by  just  managing  to  top 
the  half-century — all  out  for  52,  to  be  exact— thus  losing  by 
104. 

Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Championship 
League. — A  League  match  was  played  at  Wormholt  Farm 
on  May  18  between  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  C.C.  and  Gramme 
C.C.  (J.  J.  Griffin  &  Sons),  Burgoyne's  winning  by  54  runs. 
The  scores  were  :  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  C.C,  68;  Gramme 
C.C,  14.  For  the  winners  Martin  took  five  wickets  for  5  runs, 
and  Dealtry  four  for  8  runs. — On  the  same  ground,  on  May  11, 
a  match  between  Baronetta  C.C.  (Messrs.  Barron,  Har- 
veys &  Co.)  and  Davy  Hill's  C.C.  resulted  as  follows  : 
Davy  Hill,  91 ;  Baronetta,  24.  E.  Sibley  took  six  wickets  for 
9  runs. — On  May  18,  at  Walthamstow,  Potter  &  Clarke's 
C.C.  and  Davy  Hill's  C.C  met.  Result  :  Potter  &  Clarke's 
C.C,  26;  Davy  Hill's  C.C,  93.  In  this  case  E.  Sibley  took 
seven  wickets  for  7  runs ;  G.  Tombs  made  30  and  E.  Dollar 
36  for  the  winners. 
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Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill. 
On  May  17,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Agriculture 
in  Dublin,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Wm.  Field,  M.P.  : 

That  this  meeting  demands  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill  now  being  considered  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  shall  be  extended  to 
Ireland,  as  similar  facilities  for  obtaining  sheep-dip  should 
be  granted  to  Ireland  as  to  Great  Britain. 

Business  Item. 
Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  Ltd.,  manufacturing  chemists, 
Dublin,  have  fitted  up  a  department  for  compounding 
medical  prescriptions  at  their  Mary  Street  establishment, 
and  have  appointed  Mr.  T.  J.  Miller,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  late  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland,  to  take 
charge  of  the  newly  opened  branch. 

Imported  Bottles. 
At  the  Irish  Trades'  Union  Congress  held  at  Dublin  on 
May  21,  Mr.  John  McManus,  of  the  Bottle-makers'  Society, 
proposed  a  motion  calling  on  the  Government  to  amend  the 
Merchandise-marks  Act  so  that  imported  bottles  are 
stamped  with  the  name  of  the  country  of  origin.  The 
imports  of  bottles  into  Ireland  last  year  were  valued  at 
297,764?. 

"Waking  up  the  Doctors. 
The  L.G.B.  have  reminded  the  Cavan  Board  of  Guardians 
that  as  no  drugs  have  been  analysed  for  the  Bellananagh 
Dispensary  recoupment  cannot  be  allowed.  The  Clerk  was 
directed  by  the  Guardians  to  get  an  explanation  from  the 
doctor. 

The  Lurgan  Board  of  Guardians  last  week  appointed  a 
committee  of  two  to  wait  on  two  of  the  medical  officers  to 
know  why  the  invoices  of  the  drugs  have  not  been  checked 
and  returned  to  the  Clerk.  The  Clerk  complains  that  in 
consequence  of  the  doctors'  neglect  the  payments  to  the 
contractors  have  fallen  in  arrears. 

Theft  Charges. 

The  Dublin  Recorder  on  May  18  allowed  out  on  their  own 
recognisances  under  the  First  Offenders  Act  two  men,  named 
Moore  and  Whitley,  who  were  convicted  of  the  theft  of  a 
quantity  of  goods  from  their  employers,  Messrs.  Boileau  & 
Boyd,  Ltd.,  chemists,  and  selling  same  to  a  receiver  of  stolen 
goods,  who  was  sent  to  gaol  for  his  share  in  the  transaction. 

A  messenger  from  Mr.  Arthur  Mayne's,  chemist,  Pem- 
broke Street,  Cork,  being  unable  to  get  an  answer  when  he 
went  to  deliver  some  tins  of  milk  food,  left  them  on  the 
window-sill.  Mary  Chisholm,  who  went  by  shortly  after- 
wards, stole  the  tins  of  food,  and  was  sent  to  prison  for 
fourteen  days. 

Personal. 

On  May  17  the  library  of  700  volumes  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Templeton.  F.I.C.,  who  was  till  recently  head  of  the 
Chemistry  Department  of  the  Belfast  Municipal  Technical 
Institute,  was  sold  by  auction  at  Belfast.  Mr.  Templeton 
is  at  present  under  medical  care. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Belfast  branch  of  the  Royal 
Medical  Benevolent  Society  the  Chairman  (Professor  Lind- 
say, M.D.)  referred  to  the  loss  the  Society  had  sustained 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  Yoxall,  chemist  and  druggist, 
who  was  for  so  long  managing  director  of  Grattan's  Medical 
Hall. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Management 
of  Sligo  County  Infirmary,  Mr.  F.  A.  V.  Denning,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  and  dispenser  at  the  institution,  was 
granted  a  month's  leave  of  absence,  his  duties  to  be  per- 
formed in  his  absence  by  Mr.  P.  Cagney,  of  the  Sligo 
Drug  Co. 

Dispensers'  Salaries. 
The  Belfast  Board  of  Guardians  at  their  meeting  on 
May  21  considered  a  letter  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  relative  to  a  scale  of  salaries  for  the  medical  staff. 
The  L.G.B.  pointed  out  that  the  proposed  scale  of  salaries 
for  the  medical  staff  gave  increments  and  an  improved  maxi- 
mum salary  to  each  of  two  out  of  the  four  existing  com- 


pounders, and  they  were  of  opinion  that  a  medical  officer 
should  receive  a  higher  initial  salary  and  also  at- 
tain a  higher  maximum  than  a  compounder.  They 
accordingily  requested  the  Guardians  to  make  more 
adequate  provision  for  the  medical  officers.  The  Chairman 
pointed  out  that  along  with  the  emoluments  the  medical 
officers  had  375?.,  which  was  far  more  than  the  dispensers. 
Another  Guardian  instanced  a  case  where  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  refused  to  sanction  an  increase  to  a  compounder, 
and  Mr.  Davis  said  they  were  the  men  that  did  the  work  and 
they  got  the  least  pay.  The  Guardians  decided  to  adhere  to 
the  decision  they  had  come  to  previously,  and  Mr.  Cherry 
said  he  would  give  notice  again  to  raise  the  compounder's 
salary  referred  to,  as  he  had  been  five  years  in  office. 


Scotcb  1Rews. 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Aberdeen. 

The  Parish  Council  of  Peterhead  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  Mr.  James  Simpson,  chemist,  for  the  supply  of  medi- 
cines to  the  outdoor  and  indoor  poor  for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Peterhead  Library  Committee  held 
last  week  the  list  of  donations  submitted  by  the  librarian 
contained  one  from  the  Henderson  Trustees  of  a  copy  of 
the  anthropological  survey  carried  out  by  Mr.  James  F. 
Tocher,  Ph.C. 

Mr.  David  Milne,  B.Sc.  (Agriculture),  a  former  student 
of  the  Aberdeen  and  North  of  Scotland  College  of  Agricul- 
ture, who  was  appointed  last  year  agricultural  chemist  to  the 
Corporation  of  Western  Egypt,  has  now  been  appointed  an 
agricultural  botanist  in  the  Government  service  in  India. 
Mr.  Milne  took  his  degree  at  Aberdeen  in  1905. 

Alleged  Pick-me-ups. 

At  the  Aberdeen  Police  Court  on  May  16,  William 
Duffus,  chemist  and  druggist,  75  Spital,  Aberdeen,  was 
charged  with  trafficking  in  excisable  liquors  whisky,  beer, 
and  ale)  with  three  men,  in  his  shop  on  Sunday,  April  28, 
without  having  a  certificate  to  do  so.  This  was  the  fourth 
offence  of  the  same  kind  by  the  accused,  who  thus  became 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  100?.  He  pleaded  not  guilty.  After 
evidence  had  been  given  by  men  who  got  the  drink,  Police- 
Inspector  Robertson  stated  that  on  searching  the  shop  he 
found  twelve  empty  beer-bottles,  three  full  bottles  of 
porter,  and  three  empty  porter-bottles.  The  accused,  in 
the  witness-box,  stated  that  what  he  supplied  were  tinc- 
tures in  the  form  of  pick-me-ups.  These  were  made  for 
the  purpose,  and  resembled  whisky  very  much.  The 
bottles  of  beer  were  for  his  personal  use.  Bailie  Kendall 
Burnett  found  the  charge  proven  and  imposed  a  fine  of 
40?.,  with  38s.  6d.  expenses,  the  alternative  being  four 
months'  imprisonment. 

Edinburgh. 

In  view  of  Victoria  Day  photographic  business  was  good 
last  week-end,  notwithstanding  the  weather,  which  remains 
told  and  dull. 

Mr.  William  Fisher,  chemist  and  druggist,  75  Leith  Street, 
has  had  part  of  his  shop-front  slightly  damaged  by  a  lorry 
colliding  with  it.  His  neighbour  was  not  so  fortunate,  one 
of  his  windows  being  demolished. 

The  Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Golf  Club  decided  their  Vic- 
toria Day  competition  at  Gullane  on  Tuesday,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result  :  Winner  of  Dick  medal  and  first  handicap 
prize,  Mr.  J.  P.  Gibb,  86  net ;  second,  Mr.  J.  M.  R.  Stewart, 
90  scratch;  and  third,  Mr.  R.  Scott,  94  net. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  Prince  Fushimi  of  Japan 
to  Edinburgh  on  May  17,  he  was  received,  on  behalf  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  city,  by  Bailie  Richard  Clark  (Messrs. 
Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.),  acting  for  the  Lord  Provost,  who  was 
abroad.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  the  Bailie  said  :  "  We 
welcome  you  as  an  Imperial  Prince  of  Japan,  a  distinguished 
statesman,  a  victorious  general,  and  as  an  honoured  guest 
of  his  Majesty  our  beloved  King."  The  Prince,  through 
his  interpreter,  thanked  the  Bailie  "for  his  kind  words  and 
for  the  welcome  the  municipality  had  given  him.  Bailie 
Clark  and  Mr.  William  Inmah  lent  their  motor-cars  for  the 
use  of  the  Prince  and  his  suite. 
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Glasgow. 

Mr.  Robert  Cochrane,  a  middle-aged  gentleman,  died  in 
a  chemist's  shop  in  Partick  on  Monday. 

General  business  in  Glasgow  is  very  dull  just  now,  the 
rent-term  being  partly  responsible,  though  doctors  are  all 
also  complaining. 

Mr.  Alexander  Davidson,  chemist  and  druggist,  at 
present  with  Messrs.  McMillan,  chemists,  17  Great  Western 
Eoad,  has  matriculated  as  a  medical  student  at  the 
University. 

In  the  Glasgow  Small  Debt  Court  on  Wednesday,  May  15, 
the  Wormaline  Co.  took  proceedings  against  several  local 
chemists  for  recovery  of  the  price  of  medicine  supplied — 
namely,  Wormaline — a  preparation  for  worms  in  horses,  etc. 
Tn  the  first  case  heard  the  defendant's  solicitor  stated  that 
his  client's  reason  for  contesting  was  that  the  remedy  had 
not  been  advertised  as  he  expected.  The  plaintiffs  showed 
that  the  article  had  been  advertised  in  various  country 
papers,  and  judgment  was  given  for  them.  In  consequence 
of  this  decision  the  defendants  in  other  cases  submitted  to 
judgment.    The  sums  involved  were  small. 

Business  Changes. 
Mr.  Black  is  opening  up  a  new  pharmacy  in  Holm  Lea 
Terrace,  Cathcart,  at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  William  John  Peacock,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
commenced  business  at  102  Gallowgate,  Glasgow. 

There  is  shortly  to  be  a  new  pharmacy  opened  in  Cowden- 
beath by  Mr.  A.  B.  Arnott,  chemist  and  druggist,  late 
assistant  with  Mr.  A.  K.  Stewart,  Lynedoch  Place,  Edin- 
burgh. 

Mr.  C.  Stewart  (late  Paton  &  Findlay),  Bruntsfield  Place, 
Edinburgh,  has  sold  his  business  to  Mr.  J.  Dall,  late  with 
Mr.  White,  Queenstown.  Mr.  Stewart  is  shortly  opening  up 
new  premises  in  Morningside. 

Personal. 

On  May  14  Mr.  Alexander  Robertson,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, and  Mrs.  Robertson  entertained  the  employes  at  the 
Argyll  Chemical-works  to  supper  on  the  occasion  of  the 
forthcoming  marriage  of  their  eldest  son,  Mr.  A.  D.  Robert- 
son, chemist  and  druggist.  After  supper,  at  which  about 
fifty  were  present,  the  employes  presented  Mr.  A.  D.  Robert- 
son with  a  handsome  clock  and  a  dressing-case. 


Jfrencb  IRews. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Fees  for  Accidents. — By  decree  of  the  new  Labour 
Minister,  M.  Pedebiou,  Senator,  has  been  nominated 
member  of  the  Committee  for  drawing  up  the  tariff  of  phar- 
maceutical and  medical  expenses  in  case  of  factory  and 
similar  accidents,  in  place  of  the  late  Dr.  Brouardel. 

The  Lyons  Society  of  Pharmacy  complains  that  it  has 
not  been  included  in  the  corporate  professional  bodies  con- 
sulted by  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  regarding  the 
projected  revision  of  the  pharmaceutical  curriculum.  The 
Paris  Society  is  inquiring  into  the  facts. 

Corsican  Antimony. — Notwithstanding  the  great  ad- 
vance in  the  price  of  antimony,  the  mines  in  Corsica  have 
produced  but  a  few  hundred  tons  of  ore,  mostly  low-grade. 
This  ore  formerly  all  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  but 
French  and  German  buyers  now  pay  very  much  higher  prices 
than  British  customers.  The  total  production  of  antimony 
ores  in  1906  was  only  about  500  tons. 

M.  R.  Duchemin's  Work  on  "  The  Denaturation  of 
Alcohol  in  France  and  in  the  Principal  European  Countries  " 
deals  with  a  subject  which,  in  an  agricultural  country  like 
France,  is  of  national  importance,  the  sum  which  the  French 
Exchequer  receives  from  the  Excise  being  about  fourteen 
millions  sterling  (350,000,000f.).  The  author  deals,  inter 
alia,  with  the  reasons  for  the  small  consumption  per  capita 
of .  methylated  spirit  in  France,  and  the  means  by  which 
this  might  be  increased. 


Sale  of  Vichy  Lozenges. — A  grocer  of  La  Ferte-Alais 
has  been  found  guilty  of  selling  Vichy  lozenges  and  fined 
16f.,  and  costs,  but  the  prosecutors  (the  Seine-et-Oise  Phar- 
macists' Syndicate)  got  only  If.  damages.  The  grocers'  de- 
fence was  that  Vichy  lozenges  are  not  a  compounded  medica- 
ment, and  that  he  sold  them  wholesale,  but  the  Court  held 
that  the  Codex  formula  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  inaccuracy 
of  the  former  statement,  and  that  the  sale  of  4  oz.  is  hardly 
a  wholesale  transaction. 

The  Desirability  of  the  foundation  of  a  Chair  of  Bio- 
logical Chemistry  has  long  been  recognised  by  the  Paris 
Superior  School  of  Pharmacy.  The  Council  of  the  School 
two  years  ago  filled  up  the  gap  in  its  curriculum  to  the  best 
of  its  ability  by  deputing  M.  Grimbert  to  deliver  a  series 
of  lectures  on  the  subject.  The  interest  with  which  they 
were  followed  confirmed  the  Council  in  its  convictions,  and 
the  Municipal  Council  of  Paris,  which  has  already  endowed 
several  chairs  at  the  Parisian  faculties,  was  approached  on 
the  subject.  The  successful  result  of  these  negotiations — 
the  foundation  of  the  titulary  professorship  and  the  nomina- 
tion of  M.  Grimbert — we  have  already  noticed. 

Hypodermic  Injection  for  Sick  Fruit-trees. — The 
effect  of  certain  chemical  substances  on  plant-life  has  already 
been  proved  by  experiments — the  rapid  growth  of  grains 
of  wheat  in  water  containing  iodide  of  potassium,  carbonate 
of  lithium,  or  vanadium  sulphate.  A  fruit-grower  has  gone 
one  better  and  applied  hypodermic  medication  to  sickly 
peach-trees.  He  bored  a  hole  through  the  bark,  well  into 
the  wood,  a  reservoir  of  nitrate  of  potash  mixed  with  liquid 
manure  was  hung  to  the  branches,  and  connected  by  a  rubber 
tube  and  a  wooden  mouthpiece  to  this  opening.  The  "arti- 
ficial sap  "  thus  steadily  worked  its  way  into  the  tree,  one 
is  assured,  with  most  successful  effects. 

A  Victim  of  the  Drug-habit  having  committed  suicide 
at  Chalons-sur-Marne,  his  father  and  his  widow  brought 
an  action  against  two  local  pharmacists  and  their  assistants, 
who  had  supplied  the  deceased  at  various  periods  with 
morphine,  chloroform,  opium,  and  cocaine.  Damages  were 
claimed  to  the  extent  of  480Z.  The  sales  proved,  however, 
were  effected  six  months  previous  to  the  patient's  death, 
and  his  later  supplies  of  drugs  had  been  obtained  direct  from 
Paris.  The  plaintiffs  were  in  consequence  nonsuited.  It 
transpired  in  evidence  that  the  pharmacists  had  already 
been  convicted  of  supplying  drugs  (without  a  physician's 
prescription)  to  the  deceased,  and  had  paid  fines  for  this 
technical  offence. 

The  Assistants'  Weekly  Rest. — The  following  para- 
graph was  communicated  to  the  Parisian  daily  papers  re- 
cently (presumably  by  the  Paris  Pharmacists'  Assistants' 
Association)  : 

The  Employers'  Association— General  Syndicate  of  French 
Pharmacists,  the  General  Association,  and  the  Association 
of  Pharmacists  of  the  Seine  Department — having  refused 
to  enter  into  negotiations  regarding  weekly  rest  with  the 
Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association  (Syndicate  de  Prepara- 
teurs),  the  latter  has  decided  "to  ensure  the  application  of 
the  law  to  the  profession  by  all  means  in  its  power  without 
regard  to  any  protests  which  may  be  raised  by  employers." 
The  assistants  claim  rest  by  rotation,  and  they  demand  that 
the  two  half-holidays  at  present  granted  be  replaced  by  one 
whole  day,  as  provided  by  the  law. 

Nicolas  Leblanc. — In  honour  of  the  recent  centenary  of 
the  death  of  the  inventor  of  the  process  of  making  artificial 
soda,  M.  A.  Ruffin  has  contributed  an  interesting  biography 
of  Nicolas  Leblanc  to  the  "  Bulletin  de  la  Societe  Chimique 
du  Nord."  He  mentions  that  J.  B.  Dumas,  the  famous 
chemist,  declared  that  Leblanc's  discovery  was  a  greater 
boon  to  humanity  than  Watt's  discovery  of  steam-power. 
The  Reign  of  Terror,  which  guillotined  Lavoisier,  ruined 
Leblanc.  At  the  summons  of  the  Comite  de  Salut  Public,  he 
made  his  discovery  public,  and  he  could  only  stand  with 
folded  arms  while  others  exploited  and  profited  by  his  in- 
vention. So  great  was  his  distress  that  he  accepted  a  dole 
of  120/.  offered  him  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  in  1799. 
but  he  never  received  more  than  24/.  of  this.  He  finally  died 
by  his  own  hand  in  1806.  The  statue  now  standing  in  the 
court  of  the  Conservatoire  des  Arts  et  Metiers  was  erected 
in  1887,  principally  through  the  exertions  of  J.  B.  Dumas 
and  the  late  M.  Scheurer-Kestner. 

The  "  Internat." — The  rumours  of  "  reform  "  or  modifi- 
cation in  the  internat  or  house-pharmacist  system  of  Parisian 
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hospitals  appear  to  be  founded  on  the  fact  that  the  Public 
Assistance  (Poor-law)  authorities  have  instituted  an  in- 
quiry into  the  working  of  the  system  in  question.  There  is, 
however,  but  little  doubt  that  this  excellent  institution  will 
successfully  stand  the  test  of  close  investigation.  The  days 
when  the  interne  was  a  mere  compounder  are  past ;  he  is 
frequently  now  asked  to  examine  normal  or  pathological 
secretions,  and  nowhere,  perhaps,  is  equality  between  the 
two  branches  of  the  healing  art  more  frankly  recognised 
than  in  the  Parisian  hospitals.  The  medical  and  pharmaceu- 
tical internes,  though  living  strictly  apart,  have,  as  a  rule, 
cordial,  although  only  occasional,  relations  with  each  other. 
Nor  do  they  refuse  to  share  the  professional  dangers  to 
which  doctors  often  succumb.  Within  the  last  two  years 
six  pharmacist  internes  have  been  awarded  the  medal  of 
honour  for  services  rendered  during  epidemics.  Three  of 
these  had  contracted  diphtheria,  and  three  other  diseases  in 
the  execution  of  their  duties. 

Bogus  Mineral  Watee. — The  question  has  frequently 
been  raised  as  to  whether  pharmacists  should  be  given  a 
monopoly  of  the  sale  of  mineral  waters,  and  an  argument  in 
favour  of  such  a  course  is  that  mineral  waters  can  easily  be 
imitated — at  least  in  many  cases — and  consequently  their 
sale  in  the  hands  of  an  educated  body  of  men  like  pharma- 
cists is  a  guarantee  of  genuineness  to  the  public.  A  case 
which  confirms  this  point  of  view  has  just  occurred  near 
Corbeil,  where  a  grocer  has  been  arrested  on  the  charge  of 
selling  ordinary  water,  with  which  had  been  mixed  a  trace 
of  hydrochloric  acid,  as  mineral  water.  It  appears  that 
some  special  brand  of  mineral  water  was  prescribed  for  a 
young  lady  staying  at  a  country-house  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Corbeil,  which  was  supplied  by  the  grocer  in  question. 
After  taking  it,  the  young  lady  complained  of  internal  pains. 
This  led  to  the  water  being  examined,  when  the  presence 
of  the  hydrochloric  acid  was  discovered.  It  was  proved  on 
inquiry  that  the  grocer  was  simply  filling  up  with  ordinary 
water  old  bottles  bearing  labels  of  the  mineral  water  in 
question,  and  adding  the  acid  by  way  of  giving  "  taste." 
Needless  to  say  he  sold  the  concoction  at  the  ordinary  retail 
price  for  the  proper  water. 

The  Entente  Cordiale. — The  visits  of  the  representa- 
tives of  English  and  Scottish  municipalities  to  Lyons,  and 
of  London  University  to  Paris,  have  been  the  leading  events 
of  the  week  over  here.  Great  cordiality  has  prevailed  on 
the  side  of  the  British  guests,  and  even  greater,  if  possible, 
on  that  of  their  hosts.  The  visit  of  the  municipal  repre- 
sentatives— which  included  members  of  the  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  and  Manchester  Corporations — coincided  with  a 
visit  of  President  Faillieres  to  Silkopolis,  whither  he  had 
travelled  to  visit  the  Agricultural  Show  and  Health  Ex- 
hibition now  being  held  there.  The  President  of  the 
Republic  met  the  British  guests  at  several  important  func- 
tions, and  notably  at  a  banquet  to  400  guests  given  by  the 
General  Council  of  the  Rhone,  when  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Manchester  and  Mr.  Harrop,  the  Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow, 
and  Mrs.  Bilsland,  and  the  Provost  of  Leith  and  Mrs. 
Mackie  had  seats  at  the  President's  table.  Dr.  Cazeneuve, 
the  Pharmacien-Deputy  for  Lyons,  proposed  at  this  banquet 
the  healths  of  his  Majesty  King  Edward  and  the  President 
of  the  French  Republic.  He  referred  to  fraternal  agree- 
ment under  the  influence  of  science  in  the  French  nation 
and  the  entente  cordiale  abroad  as  being  the  cherished 
aspiration  of  President  Faillieres's  heart.  He  went  on  to 
express  the  delight  the  people  of  Lyons  experienced  in 
receiving  their  English  and  Scottish  friends,  and  raised  his 
glass  "  to  Science  which  paves  the  way  for  better  under- 
standing between  nations."  In  Paris  the  deputation  from 
London  University  was  formally  welcomed  last  Tuesday 
morning  in  the  Grand  Amphitheatre  of  the  Paris  Sorbonne. 
M.  Briand,  the  French  Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  in 
the  course  of  an  excellent  speech,  told  the  visitors  that  the 
Government  of  the  Republic  were  glad  to  see  such  a  gather- 
ing of  those  who  were  preparing  the  youth  of  the  two 
nations  for  research  after  scientific  progress.  M.  Liard, 
the  Vice-Rector  of  the  Paris  University,  also  spoke,  and  he 
recalled  souvenirs  of  the  Jubilee  of  Pasteur,  celebrated  in 
the  same  hall,  when  Lister  and  Pasteur  fifteen  years  ago  by 
a  symbolical  embrace  gave  the  signal  and  example  for  a 
durable  entente  cardial 'e  arising  from  the  communion  of 
science  and  goodness  of  heart. 


Hustralasian  IRews* 


New  Zealand. 

The  Northern  Pharmaceutical  Association  held  a 
picnic  and  fishing-excursion  on  March  20.  The  Hon.  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  Harold  0.  Wiles)  had  arranged  that  all  the 
suburban  pharmacies  should  close  at  ten  o'clock,  and 
although  some  of  the  city  pharmacies  remained  open,  none 
of  those  who  closed  at  ten  o'clock  seem  to  have  had  cause 
to  regret  it.  The  Wednesday  half-holiday  was  chosen,  so 
that  the  time  lost  by  closing  was  short,  and  the  public  were 
well  warned  by  advertisements.  A  steamer  chartered  for 
the  day  took  the  majority  of  Auckland  chemists  to  the 
island  of  Motutapu,  where  they  landed  soon  after  twelve. 
The  sports  lasted  about  half  an  hour,  and  after  luncheon  the 
party  proceeded  to  the  fishing-grounds,  where  nearly  300 
fish  were  caught  in  about  two  hours.  The  party  returned 
to  town  soon  after  six  to  enable  pharmacies  to  be  reopened 
at  seven. 

Suing  for  Annual  Fee. — A  case  demonstrating  that  in 
New  Zealand  at  least  every  registered  chemist  must  pay  an 
annual  fee  of  Ws.  was  heard  before  a  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate in  Nelson  on  March  1,  and  deferred  judgment  was 
given  on  March  26.  The  facts  were  not  disputed  ;  defendant 
had  not  paid  his  annual  registration-fee.  For  the  defence 
it  was  urged  that  he  was  registered  in  1882,  and  that  the 
Pharmacy  Act  of  1898  and  the  Amendment  Act  of  1902 
could  not  be  retrospective ;  that  those  who  were  registered 
after  that  date  were  compelled  to  pay  the  annual  fee,  but 
that  others  were  not.  The  judgment  of  the  Magistrate  was  in 
favour  of  the  Pharmacy  Board.  It  was  held  that  every 
registered  chemist  is  under  a  liability  to  pay  the  annual 
registration-fee.  As  this  was  a  test-case,  a  merely  nominal 
penalty  of  a  penny  per  day — that  is,  Is.  5c?.  in  all — was  im- 
posed, with  the  costs  of  the  prosecution,  including  one 
guinea  for  counsel's  fee. 

Tasmania. 

Optical  Side-line. — The  Tasmanian  Government  has  in- 
stituted a  system  of  medical  inspection  of  schools,  when  the 
inspectors  will  state,  inter  alia,  which  children  require  to 
have  their  eyes  properly  attended  to.  The  medical  inspectors 
will  not  give  prescriptions,  so  that  the  way  is  opened  for 
chemists  to  take  up  this  branch  with  advantage.  It  will, 
however,  be  necessary  for  them  to  study  up  the  subject 
sufficiently  to  be  able  properly  to  test  the  sight. 

Victoria. 

Councillor  Charles  Pleasance,  acting  on  medical  ad- 
vice, has  forwarded  his  resignation  as  representative  of  the 
Latrobe  Ward  in  the  Melbourne  City  Council.  His  health 
is  improving,  but  for  some  months  he  is  advised  to  spare  his 
energies  as  much  as  possible.  He  has  been  the  representative 
of  the  Latrobe  Ward,  Melbourne,  since  July  1899,  has  served 
on  most  of  the  committees  of  the  City  Council,  and  was 
specially  thanked  by  resolution  for  his  valuable  services  in 
connection  with  the  electric  lighting  of  the  city.  He  was 
Lord  Mayor  for  the  term  1904-5,  but  declined  re-election. 

Western  Australia. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  of  Western  Australia 
have  issued  their  annual  report  for  the  year  1906,  in  which 
the  work  of  the  year  is  reviewed.  In  regard  to  phar- 
maceutical education  it  is  stated  that  the  facilities  granted 
by  the  Government  through  the  medium  of  the  technical 
schools  leave  little  to  be  desired.  Before  a  candidate  can 
present  himself  for  the  Final  pharmaceutical  examination 
he  has  to  obtain  passes  in  the  Intermediate  examinations 
in  chemistry,  materia  medica,  and  botany  at  the  technical 
schools.  The  accounts  were  issued  with  the  report.  The 
income  for  the  year  amounted  to  about  353?.,  and  the 
expenditure  to  348?.  This  is  the  narrowest  margin  for 
some  years,  and  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  reduction  of 
33?.  in  the  amount  of  poisons-licences  and  the  same  amount 
in  the  annual  subscriptions.  The  value  of  the  assets  is 
steadily  increasing  and  now  stands  at  1,362/.,  of  which 
150?.  is  in  land  and  967?.  in  cash  or  Government  stock. 
Nearly  40?.  was  spent  on  the  yearly  meeting  and  dinner, 
and  150?.  on  salaries.  The  examination-fees  just  cover  the 
examiners'  fees  and  examination-expenses.  The  number  of 
pharmacists  on  the  register  is  only  157. 
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Intellectually  Defective. — The  "  Drogisten  Zeitung  " 
notes  the  case  of  a  chemist  of  Norenberg  who  has  been  sen- 
tenced to  ten  months'  imprisonment  for  falsifying  a  pre- 
scription. This  reduced  sentence  was  pronounced  in  con- 
sideration of  his  being  "  deficient  in  intellect,"  failing  which 
the  punishment  would  have  been  three  and  a  half  years. 
The  question  is  raised  in  the  columns  of  the  "  D.  G." 
whether  the  right  of  handling  such  business  should  be  left 
with  such  a  man. 

The  Proposed  Chemical  Institute. — Respecting  the 
proposed  German  Imperial  Chemico-Technical  Institute 
Count  Posadovsky  has  written  to  say  that  there  is  always 
the  danger  with  the  purely  bureaucratic  institutes  that  the 
experimenters  may  lose  their  spirit  of  inquiry  for  the  good 
of  industry,  and  first-class  chemists  would  not  be  available 
at  the  salaries  that  the  Government  could  pay.  Recognising 
the  kernel  of  the  want  the  institute  is  intended  to  supply, 
and  for  these  and  other  reasons  which  he  gives,  he  asks 
whether  a  larger  allocation  cannot  be  made  to  it. 

Are  Fly-catchers  Medical  Requisites  ? — A  case  came 
before  the  Court  in  Danzig  recently  in  which  the  proprietor 
of  a  pharmacy  in  Neufahrwasser  was  accused  of  selling  on 
Sundays,  during  those  hours  when  all  shops  have  to  be 
closed,  goods  such  as  pomatum  and  fly-catchers,  which 
could  not  be  considered  as  remedies.  The  accused  did  not 
deny  this  ;  but  the  medical  expert  who  was  called  by  the 
Court  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  pomatum  sold,  being 
only  pure  vaseline,  was  certainly  a  remedy,  and  there  was 
no  infringement  of  the  law  in  the  matter  of  the  fly-catchers, 
as  they  were  sometimes  indispensable  in  a  sick  room.  The 
Court  accepted  this  view  and  discharged  the  accused. 

Advertising  by  Apothekers  in  Germany  is  not  very 
generally  indulged  in,  mostly  owing  to  the  fact  that  restric- 
tions are  placed  upon  it  by  the  Government,  and  the  few 
adventurous  spirits  who  have  done  so  have  called  down 
upon  themselves  the  wrath  of  their  colleagues.  One 
apotheker  in  the  small  town  of  Grevesmuhlen,  in  Mecklen- 
burg-Schwerin,  has  had  the  "unheard-of  audacity"  to 
print  an  advertisement  of  his  pharmacy  on  cardboards, 
such  as  are  used  in  German  public-houses  for  putting  under 
the  beer-glasses.  These  were  distributed  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  struck  his  professional  brethren  with  horror. 
"  Advertising  has  already  brought  about  a  very  unpleasant 
feeling  among  owners,  but  such  a  case  as  this,  void  of  every 
feeling  of  honour  for  the  profession,  stands  up  to  the 
present  unequalled.  Perhaps  the  apotheker  in  question 
thinks  that  a  man  having  indulged  himself  '  not  wisely  but 
too  well,'  might  be  glad  to  have  before  his  eyes  the  name  of 
a  place  to  which  he  could  go  for  help  and  sympathy."  Such 
is  the  scathing  comment  passed  upon  this  "  hustler  "  in  his 
contempt  for  professional  etiquette. 

The  Etiquette  of  it. — Two  Hessian  apothekers  con- 
sidered that  a  doctor  was  damaging  their  business  by  supply- 
ing his  patients  with  some  tablets  he  had  received  for  the 
purpose  of  personal  experiments.  The  Hessian  Government 
referred  the  matter  for  discussion  to  the  Medical  Associa- 
tion of  the  "  incriminated  "  district — Biidingen.  The  Asso- 
ciation decided  that  the  giving  of  remedies  to  patient", 
whether  upon  payment  or  not,  was  prejudicial  to  the  honour 
of  the  profession,  that  it  was  punishable  and  savoured  of 
disloyal  competition  with  other  doctors.  The  Association 
then  placed  two  questions  before  the  Government  :  (1)  In 
cases  where  there  is  no  pharmacy,  but  where  a  doctor  resides, 
can  an  apotheker  provide  him  with  a  certain  supply  of 
medicines  for  urgent  cases  ?  and  (2)  What  course  should  a 
physician  pursue  with  regard  to  remedies  sent  him  by  manu- 
facturers for  the  purpose  of  experiment?  To  the  first 
question  the  Government  answered  there  was  no  objection 
to  laying  in  a  supply,  providing  it  was  obtained  from  an 
apotheke  upon  proper  prescriptions.  With  regard  to  the 
second  subject,  a  doctor  would  be  justified  in  making  use  of 
remedies  as  experiments  if  (1)  the  remedy  were  applied  to 
the  patient  by  the  doctor  personally,  and  (2)  only  in  cases  of 
necessity,  and  when  the  remedy  has  been  obtained  from  a 
pharmacy. 

All  Aliments  contain  phosphorus  either  in  the  form  of 
organic  compounds  or  as  phosphates. 


assistants'  fIDovement  tn  Germany. 


ANEW  factor  has  entered  the  arena  of  German  phar- 
macy ;  it  is  no  less  a  person  than  the  assistant.  With 
surprising  suddenness  the  apotheker  finds  himself  con- 
fronted by  the  fact  that  a  well-organised  body  is  working 
steadily  and  surely  towards  the  realisation  of  its  aims, 
some  of  which  are  the  same  as  he  professes  to  entertain, 
inasmuch  as  they  bear  reference  to  the  glory  of  the  pro- 
fession, but  on  the  whole  he  distinctly  disapproves  of  the 
demands  made  upon  him  personally.  Societies  of  assist- 
ants had  existed  in  Germany,  but  the  small  amount  of 
personal  freedom  enjoyed  by  the  assistants  and  the  be- 
setting sin  of  almost  every  member  of  the  profession,  a 
lack  of  interest  in  its  welfare,  caused  their  existence  to  be 
of  scarcely  any  consequence. 

As  a  result  of  the  personal  agitation  of  a  few  of  the 
members  of  the  existing  societies,  their  amalgamation  was 
decided  upon  on  December  17,  1904,  under  the  title  of 
"  Verband  konditionierender  Apotheker  fur  das  Deutsch 
Reich  "  (Union  of  Assistant  Apothekers  in  the  German 
Empire).  The  organisation  is  divided  into  thirty-four 
districts,  each  having  a  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer, 
the  whole  being  under  control  of  a  managing  board,  com- 
posed of  two  presidents,  two  treasurers,  six  representa- 
tive members,  a  secretary,  and  a  legal  adviser ;  the  present 
headquarters  are  in  Nuremberg.  Only  working  assistants 
who  have  passed  their  State  examination  are  eligible  for 
active  membership.  Upon  becoming  an  owner  the  assist- 
ant can  only  be  a  "  well-wisher  "  (Gonner). 

The  advantages  gained  by  membership  and  a  fee  of  16s. 
yearly  are  :  Free  legal  advice,  assistance  to  colleagues  in 
necessity,  and  facilities  for  obtaining  situations.  The 
Union  proposes  to  step  in  with  financial  assistance  in  any 
law-suits  where  vital  interests  of  assistants  are  involved. 
It  publishes  twice  weekly  its  own  journal,  "  Die  Zeit- 
schrift  fur  Chemie  und  Pharmazie,"  which  is  delivered 
free  to  members,  and  is  familiarly  termed  the  "yellow 
danger,"  not  so  much  from  the  colour  of  its  cover,  but 
from  the  fact  that  in  the  opinion  of  many  proprietors 
membership  is  almost  equal  to  professional  anarchism. 
The  Union  has  succeeded  in  effecting  an  advantageous 
contract  with  an  insurance  company  for  insuring  members 
against  accident  and  death,  and  it  is  now  contemplated 
to  form  a  sick-club  and  old-age  pension  insurance,  probably 
in  conjunction  with  the  Apotheker-Verein. 

The  Union  has  achieved  remarkable  results  during  its 
short  existence,  in  spite  of  the  obstacles  in  its  way.  Owing 
to  its  agitation  partial  Sunday  closing  is  being  gradually 
introduced,  and  a  midday  interim  of  one  and  a  half  to  two 
hours  has  been  obtained,  besides  many  successes  of  local 
importance,  and  in  some  places  the  proprietors  have  agreed 
to  contribute  towards  payment  of  the  insurance  premiums. 

These  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  a  signal  success, 
the  Government  having  officially  recognised  the  Union  by 
inviting  the  Executive's  opinion  upon  the  newly  introduced 
Imperial  Pharmacy  Law.  The  main  object  of  the  Union, 
which  already  numbers  over  3,700  members,  is  to  obtain 
equal  representation,  with  the  owners,  upon  the  pharma- 
ceutical boards.  In  Prussia  and  in  Baden  the  Union  has 
partially  succeeded  in  this. 

In  one  respect  the  Union  differs  from  all  pharmaceutical 
traditions  by  not  accepting  a  refusal  to  its  demands,  and 
nothing  deters  the  Executive  from  appealing  direct  to  the 
Ministers  or  actually  petitioning  Parliament.  This 
tenacity  of  purpose  may  have  a  far-reaching  effect  upon 
the  future  generation  of  owners.         G.  P.  Forrester. 


"The  Passing  of  the  Prescription."— Dr.  James  Burnett, 
Lecturer  on  Practical  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  Edin- 
burgh, laments,  in  an  address  printed  in  the  "  Medical  Maga- 
zine," the  passing  of  the  prescription.  He  mentions  that  it 
has  rarely  been  his  good  luck  to  meet  with  a  "  final  man  "  able 
to  write  a  prescription  even  in  "  good  contracted  Latin. 

The  Dose  of  Asparagine  is  2  to  10  grams  during  the  day, 
combined  either  with  5  to  15  grams  of  phosphate  of  soda  or 
5  to  20  drops  of  phosphoric  acid,  according  to  whether  an 
alkaline  or  acid  solution  is  desired.  The  alkaline  solution  is 
taken  an  hour  before  or  two  hours  after  food,  and  the  acid 
preparation  at  meal  times.  Asparagine  is  given  in  tubercu- 
losis and  ansemia. 


May  25,  1907 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


787 


"Russian  1Rews. 


Homceopathic  Pharmacy. — In  reply  to  the  request  of 
the  medical  inspector  of  Odessa,  the  chief  medical  inspector 
of  St.  Petersburg  has  stated  that  homceopathic  pharmacies 
are  free  from  the  existing  regulations  governing  normal 
pharmacies.  Up  to  the  present  there  are  only  two  homceo- 
pathic pharmacies  in  Odessa. 

Russian  Writ  Small.— The  "  Slovo  "  states  that  Dr.  I.  B. 
Weinschenker  has  been  ordered  to  cease  putting  on  sale 
"  Russian  Sanatogen  "  (the  "  Russian  "  printed  small),  which 
has  been  held  by  the  St.  Petersburg  Courts  to  be  a  colourable 
imitation  of  "  Sanatogen  Bauer."  In  general  get-up  the 
Russian  article  was  identical  with  the  foreign  model. 
.  Easy  Terms. — Where  the  issue  of  permits  is  so  jealously 
guarded  as  in  Russia,  the  following  extract  from  the  orders 
of  the  Medical  Council  seems  an  extraordinary  stretch  of 
liberty,  namely  :  ' '  Those  who  have  got  permission  to  open 
branch  pharmacies  temporarily  at  a  fixed  period  of  the  year 
do  not  require  fresh  permits  for  each  season  for  renewing 
work  in  such  branches." 

Tariff-evasion  in  Russia. — In  order  to  evade  the 
higher  duty  placed  on  boric  acid  entering  Russia,  a  small 
quantity  of  charcoal  has  been  added  to  recent  importations, 
thus  giving  the  article  an  unsightly  appearance,  and  thereby 
enabling  importers  to  enter  it  as  unrefined  boric  acid  at  a 
lower  duty.  Every  parcel  is  now  tested  by  dissolving 
a  sample  in  hot  water,  the  charcoal,  of  course,  remaining 
insoluble. 

Russian  Chemicals. — A  company  is  being  formed  in 
St.  Petersburg  under  the  title  of  the  "  Pharmacon  Joint- 
stock  Co.,"  with  a  capital  of  30,000/.,  in  100Z.  shares,  to 
make  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  sell  the 
same. — The  Superphosphates  and  Chemical  Products  Co., 
Strzhemischitze  of  Warsaw,  made  a  net  profit  of 
22,394  roubles  in  its  seventh  (1905-6)  working  year,  against 
a  loss  of  7,549  roubles  in  the  preceding  year. 

™  Pink  Pills"  in  Russia.— The  "  Pharmatz.  Journal" 
prints  the  following  extract  from  the  journals  of  the 
Medical  Council  : 

Considering  that  the  Paris  firm  Hablen  &  Co.  has  again 
erroneously  supposed  that  "  Pink  Pills  "  prepared  otherwise 
than  according  to  the  pharmaceutical .  formula  authorised 
by  the  Medical  Council,  and  containing  a  Btrong  acting 
ingredient — arsenic — may  be  imported  into  and  Bold  in 
Russia,  the  Council,  to  obviate  the  possibility  of  further 
mistakes  in  this  matter,  recommends  that  the  request  of 
the  agent  of  the  firm  named  for  permission  to  introduce  and 
sell  in  Russia  the  preparation  made  by  his  principals,  known 
as  "Pink  Pills,"  should  be  refused. 

Domestic  Pharmacies. — According  to  the  "  Viestnik 
Tavritcheskago  Semstva "  the  local  council  of  Simperopol 
had  declared  in  favour  of  establishing  domestic  pharmacies 
in  such  parts  of  the  country  as  are  distant  from  medical 
centres.  But  the  district  government  presented  a  report 
supporting  the  view  of  the  Medical  Council  discouraging 
the  idea,  on  the  ground  that  the  people  then  would  get  the 
habit  of  consulting  the  unskilled  owners  of  such  pharmacies 
instead  of  going  to  qualified  men.  The  public  might  think 
that  they  had,  in  virtue  of  their  pharmacies,  some  official 
medical  recognition,  "  whereas  even  such  simple  remedies 
as  castor  oil,  pills,  and  the  like,  require  to  be  administered 
with  knowledge."  The  consequence  would  be  a  legalised 
form  of  quackery,  and  the  Semstvo  should  not  accept  the 
responsibility  of  countenancing  such  a  sin.  Nevertheless 
the  Semstvo  held  that  the  experiment  should  be  tried  in  a 
few  places. 

On  the  List. — According  to  the  official  journals  of  the 
Russian  Medical  Council,  the  following  goods  are  now  ad- 
mitted into  Russia  :  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  oleate  of  tin, 
oleate  of  zinc,  and  oleate  of  bismuth  ;  for  sale  in  pharmacies 
and  pharmaceutical  stores  :  Syrup  of  rhubarb  (aromatic), 
pepsin  cordial,  and  sugar-coated  pills  of  lecithin  ;  to  be  sold 
on  medical  prescription  :  Kola  cordial  and  liquid  acid  phos- 
phates, oleate  of  mercury,  and  cocaine  oleate,  also  globul. 
sal.  ethyl,  globul.  sal.  palmetto  and  santal  oil,  and  soluble 
flexible  capsules  of  salol  and  of  santol  compound,  fluid  bay 
laurel  concent. ;  also  for  sale  in  pharmacies  and  pharmaceuti- 
cal stores,  compressed  tablets,  (a)  haeminal,  (6)  soda  mint ; 
also  for  sale  on  medical  prescription  :    (a)  fluid  extract 


echinacea,  (b)  fl.  ext.  valerian,  (c)  fl.  ext.  kava-kava,  and 
(d)  fl.  ext.  coca.  The  following  have  been  refused  admission 
as  containing  strong  active  ingredients  :  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.'s  creosoted  emulsion  of  cod-liver  oil  with  hypophos- 
phites  of  calcium  and  sodium,  ipecacuanha-wine,  glycerol 
yerbine  compound,  Capsolene  and  Emollientine,  and  oleate 
of  copper  and  oleate  of  manganese. 


Colonial  ano  foreign  IRews. 

The  long-talked-of  Combine  of  Belgian  pharmacists  has 
at  length  been  accomplished,  and  the  new  Association  has 
started  its  career  under  the  title  of  "La  Nationale  Phar- 
maceutique."  It  is  divided  into  six  sections,  and  its  object 
is  to  look  after  the  professional  interests  of  its  members  and 
to  take  action  in  cases  where  the  rights  or  prestige  of  the 
profession  are  involved.  M.  Haazen,  of  Antwerp,  has  been 
elected  first  President. 

Asking  for  More. — The  societies  of  students  of  phar- 
macy at  the  Dutch  Universities  have  presented  a  remark- 
able petition  to  the  Minister,  asking  that  the  examinations 
should  be  made  more  stringent  and  that  students  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  attending  courses  in  bacteriology, 
food-analysis,  and  first-aid  in  accidents.  This  petition  is 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  presented  by  the  Dutch 
Apotheker  Verein  to  the  Minister  at  the  end  of  last  year ; 
but  surely  such  a  step  on  the  part  of  students  is  unique. 

Patent  Medicines  in  Venezuela. — The  amount  of  drugs 
and  medicines  annually  imported  into  Venezuela  is  consider- 
able. Chemists'  shops  are  numerous  in  Caracas,  says  the 
British  Consul  at  that  port,  and  they  are  said  to  drive  a 
large  trade.  It  is,  therefore,  not  surprising  to  find  that 
drugs  and  medicines  bulk  largely  among  the  import  sta- 
tistics. Under  "  patent  medicines  "  alone  at  least  27,488£. 
"\vorth  is  recorded  as  imported  into  Venezuela  in  1906,  of 
which  14,359£.  worth  was  from  the  United  States,  the  next 
contributors  being  France,  the  United  Kingdom  (2,956Z.), 
the  Netherlands,  and  Germany  in  the  order  mentioned.  If, 
however,  "drugs  and  medicines  not  otherwise  specified" 
are  added,  the  total  imported  must  reach,  at  a  rough  esti- 
mate, some  45,500Z.  per  annum,  or  more  than  the  total  value 
of  the  rice-imports. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Proprietary  Medicines  of 
the  Austro-Hungarian  pharmacists  held  a  sitting  at  Vienna 
on  April  16,  when  it  was  decided  to  write  to  the  firm  produc- 
ing "  Tuberal  "  asking  either  that  the  cost-price  of  the 
article  be  reduced  or  that  the  retail-price  be  raised.  The 
article  sells  well,  and  the  profit  is  too  small  for  the 
shopkeepers.  Discussing  special  remedies,  one  member 
urged  that  all  foreign  producers  of  specialities  should  be 
asked  to  let  home  (Austrian)  pharmacists  make  their 
preparations,  otherwise  Austrian  pharmacists,  particu- 
larly in  respect  to  tablets,  could  accept  no  responsibility 
for  contents.  He  proposed  that  the  introduction  of 
foreign  specialities — particularly  tablets — should  be  for- 
bidden. A  long  discussion  followed,  and  the  suggestion  was 
by  resolution  agreed  to.  It  was  also  decided  to  send  to 
medical  bodies  a  list  of  forbidden  medicines  for  their 
members,  so  that  they  should  not  prescribe  them. 

Alcohol-industry  in  Austria-Hungary. — The  severe 
winter  weather  has  aroused  misgivings  regarding  the  potato- 
yield,  and  hence  a  sharp  advance  in  potato-prices, 
while  the  price  of  spirit  is  already  4  kr.  higher  than 
at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign.  The  domestic  de- 
mand has  increased  considerably,  especially  for  dis- 
tant months,  while  the  Bohemian  manufacturers  are 
holding  back  in  the  face  of  trustworthy  reports  from 
Galicia  forecasting  a  material  shrinkage  of  output.  Con- 
sumers are  readily  paying  the  high  prices,  more  particularly 
in  Galicia,  where  the  demand  is  very  keen,  although  export 
business  is  subdued  in  spite  of  decreasing  "  outside  "  com- 
petition. Home  consumption  for  March  alone  showed  an 
increase  of  16,900  hi.,  of  which  10,000  hi.  is  credited  to 
Hungary.  The  output  there,  on  the  other  hand,  increased 
by  12,000  hi.,  but  the  exports  from  Cisleithanien  alone  show 
for  the  season  so  far  a  shrinkage  of  35  per  cent.,  or  about 
30,000  hi.,  against  last  year.  Total  consumption  in  Austria- 
Hungary  since  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  shows  an 
increase  of  113,100  hi. 
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Soutb  Bfrican  1flew0. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 

Note.—"  The  Chemist  and  Drug-grist  "  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orang-e  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

The  Customs  Authorities  are  seizing  labels  and  empty- 
packages  carrying  the  imprints  of  foreign  names  and 
countries,  shipped  out  to  be  filled  in  South  Africa.  The 
Transvaal  and  Cape  Colony  officials  seem  to  be  the  most 
energetic  in  this  respect.  In  the  Cape  Colony  there  is 
a  Merchandise-marks  Act,,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the 
Custom-house  it  would  be  forgotten  altogether. 

A  Coloured  Messenger  with  a  penchant  for  phar- 
maceutical goods  is  James  Youngblutt  (21),  formerly  with 
Mr.  Geddes,  chemist,  of  Kloof  Street,  Cape  Town.  Young- 
blutt had  a  notion  to  acquire  (without  payment)  benzine, 
lypsyl,  tooth-powder,  vaseline,  headache-cure,  and  face- 
paper — in  fact,  his  toilet-table  must  have  been  the  envy  of 
his  native  friends — but  he  has  been  "  retired  "  for  a  month 
for  stealing. 

Camphor-trees  grow  fairly  well  in  some  parts  of  Cape 
Colony,  but  those  in  a  position  to  judge  do  not  consider  that 
a  payable  industry  could  be  established.  Mr.  D.  E. 
Hutchins,  formerly  Cape  Conservator  of  Forests,  is  now  on 
his  way  to  British  East  Africa  for  the  British  Government 
to  inspect  the  large  number  of  camphor-trees  in  that  country. 
He  believes  it  possible  to  extract  camphor  from  them  on  a 
paying  basis. 

Plague  has  Again  Broken  Out  in  Cape  Colony,  and  two 
natives  have  died  from  the  disease  at  King  William's  Town. 
This  is  the  third  outbreak  in  five  years.  The  "  South 
African  Medical  Record"  warns  the  authorities  that  unless 
the  war  against  rodents  is  kept  up,  the  wearisome  business 
and  experiences  of  a  few  years  back  will  again  be  in  evidence. 
The  "  S.A.M.R."  does  not  think  that  ships  coming  from 
the  Far  East  and  Indian  ports,  on  arrival  at  a  South 
African  port,  are  looked  after  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view 
as  well  as  they  should  be. 

The  Doctor  on  Advertising. — Dr.  Darley-Hartley, 
editor  of  the  "  South  African  Medical  Record,"  sued  the 
proprietor  and  publishers  of  a  paper  known  as  "  Palmer's 
Weekly "  for  damages  for  libel.  The  case  was  heard  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  Cape  Town,  on  April  18,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Maasdorp.  The  case  arose  out  of  a  Medical 
Council  inquiry  into  alleged  unprofessional  conduct  on 
the  part  of  another  medico,  who  was  said  to  be  advertising. 
"Palmer's  Weekly"  thought  that  Dr.  Darley-Hartley  did 
as  much  to  advertise  himself  as  any  other  doctor,  hence  the 
proceedings.  Dr.  Darley-Hartley  laid  his  claim  for 
damages  at  500/.,  and  was  awarded  30Z.  damages  against 
the  newspaper,  and  20/.  against  the  publishers,  with  all 
costs. 

Personal. — Mr.  J.  Clayton  Smith,  manager  of  Messrs. 
Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.'s  pharmacy,  Adderley  Street,  Cape 
Town,  leaves  for  England  at  the  end  of  June  on  a  three 
months'  holiday. — Mr.  H.  Campbell  Smith,  of  Martin 
Elgar,  Ltd.,  after  visiting  the  different  business  centres  of 
South  Africa,  has  sailed  for  England,  where  he  will 
reside  permanently.  Mr.  Campbell  Smith,  who  is  a  director 
of  Messrs.  Smith  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Victoria  Street,  Bristol, 
agents  of  Martin  Elgar,  Ltd.,  in  Europe,  prior  to  his 
departure  was  presented  with  a  handsome  mahogany  cigar- 
cabinet  by  those  associated  with  the  company  at  Cape 
Town.- — Mr.  J.  H.  Cooper's  new  pharmacy  in  Shortmarket 
Street,  Cape  Town,  is  about  ready  for  occupation.  The 
green  fittings  are  a  new  departure  in  South  Africa. 

Assistants'  Qualification. — Commenting  on  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
(reported  in  the  G.  <b  D.  of  May  11,  p.  697), 
our    correspondent    says    that    it    is    not    quite  clear 


what  Mr.  Smiles  and  his  followers  are  after.  That  the 
Preliminary  examination  should  be  altered  to  meet  exist- 
ing conditions  has  the  sympathy  of  many  chemists  in  tha 
Cape.  Exception  is  taken  to  the  "School  Higher"  ex- 
amination, as  it  covers  educational  tests  extraneous  to  what 
a  youth  who  wants  to  become  a  chemist  requires  to  know, 
and  the  examinations  are  not  held  often  enough.  As  to  tha 
unqualified  man  dispensing  or  selling  over  the  counter, 
there  seems  to  be  nothing  in  the  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act, 
1891,  to  keep  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist  owning  & 
shop  from  going  to  his  lunch  or  the  bank,  or  from  leaving  his 
shop  for  an  hour  or  so  for  any  similar  purpose,  and  tha 
police  fully  recognise  this ;  but  what  they  object  to  is 
when  the  personal  supervision  as  provided  for  in  Section  8 
of  the  Amended  Act  of  1899  is  not  carried  out.  If  a  regis- 
tered man  is  in  charge  of  a  drug-store,  he  must  not  go  away 
from  Saturday  morning  to  Monday  night  unless  another 
registered  man  is  left  in  charge,  and  not  the  apprentice  or 
unqualified  assistant.  No  proceedings  have  been,  or  are 
likely  to  be,  brought  against  a  registered  chemist  owning  a 
shop  providing  the  spirit  of  the  Act  is  complied  with.  The 
police  contend  that  a  chemist  cannot  have  two  stores,  near  to 
or  distant  from  each  other,  and  supervise  them  both,  employ- 
ing an  unqualified  man  to  share  the  work.  When  such  drug- 
stores have  been  under  police  observation  it  had  clearly  been 
demonstrated  that  the  Act  was  being  violated,  for  it  re- 
quires that  "  every  shop  shall  be  conducted  under  the  bond- 
fide  and  personal  supervision  of  some  registered  chemist 
and  druggist." 

Natal. 

A  Public  Auction. — On  April  26  the  stock  and  fixtures 
lately  belonging  to  Mr.  H.  J.  Brereton,  chemist,  Durban, 
were  put  up  for  sale.  The  business  is  one  of  the  oldest- 
established  and  best-known  in  the  South  African  Colonies. 
Financial  difficulties  were  the  cause  of  sale  (see  C.  <£■  D., 
May  4,  p.  664),  and  it  is  a  sign  of  the  depressed  times  the 
Colony  is  going  through  at  present.  Chemists  were  welL 
represented  at  the  sale,  but  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any 
keen  competition.  The  first  bid  was  1,000/.,  and  the  price 
gradually  rose  to  3,500/.,  at  which  the  business  was  bought 
in  by  the  bondholder.  The  stock,  both  in  and  out  of  bond, 
is  reckoned  to  be  worth  10,000/.,  more  or  less ;  the  fixtures 
in  the  retail  are  very  handsome  solid  mahogany,  and  the 
stand  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Durban.  The  shop  was  opened 
for  business  on  the  morning  following  the  sale  by  Mr.  G.  S. 
Jones,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  has  acquired  the  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Jones  is  an  old  Square  man,  and  was  for  some 
time  with  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  at  Vere  Street,  London, 
W.  Mr.  Jones  has  been  for  a  decade  senior  assistant  of 
the  business  he  has  just  taken  over.  He  has  been  recognised 
as  one  of  the  few  photographic  experts  in  Durban,  and  he 
has  the  good  wishes  of  his  confreres  in  his  new  venture. 

Transvaal. 

Personal. — Mrs.  W.  Palmer,  of  Cermiston,  whose  death 
we  recorded  in  the  O.  <£•  D.  of  April  27  (p.  645),  was  born 
in  Melbourne,  Australia.  She  died  from  ptomaine  poison- 
ing. Mr.  Palmer  is  an  Australian,  being  well  known  in 
Victoria  and  Tasmania. 

Two  New  Retail  Toilet-requisite  Stores,  which  have 
been  opened  in  Pritchard  Street,  Johannesburg,  are  in- 
dulging in  the  doubtful  luxury  of  selling  single  articles  at 
less  than  wholesale  list-prices.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
how  they  will  come  out  after  such  methods. 

On  Tour. — Mr.  Miles  Walker  Pole,  chemist,  Braam- 
fontein,  is  shortly  leaving  for  a  trip  to  England. — Mr.  A. 
Sive,  senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Sive  Bros.,  wholesale 
chemists  and  druggists,  has  left  Johannesburg  for  an  ex- 
tended tour  in  Europe  and  America  (see  also  p.  797).  He 
will  be  away  for  about  a  year. 

Early-closing. — The  chemists  of  Roodepoort,  a  reef 
town  about  twelve  miles  west  of  Johannesburg,  have  agreed 
that  from  May  1  their  hours  of  business  will  be  on  week- 
days from  8  a.m.  to  7.30  p.m.,  on  Saturdays  from  8  a.m.  to 
9  p.m.,  and  on  Sundays  and  public  holidays  from  12  to  1  p.m. 
and  6  to  7.30  p.m. 

The  Pharmacy  Board. — For  the  vacancy  on  the  Phar- 
macy Board,  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Skinn,  the 
only  candidate  nominated  when  the  mail  left  was  Mr. 
Charles  Keir,  of  Messrs.  T.  E.  Jolly  &  Co.,  who  is  receiving 
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the  unanimous  support  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The 
present  Board  completes  its  term  of  office  (three  years)  next 
November. 

The  Annual  Conference  of  delegates  from  the  various 
Chambers  of  Commerce  met  in  Pretoria  on  April  23  to 
April  25.  Among  those  attending  were  Mr.  E.  J.  Adcock, 
chemist,  Krugersdorp,  and  Mr.  A.  Walsh,  of  Cape  Town, 
managing  director  of  Lennon,  Ltd.  The  Customs  Conven- 
tion of  1906,  under  which  the  chemists  have  been  so  harshly 
dealt  with,  came  in  for  much  scathing  criticism  from  the 
Transvaal  delegates. 

A  Society  Smoker.— The  Pharmaceutical  Society  held  a 
•very  successful  smoking-concert  on  April  25,  at  the  Troca- 
-dero,  Johannesburg.  The  President  (Mr.  E.  Q.  Leeds) 
presided  over  an  attendance  of  about  a  hundred  chemists 
and  friends.  Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  D.  L. 
Behrmann,  F.  A.  Benson,  W.  Bonthron,  R.  Butters, 
\W.  A.  J.  Cameron  (Secretary,  Medical  Council  and  Phar- 
macy Board),  Christie,  J.  H.  Dinwoodie,  J.  George,  W. 
Gray,  E.  Hester,  J.  Heymann,  S.  M.  Hendry,  J.  L.  Hoogan, 
T.  E.  Jolly,  Jennings,  A.  H.  Jones,  L.  H.  Karnovsky, 
C.  Keir,  A.  Macdonald  (Hon.  Secretary),  J.  Manson,  W.  B. 
,  Marshall,  Mills,  Neilson,  R.  McGeorge,  Buddenbaum,  W. 
'McRobb,  Austin  Purnell,  W.  B.  Rawlinson,  A.  Renme 
(Vice-President),  W.  T.  Simpson,  A.  S.  Smith,  H.  Teeger, 
L.  Thomas,  H.  Weildon,  J.  W.  White,  T.  W.  Wileman, 
■and  Williamson.  The  programme  was  long  and  varied, 
and  excellently  arranged,  every  item  being  enthusiastically 
received.  The  following  gentlemen  took  part  :  Messrs. 
Jeffries,  Leith  Harvey,  W.  A.  Johns,  Maclane,  Russell, 
W.  T.  Simpson,  H.  W.  Pearson,  Montgomery,  C.  Leonard, 
and  J.  W.  Nelson.  Dr.  Smith,  of  Johannesburg  Hospital, 
gave  a  clever  exhibition  of  sleight-of-hand.  The  concert 
was  unanimously  voted  the  best  ever  given  on  the  Rand. 
The  entire  programme  was  in  the  able  hands  of  Mr.  Austin 
Purnell,  retail  manager  of  Lennon,  Ltd. 


CAPE  POISONS  SCHEDULE. 

In  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Government  "  Gazette,"  dated 
April  26,  an  amendment  to  the  Poisons  Schedule  of  Act  7  of 
1899  is  published  for  general  information.  It  provides  as 
follows: 

Division  1. 

(Conditions  of  Sale  same  as  in  Old  Schedule.) 
Arsenic,  and  its  preparations. 

Aconite,  and  its  preparations.  ,.  ,,  .  „  .  . , 

Aconitine,  Atropine,  Strychnine,  and  all  other  poisonous  alkaloids 
and  their  salts,  and  preparations  thereof,  unless  otherwise  pro- 
vided for. 
Cantharides. 

(6)  Chloral  Hydrate,  and  its  preparations. 
(6)  Chloroform.  .  . 

(6)  Cocaine,  and  its  salts,  and  solutions  containing  I  per  cent,  or 
more  thereof. 

Cyanide  of  Potassium,  and  all  other  cyanides  and  sulpho-cyanidcs, 

and  their  preparations. 
.Ergot  of  Bye,  and  its  preparations. 

(a)  Mercuric  Chloride  (Corrosive  Sublimate),  and  its  preparations. 
(a)  Mercuric  Iodide. 

(6)  Morphine  (Morphia)  and  its  salts,  and  solutions  containing  1  per 

cent,  or  more  thereof. 
(6)  Opium,  and  solid  extracts  of  opium. 
Prussic  Acid,  and  its  preparations. 
Savin,  and  its  oils. 
Tartar  Emetic. 

Vermin-killers,  if  preparations  of  poisons  the  preparations  of  which 
are  in  Division  1  of  this  Schedule. 

Division  2. 

(Conditions  of  Sale  same  as  in  Old  Schedule.) 
'(a)  Acetanilid  (Antifebrin). 

.Almonds,  Essential  Oil  of,  unless  deprived  of  Prussic  Acid. 

Belladonna,  and  its  preparations,  except  Atropine,  in  Division  1. 
"  (a)  Cannabis  Indiea  or  Indian  Hemp  or  Gunjah,  or  the  African 

Dagga  and  the  Cape  Wild  Dagga,  and  their  preparations. 
.  Cantharides,  tincture  and  all  vesicating  liquid  preparations  of. 
.  Carbolic  Aoid. 

(a)  Chlorodyne. 
'  (a)  Digitalis,  and  its  preparations. 

(a)  Exalgin. 

Nux  Vomica,  and  its  preparations  (except  Strychnine  in  Division  1). 
Opium,  preparations  of  (except  Extract  and  Morphine,  in  Division  1), 

and  preparations  of  poppies. 
Oxalic  Acid,  and  its  soluble  salts. 
(a)  Phenazone  (Antipyrin). 
Precipitate,  Bed  (Mercury  Bed  Oxide). 
Precipitate,  White  (Ammoniated  Mercury), 
(a)  Strophanthus,  and  its  preparations. 
(a)  Sulphonal. 
(a)  Trional. 

Vermin-killers  (see  Division  1).   Compounds  containing  poisons  pre- 


pared for  the  destruction  of  vermin,  if  not  subject  to  provisions 

of  Division  1,  are  in  Division  2. 
(a)  Preparations  of  all  poisons  included  in  Division  1  which  are  not 

specially  provided  for  therein, 
(o)  Indicate  additions  to  the  Schedule.    (6)  Eemoved  from  Divi- 
sion 2  of  the  former  Schedule  to  Division  1  of  the  new. 

The  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Act,  1899,  pro- 
mulgated September  19,  1899,  makes  special  provision  for 
patent  and  proprietary  articles  containing  any  poison  men- 
tioned in  the  third  schedule  of  the  Act.    Clause  16  reads : 

From  and  after  a  date  to  be  proclaimed  by  the  Governor,  which 
shall  not  be  less  than  six  months  after  publication  in  the  "  Gazette, " 
of  his  intention  to  proclaim  such  date,  every  patent  or  proprietary 
medicine  intended  for  human  use  and  containing  any  poison 
mentioned  in  the  third  Schedule  to  this  Act,*  shall  bear  upon  the 
bottle,  case,  or  other  package  immediately  containing  such  medicine, 
a  true  and  exact  statement  setting  forth  the  fact  that  poison  is 
contained,  and  the  ordinary  name  of  such  poison,  and  any  person 
selling  or  keeping  for  sale  any  such  medicine  not  so  labelled  shall 
be  liable,  upon  conviction,  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds, 
and,  in  default  of  payment,  to  six  months'  imprisonment  with  or 
without  hard  labour :  provided  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  tho 
Governor,  after  consulting  the  Council  and  Board,  and  after  giving 
six  months'  notice  in  the  "Gazette"  of  his  intention  so  to  do,  to, 
declare  any  article  mentioned  in  such  notice  to  be  a  poison  within 
the  meaning  of  the  said  Schedule,  providing  that  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  not  apply  to  the  medicines  commonly  called  Dutch 
Medicines.  For  the  purposes  of  this  section  the  provisions  of  the 
21st  Section  of  the  Act  No.  5  of  1890  shall  apply  mutatis  mutandis  to 
such  medicine. 

The  Governor  has  never  given  notice  in  the  "  Gazette  "  of 
his  intention  to  enforce  this  clause,  nor,  from  what  can  be 
gathered,  is  there  any  likelihood  of  his  doing  so.  Therefore, 
there  seems  no  need  for  any  change  by  manufacturers  and : 
shippers  of  proprietaries.  The  reason  for  placing  chloroform- 
in  Division  1  may  be  put  down  to  a  murder  case  that  took  place, 
some  time  ago  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  when  chloroform  was 
used  on  the  victim,  who  was  afterwards  buried  in  lime  in  an 
outhouse.  The  publication  of  the  schedule  caused  some  little 
flutter  in  drug-circles  in  the  Cape,  as  presumably  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  Department  and  the  President  of  the  Colonial 
Pharmacy  Board  (who  is  absent  from  the  Colony)  alone  know 
what  has  or  will  be  done.  The  Government  do  not  say  when 
the  new  schedule  will  be  in  force,  but  it  is  understood  that  it 
will  come  into  force  a  month  from  date  of  publication. 


3nbia  anb  tbe  East 

Homeward  Bound.- — Mr.  W.  Wilson,  chemist,  Rawal 
Pindi,  passed  through  Bombay  on  April  27  en  route  for 
England. — Mr.  C.  B.  Robinson,  of  Thomson  &  Taylor,  sailed 
for  England  on  May  4.  Letters  may  be  addressed  to  him, 
care  of  Messrs.  J.  H.  Bower  &  Co.,  138  Leadenhall  Street- 
London,  E.C.,  after  June  1. 

The  New  Japanese  Pharmacy  Regulations  recently  ap- 
proved by  the  last  Japanese  Diet  provide  for  the  following  : 
Intentionally  manufacturing  or  storing  medicines  con-- 
trary  to  standard  will  be  an  offence. 
A  penalty  is  to  be  applied  to  delinquent  companies. 
Restrictions  on  members  and  employes  of  houses  dealing 
in  medicines. 

Administrative  veto  powers  authorised  against  deleterious- 
or  improper  medicines. 

Administrative  veto  powers  authorised  against  delinquent 
pharmacists  or  apothecaries. 

Absolute  responsibility  to  be  borne  by  pharmacists  as  to 
medicines  which  they  deal  in. 

Dangerous  or  changeable  medicines  are  now  to  be  sold  to 
the  public  only  by  pharmacists  or  apothecaries  employing 
pharmacists. 

Licensed  apothecaries  of  over  five  years'  standing  may 
deal  in  such  medicines  upon  application  to  the  local 
governors. 

We  quote  these  provisions  from  the  "  Japanese  Druggist." 

A  Cocaine  Case. — Ahsan  Lllah,  seventy  years  of  age, 
appealed  at  the  Punjab  Chief  Court  on  May  1  against  a 
sentence  of  three  months'  rigorous  imprisonment  and  a  fine 
of  Rs.  400,  pronounced  upon  him  recently  by  the  Sessions 
Judge  at  Delhi.  The  offence  alleged  was  illegal  possession 
of  cocaine.  The  police  discovered  that  a  Delhi  merchant 
was  in  the  habit  of  sending  to  Germany  for  cocaine,  and 
after  some  time  the  appellant  was  captured  with  twenty- 
five  packets  in  his  chadar.  After  hearing  all  the  eviuence 
Mr.  Justice  Shah  Din,  taking  into  consideration  the  appel- 
lant's age,  remitted  the  sentence  of  imprisonment,  but 
increased  the  fine  to  Rs.  1,000. 

*  That  is  the  Poisons  Schedule  now  extended. 
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"Who  Owns  the  Prescription?" — This  ancient  query 
has  been  exercising  some  of  the  local  branches  of  the 
A. Ph. A.,  and,  so  far  as  any  consensus  of  opinion  can  be 
arrived  at,  the  general  attitude  seems  to  be  that  the  pharma- 
cist should  keep  the  prescription  whether  he  owns  it  or  not. 

Considerable  Interest  has  been  aroused  in  President 
Roosevelt's  proposition  to  call  together  a  Conference  in 
Washington  for  the  purpose  of  restricting  the  international 
sale  and  importation  of  such  narcotic  drugs  as  are  abused 
by  habitues.  It  is  proposed  to  have  several  countries  repre- 
sented, and  it  is  hoped  that  some  good  may  result  from  the 
Conference. 

The  Drug-clerks  of  the  city  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  have 
affiliated  themselves  with  union  labour,  and  have  intimated 
to  their  employers  that  they  want  certain  reforms  made. 
Among  other  things,  they  expect  to  bring  about  shorter 
hours,  Sunday  closing,  a  representation  of  clerks  on  the 
■State  Board  of  Pharmacy,  and  larger  salaries.  They  seem 
disposed,  however,  to  work  in  a  conciliatory  spirit,  and  to 
co-operate  rather  than  antagonise. 

Early-closing.— The  druggists  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  have 
been  waging  an  early-closing  campaign  for  several  months, 
but  they  have  finally  abandoned  it  until  fall  on  account  of 
the  summer  soda-water  season.  American  druggists  have 
such  a  large  trade  in  soda  drinks  during  the  summer  months 
that  they  object  to  closing  at  all  on  Sundays,  and  they  desire 
to  keep  their  places  of  business  open  until  a  late  hour  on 
evenings  during  the  week.  A  vote  on  the  proposition  taken 
in  Cleveland  showed  that  101  out  of  128  druggists  were  in 
favour  of  evening  closing,  whereas  only  78  though  it  wise  to 
close  at  all  on  Sunday. 

Examination-questions.— An  interesting  case  has 
recently  arisen  in  the  State  of  Indiana.  Mr.  David  Hecht, 
a  member  of  the  State  Examining  Board  in  Pharmacy,  was 
indicted  by  the  Courts,  and  was  afterwards  tried,  on  the 
■charge  of  having  sold  the  examination-questions  in  advance 
to  a  candidate  for  registration.  He  was  acquitted  by  the 
jury  upon  the  belief  that  he  had  simply  been  endeavouring 
to  trap  the  candidate.  Meanwhile,  Mr.  Hecht  had  been  dis- 
charged from  the  State  Board,  and  now  his  friends  would 
like  to  see  him  reappointed  as  a  complete  vindication.  The 
sale  of  examination-questions  is  more  or  less  of  an  evil 
throughout  the  country,  and  reports  of  the  occurrence  are 
disagreeably  frequent. 

The  American  Perfumers'  Association  has  been 
assiduously  endeavouring  for  some  years  to  educate  the 
American  people  to  the  belief  that  American-made  perfumes 
are  just  as  good  as  those  which  are  imported  from  France. 
It  has  been  rather  a  hard  fight,  for  the  American  lady  is 
very  apt  to  think  that  no  perfume  is  so  good  as  that  which 
bears  a  French  label.  At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  New  York  it  was  reported  that  articles  had  been 
printed  in  a  number  of  newspapers  and  trade  magazines 
pointing  out  the  excellence  of  American-made  products. 
The  perfumers  seemed  to  feel  that  considerable  good  had 
resulted  from  the  campaign,  and  a  vote  was  passed  that  it 
be  continued  even  more  aggressively. 

Denatured  Alcohol.— Despite  the  fact  that  the  national 
Congress,  over  a  year  ago,  passed  a  Denatured  Alcohol  Bill, 
very  little  of  the  substance  has  yet  found  its  way  into  com- 
merce. The  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Government 
authorities  have  been  very  onerous,  and  it  has  only  been 
within  the  past  few  weeks  that  druggists  have  been  granted 
the  privilege  of  buying  the  article  from  their  jobbers  in 
quantities  of  5  gals,  or  less.  Now  that  this  step  has  been 
taken  it  seems  quite  likely  that  a  very  general  sale  of 
denatured  alcohol  may  develop  in  the  pharmacies  of  the 
country.  Meanwhile,  however,  the  amendments  to  the  law 
enacted  by  the  last  Congress,  two  or  three  months  ago,  give 
the  farmers  of  the  country  the  privilege  of  distilling  and 
denaturing  alcohol  on  their  own  premises,  so  that  druggists 
need  not  expect  any  patronage  from  the  agricultural  classes. 

The  American  Druggists'  Syndicate  was  formed  a  year 
►r  so  ago  for  the  purpose  of  comprising  a  co-operative  asso- 
ciation of  retail  druggists,  scattered  throughout  the  country, 


who  should  unite  in  the  manufacture  of  a  line  of  druggists' 
specialities  and  pharmaceuticals.  The  concern  was  also  to 
act  as  a  "buying  club"  for  the  purchase  of  certain 
sundries.  The  company  held  its  first  annual  meeting 
recently,  and,  among  other  things,  it  was  declared  tha* 
there  is  now  a  membership  of  3,000  stockholders.  So 
successful  have  been  the  financial  transactions  of  the  syndi- 
cate that  it  was  voted  to  declare  dividends  next  year  of 
20  per  cent.  The  president  of  the  syndicate  is  Mr.  Georga 
Ramsey,  who  is  general  manager  and  the  active  head  of 
the  great  Hegeman  Corporation,  the  owner  of  ten  or  twelva 
large  stores  in  New  York  City.  Mr.  Ramsey  was  born  in 
Ireland,  and  visits  his  native  heath  every  few  years.  Tha 
Hegeman  Corporation  have  recently  bought  the  old  Knicker- 
bocker Store  at  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Bleecker  Street. 
In  Baltimore  a  new  company  has  arisen,  and  is  known  as 
"The  United  Drug  Stores  Co.,"  which  has  bought  thre» 
existing  stores.  The  success  of  the  A.D.S.  has  inspired 
the  formation  of  three  or  four  similar  corporations.  "  The 
Druggists'  Corporation  of  Canada,"  with  headquarters  in 
Toronto,  seems  to  have  been  formed  primarily  for  the 
purchase  and  distribution  of  proprietary  medicines  and  other 
supplies  on  favourable  terms.  Mr.  G.  E.  Gibbard  is 
apparently  the  leading  spirit  in  the  enterprise.  "The 
United  Druggists'  Supply  Co."  is  still  another  corporation 
which  has  recently  been  given  birth  in  Detroit.  Besides  this, 
one  or  two  other  organisations  have  either  been  formed  or 
are  being  talked  of  as  early  probabilities. 


Canadian  1ftem 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


Wood-spirit. — Several  inquiries  have  reached  the 
Canadian  representative  of  trade  in  London  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  production  of  wood-spirit  in  Canada.  These  in- 
quiries have  come  from  British  firms  handling  wood-spirit 
and  also  acetate  of  lime.  This  industry  seems  to  be  de- 
veloping in  Canada,  and  there  are  several  new  projects  for 
the  production  of  wood-spirit. 

Mr.  Joseph  Contant,  a  prominent  druggist  of  Montreal, 
has  been  chosen  unanimously  by  the  Chambre  de  Commerce 
to  act  on  the  commission  which  will  shortly  consider  the 
advisability  of  changing  the  law  respecting  compensation 
to  workmen  for  injuries  sustained  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties.  This  was  in  response  to  a  request  from  the 
Hon.  W.  A.  Weir,  Provincial  Minister  of  Public  Works, 
to  the  Chambre  to  suggest  a  competent  person  to  fill  this 
position. 

Professor  and  Mrs.  Rutherford  have  been  presented 
with  two  crayon  portraits  by  R.  G.  Matthews  and  a 
quantity  of  solid  silverware  by  the  members  of  the  staff  of 
McGill  College.  Professor  and  Mrs.  Rutherford  are  leav- 
ing shortly  for  Manchester,  England,  where  next  session 
Professor  Rutherford  will  commence  his  duties  as  Director 
of  Physical  Laboratories  at  the  Manchester  University. 
One  of  the  portraits  will  remain  at  McGill,  in  the  Physics 
Building. 

Wampole  Business. — Mr.  J.  E.  Jones,  of  Toronto,  who 
represented  Mr.  H.  W.  Brick,  former  manager  of  the 
Canadian  office  of  the  Henry  K.  Wampole  Co.,  of  Phila- 
delphia, at  the  preliminary  hearing  in  Perth,  states  that  the 
Crown  secured  an  enlargement  to  go  to  Philadelphia  and 
see  the  Wampole  people  there  in  regard  to  the  vouchers,  and 
for  this  purpose  the  case  stands  over.  It  is  stated  that  the 
National  Drug  and  Chemical  Co.  have  entered  into  negotia- 
tions with  the  H.  K.  Wampole  Co.  with  a  view  to  pur- 
chasing their  drug-manufacturing  business  in  Perth.  The 
tragic  death  of  Mr.  Wampole  upset  business  a  good  deal,  and 
for  some  time  the  outlook  has  not  been  encouraging.  The 
business,  however,  is  a  good  one,  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
N.  D.  and  C.  Co.  would  no  doubt  soon  be  in  a  flourishing 
condition. 

Montreal  College  of  Pharmacy. — The  annual  meeting 
has  just  been  held  in  the  new  premises  of  the  Corporation 
at  the  corner  of  Ontario  and  Mance  Streets.  In  the  absence, 
through  illness,  of  Mr.  David  Watson  (President),  Mr. 
W.  H.  Chapman  (Vice-President)  conducted  the  meeting. 
As  Treasurer  of  the  Building  Committee,  he  presented  his 
report  and  gave  a  risumi  of  the  transactions  of  that  com- 
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tnittee  leading  up  to  the  acquisition  of  the  new  home  in 
which  they  were  meeting.  The  following  were  elected  as 
the  Executive  Board  for  the  ensuing  year  :  Messrs.  J.  E. 
Tremble,  Achille  Goyette,  Victor  Levesque,  C.  J.  Covern- 
4on,  R.  W.  Williams,  E.  J.  Nadeau,  Thos.  R.  Goulden,  M. 
Albert,  and  W.  S.  Stone.  These  gentlemen,  with  Mr.  David 
Watson  (President),  Mr.  W.  H.  Chapman  (Vice-President), 
and  Mr.  E.  Muir  (Treasurer),  who  were  elected  by  acclama- 
tion, will  form  the  Board  of  the  College  for  the  year  1907-8. 


Cooperation. 


THE  annual  Co-operative  Congress,  convened  by  the 
co-operative  unions,  was  opened  at  Preston  on  May  20. 
Delegates  were  present  from  all  parts  of  the  British  Isles 
and  from  several  Continental  countries.  Councillor  W. 
Lander,  of  Bolton,  presided.  The  annual  report  of  the 
Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  to  the  Congress 
gave  figures  showing  the  general  progress  of  the  co-operative 
movement.  The  report  stated  that  this  year  there  were 
1,596  societies,  as  against  1,614  in  1905,  and  figures  were 
given  relating  to  1,588  of  these  societies.  The  number  of 
members  in  the  1,588  societies  was  2,332,754,  while  the 
number  in  the  1,609  societies  (of  which  details  were  given 
last  year)  was  2,259,479.  The  shares  held  amounted  to 
30,259,8092.,  as  against  29,040,0202. ;  the  sales  realised 
97,933,7572.,  as  against  94,197,5142. ;  and  the  profit  was 
10,974,9952.,  as  against  10,458,1632.  We  tabulate  the  analysis 
of  the  figures  for  the  wholesale  and  retail  societies  as  follow  : 


Wholesale  Societies. 
Two  :  One  English,  one  Scotch. 


Increase 

Decrease 

Members 

1,411 

8 

Shares  

£1.696,022 

£35.950 

Sales   

£29,650,217 

£1,921.950 

Profits  

£776,991 

£141,118 

Retail  Societies. 


Increase 

Decrease 

INumber  of  so- 

cieties 

1,448 

9 

Members 

2,222,417 

69,232 

;Shares  

£27,350,588 

£1,273,414 

.Sales   

£63,353,772 

£2.266,781 

Profits  ...  ... 

£9,972,250 

£413,012 

Besides  these  there  are  other  three  kinds — productive 
societies  (131  in  number,  against  141),  supply  associations 
.(four),  and  special  societies  (eleven,  one  less  than  last  year), 
The  productive  societies  had  nearly  750  fewer  members 
•than  in  1905,  but  the  capital  employed  had  increased  by 
322,3322.  The  trade  during  the  year  had  increased  by 
570,6872.,  but  the  profits  realised  showed  a  decrease  of 
27,7862.,  and  the  losses  amounted  to  13,6862.,  as  against 
U,5072.  The  membership  of  the  supply  associations  (which 
were  the  same  in  number  as  in  1905)  increased  by  4,715, 
•the  shares  by  3672.,  but  the  sales  showed  a  decrease  of 
55,8852.,  and  the  profits  fell  by  4,9392.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  membership  of  the  special  societies  increased  by  eighty- 
three,  the  shares  by  1,0152.,  the  sales  went  up  8,3852.,  and 
the  profits  1,6292. 

During  the  day  the  following  resolution  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Douse  (Midland  Sectional  Board)  : 

That  this  Congress  emphatically  protests  against  the 
provisions  in  the  Bill  which  has  been  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment for  the  amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  which  pre- 
vent co-operative  societies  from  carrying  on  the  business 
of  a  chemist  and  druggist  unless  each  such  society  has  a 
qualified  chemist  and  druggist  elected  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  management,  and  that  the  Parliamentary  Council 
!be  authorised  to  exert  every  effort  to  defeat  the  proposals. 
Further,  that  this  Congress  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  Phar- 
macy Acts  should  be  amended  so  as  to  permit  of  proprietary  i 
articles  and  patent  medicines,  which  contain  a  certain  quan-  | 
4ity  of  scheduled  poisons,  being  sold  by  co-operative  societies 


and  dealers  without  the  necessity  of  employing  a  qualified 
chemist,  provided  that  such  medicines  and  articles  are  sold 
in  unbroken  packages  as  received  from  the  manufacturer. 
Mr.  Douse  said  the  question  was,  Were  they,  as  co-operators, 
to  allow  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  do  what  it  could  to 
prevent  the  growth  of  their  movement?  It  was  not  pro- 
posed to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  real  rights  of  chemists 
and  druggists  ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  co-operative  shop- 
men were  capable  of  dealing  with  patent  medicines  con- 
tained in  the  schedule  of  poisons  without  having  a  qualified 
chemist  and  druggist  to  sit  upon  the  committee.  Councillor 
Bott  ( Wigan)  seconded  the  resolution.  Mr.  Harris  (Agricul- 
tural Organisation  Society)  asked  if  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee had  taken  into  consideration  the  effect  of  the  Bill,  if 
made  law,  upon  co-operative  agricultural  societies.  The 
Chairman  said  the  Parliamentary  Committee  had  not,  but 
they  would  do  so.  Mr.  Wheelhouse  (Barnsley),  in  support- 
ing the  resolution,  pointed  out  they  had  built  up  a  successful 
chemist-and-druggist  business,  and  they  were  quite  alive  to 
the  serious  position  which  would  arise  should  the  Bill  pro- 
posed by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  become  law.  He  there- 
fore hoped  the  Parliamentary  Committee  would  do  all  in  its 
power  to  prevent  it  from  being  placed  on  the  statute-book. 
The  resolution  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  Congress. 


Cbemical  Society. 


A MEETING  was  held  at  Burlington  House  on  Thursday, 
May  16,  the  chair  being  taken  by  Professor  Meldola 
(ex-President),  owing  to  the  absence  of  Sir  William  Ramsay 
in  Paris,  where  he  has  been  attending  the 

Jubilee  Celebrations  of  the  Chemical  Society  of  Paris. 

The  congratulatory  address  presented  by  the  delegates  of 
the  Society  on  that  occasion  was  read.  It  recalled  the  fact 
that  the  famous  chemist  Wurtz  was  deputed  by  his  col- 
leagues to  visit  London  and  study  the  organisation  of  this 
Society,  and  that  the  Paris  institution  was  finally  modelled 
on  the  same  lines.  The  address  also  referred  sympatheti- 
cally to  the  losses  both  Societies  had  recently  suffered  by 
the  death  of  Berthelot  and  Moissan. 

The  Structure  of  Simple  Inorganic  Substances 
was  the  subject  of  the  first  paper  read,  and  it  occupied 
practically  the  whole  time  of  the  meeting.  The  authors  were 
Messrs.  Pope  and  Barlow,  who  have  recently  shown  that  the 
crystalline  structure  of  a  compound  can  be  accounted  for  by 
regarding  it  as  composed  of  masses  of  close-packed  spheres 
(sphere  of  influence  of  an  atom),  and  that  this  structure 
furnishes  an  explanation  of  the  valencies  of  the  atoms  con- 
stituting the  compound.  In  the  present  paper  the  atoms  of 
elementary  substances  were  considered,  and  it  was  shown 
that,  adopting  this  view,  the  elements  ought  to  crystallise 
either  in  the  cubic  or  in  the  orthorhombic  system,  and  ex- 
amination of  the  data  available  shows  that  56  per  cent,  of 
the  elements  actually  belong  to  the  former  crystallographic 
group  and  33  per  cent,  to  the  latter.  As  regards  the  re- 
mainder, data  are  in  many  cases  not  available  and  in  others 
are  untrustworthy  ;  but  it  was  stated  that  the  few  exceptions 
so  far  found  could  be  explained  on  the  assumption  that  the 
constituent  atoms  are  not  all  of  exactly  the  same  size.  The 
argument  was  then  applied  in  a  similar  manner  to  a  number 
of  inorganic  binary  compounds.  In  the  discussion  which 
followed  Dr.  Divers  rather  severely  criticised  the  method 
adopted  by  the  authors  of  expressing  the  axial  ratios  of 
crystals,  which,  he  thought,  obscured  the  issue  and  intro- 
duced unnecessary  complications,  though  he  agreed  that  the 
results  obtained  constitute  a  valuable  addition  to  chemical 
knowledge. 

The  Theory  of  Dyeing. 

A  paper  contributed  by  Mr.  Hiibner  was  then  read.  The 
author  takes  the  view  that  dyeing  is  a  purely  physical 
phenomenon,  and  in  support  of  this  the  results  of  experi- 
ments were  quoted,  which  showed  that  the  amount  of  "night- 
blue  "  absorbed  by  cotton  depends  on  the  amount  of  surface 
exposed  by  the  fibre,  and  that  this  and  other  colouring- 
matters  are  absorbed  by  kaolin,  kieselguhr,  graphite,  and 
charcoal  just  as  they  are  by  textile  fibres.  Moreover  (con- 
trary to  what  is  generally  stated  in  text-books),  the  dyes 
cannot  be  washed  out  of  these  inorganic  substances. 

The  remaining  papers  were  taken  as  read,  their  authors 
having  by  this  time  (10.15  p.m.)  left  the  meeting. 
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Zhc  3ubtlee  of  tbe  Society  Cbirmque  oe  tfrance. 


FIFTY  years  ago  three  energetic  French  chemists  agreed 
to  meet  at  regular  intervals  in  a  room  at  a  restaurant 
in  Paris  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  instruction  in  the  science 
of  which  they  were  enthusiastic  students.  From  this  small 
beginning  grew  the  "  Societe  Chimique  de  Paris,"  which  sub- 
sequently widened  its  scope  and  became  the  "  Societe 
Chimique  de  France." 

To  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  birth  the 
Society  invited  to  Paris  a  number  of  distinguished  chemists 
from  all  parts  of  Europe,  and  these  were  joined  by  many 
delegates  sent  by  various  societies  connected  with  chemistry. 
The  official  proceedings  lasted  from  May  16  to  May  18 ;  but 
private  hospitalities  extended  into  this  week. 

The  First  Meeting 

took  place  on  Thursday,  May  16,  in  the  amphitheatre  of  the 
Ecole  Superieure  de  Pharmacie,  close  to  the  Luxemburg 
Palace.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  by  the  members 
of  the  French  Society,  and  among  the  foreign  delegates 


Dr.  Louis  Bouveault, 
President  of  the  Societe  Chimique  de  France. 
Born  at  Nevcrs,  Nievre,  France,  on  February  11,  1864.  Studied 
at  the  Ecole  Polytechnic,  Paris,  and  elsewhere,  Doctor  of  Medicine 
and  Sciences.  Took  the  degree  of  Doetor  of  Physical  and  Chemical 
Sciences  at  the  Paris  Sorbonne  in  1890  by  a  thesis  on  "  Cetonic 
Nitrates  and  their  Derivatives."  He  was  nominated  in  1901  Lec- 
turer at  the  Paris  Faculty,  and  four  years  later  was  appointed 
Assistant  Professor  at  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Sciences.  He  has  also 
held  the  posts  of  Assistant  Professor  at  the  Faculties  of  Medicine 
and  Sciences  of  Lyons  and  at  the  Faculty  of  Sciences  of  Lille.  He 
will  probably  succeed  to  Moissan's  chair  at  the  Sorbonne. 

were  many  of  the  most  distinguished  chemists  of  the  present 
day.  The  Chemical  Society  of  London  was  represented  by 
its  President,  Sir  W.  Ramsay,  K.C.B.,  Dr.  Horace  Brown, 
and  Mr.  C.  E.  Groves ;  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry 
by  Dr.  K.  C.  Markel,  Dr.  J.  Lewkowitsch,  and  Mr.  W.  F. 
Reid.  Sir  W.  Perkin  and  Professor  H.  E.  Armstrong 
strengthened  the  English  contingent,  which  compared 
favourably  with  the  representatives  of  any  other  nation.  The 
Deutsche  Chemische  Gesellschaft  sent  Dr.  Graebe  and  Dr. 
Liebermann,  whose  names  have  been  so  frequently  united 
in  important  chemical  investigations.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  that  Nestor  of  chemical  industry,  Dr.  von  Martius, 


who  was  also  the  delegate  of  the  Verein  Deutscher  Chemiker. 
Piutti  represented  Italy,  Werner  and  Willstaetter  the 
Societe  Chimique  de  Zurich,  while  Reverdin  and  Ador  were 
present  on  behalf  of  the  Societe  Chimique  de  Geneve. 
Geneva  also  sent  Guye,  Mulhouse,  Noelting,  and  Strasburg 
Fittig.  The  Societe  Physico-ehimique  de  Russie  was  repre- 
sented by  Jacovlew  and  Antonow,  and  Holland  by  Rom- 
burgh  and  Hollembrin. 

The  Societe  Chimique  de  France  was  well  represented  by 
M.  Bouveault,  its  President,  who  was  supported  by  M. 
Armand  Gautier,  a  former  President  of  the  Society.  The 
general  arrangements  were  under  the  direction  of  the  able 
and  courteous  Secretary,  M.  A.  Behal,  whose  numerous 
researches  in  organic  chemistry  have  founded  a  method  for 
the  production  of  artificial  camphor,  which  is  being  carried 
out  on  a  large  scale  in  France  and  England. 

The  President  (M.  Bouveault)  welcomed  the  delegates  in 
a  brief  speech,  after  which  Dr.  Graebe  read  the  first  address, 
which  was  from  the  Deutsche  Chemische  Gesellschaft. 
eulogising  the  work  of  the  French  Society  and  mentioning 
by  name  many  of  the  most  distinguished  members.  Dr. 
von  Martius  followed  on  behalf  of  the  Verein  Deutscher 
Chemiker,  after  which  Professor  Piutti,  of  Naples,  made 
an  eloquent  speech  in  Italian.  Sir  William  Ramsay 
referred  in  a  few  appropriate  words  to  the  Chemical 
Society  as  the  elder  sister  of  the  French  Society,  and  read 
the  address  presented  by  the  Society  of  which  he  is  the 
distinguished  President.  Mr.  Walter  F.  Reid  followed 
on  behalf  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  which,  he 
said,  is  but  a  younger  sister,  but  already  greater  in 
numbers  than  her  elder  relatives  and  not  deficient  in 
activity.  Indeed,  having  sections  at  the  Antipodes  and  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  she  might  claim  to  be 
working  day  and  night  in  order  to  take  a  worthy  place 
beside  her  colleagues.  Mr.  Reid  then  read  and  presented 
to  the  President  the  illuminated  address  of  the  Council, 
which  was  tastefully  decorated  with  the  English  rose  and 
the  French  tricolour.  The  text  of  the  address  was  as  follows  : 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Societe  Chimique 
de  France. 

We,  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Society  of 
Chemical  Industry,  send  you  our  heartiest  greetings  on  the 
occasion  of  your  jubilee  celebrations,  and  seize  gladly  the 
opportunity  for  congratulating  you  on  the  completion  of 
fifty  years  of  corporate  life,  filled  to  overflowing  with  the 
best  fruits  of  human  effort.  The  work  you  have  accom- 
plished in  those  fifty  years  is  written  large  in  the  pages  of 
science  and  industry.  The  services  of  your  Society  to  the 
cause  of  pure  science  are  beyond  the  limits  of  time  and 
space  to  enumerate ;  nor  is  there  need  to  enumerate  them, 
for  they  are  known  and  admitted  by  all.  It  would  suffice,  if 
there  were  doubt,  to  cite  two  names  of  the  highest  distinc- 
tion— Berthelot  and  Moissan.  Men  like  these  are  mourned 
by  the  whole  civilised  world,  and  their  loss  is  a  sad  proof  at 
once  of  the  debt  under  which  you  have  laid  every  nation 
and  of  the  solidarity  of  interest  and  affection  which  makes 
kin  the  whole  world  of  science.  The  influence  of  your 
Society  has  been  no  less  beneficent  to  industry.  By  stimu- 
lating research  and  by  aiding  in  the  diffusion  of  chemical 
knowledge  and  its  application  to  arts  and  manufactures, 
you  have  been  largely  instrumental  in  maintaining  the 
position  of  France  as  one  of  the  leading  factors  of  civilisa- 
tion. Work  such  as  this  is  the  raison  d't  trc  of  our  Society, 
and  it  is  in  this  aspect  therefore  of  your  varied  activity  that 
appeals  most  strongly  to  our  admiration,  an  admiration 
which  we  cannot  better  express  than  by  emulating  that 
devotion  to  great  purposes  whereby,  advancing  during  half 
a  century  from  strength  to  strength,  the  "  Societe  Chimique 
de  France"  has  attained  its  present  proud  position  among 
the  learned  bodies  of  the  world.  Finally,  we  would  venture 
the  hope  that  the  present  festival  in  which  you  so  generously 
invite  us  to  participate  may  inaugurate  a  now  era  in  the 
history  of  your  great  Society  transcending  in  achievement 
even  its  glorious  past. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  behalf  of  the  Society  at  its 
office,  Palace  Chambers,  Westminster,  on  Tuesday,  the 
23rd  day  of  April,  1907. 

Charles  G.  Cresswell,  Eustace  Carey, 

General  Secretary.  President. 
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Other  speakers  followed,  representing  Russia,  Norway, 
and  Switzerland  ;  then  M.  Eeynal,  representing  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  made  an  excellent  speech,  in 
which  he  referred  to  the  services  rendered  to  the  State  by 
chemists,  specially  mentioning  the  improvement  of  agri- 
culture and  the  raising  of  the  commercial  morality  of  the 
country  by  means  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Adulteration 
Acts,  which  would  be  impossible  without  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  chemists.    During  the  afternoon 

An  Excursion 
was  made  to  Sevres  by  special  steamer.  Showery  weather 
interfered  somewhat  with  the  enjoyment  of  the  beautiful 
scenery  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Seine ;  but  the  objects 
of  interest  at  Sevres,  and  the  favourable  conditions  under 
which  they  were  seen,  soon  rendered  the  visitors  oblivious 
of  the  unfavourable  weather.  While  the  ordinary  manu- 
facturing operations  at  Sevres  resemble  those  at  other 
porcelain  factories,  yet  there  are  some  points  of  detail  in 
which  the.  French  factory  differs  from  its  competitors.  For 
instance,  the  fuel  used  for  firing  the  kilns  is  birch-wood, 
while  at  Berlin  pine-wood  is  preferred.    The  composition 


Professor  Aug.  Behal, 
Secretary  of  the  Societe  Chimique  de  France, 
Member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine. 


of  the  Sevres  paste  also  differs  somewhat  from  that  of 
Berlin  and  Dresden,  and  there  are  many  secrets  of  colours 
and  glazes  which  are  not  revealed  to  the  curious.  One 
method  of  decoration  of  recent  introduction  is  interesting 
to  the  chemist.  Oxalate  of  zinc  is  allowed  to  crystallise  on 
the  surface  to  be  decorated,  producing  radial  crystalline 
films  of  great  beauty,  especially  when  the  chief  ingredient 
is  coloured  by  different  metallic  salts.  After  crystallisation 
the  porcelain  is  fired,  thus  fixing  the  pattern  of  the  crystals 
indelibly  upon  the  glaze.  Chemical  porcelain-ware  does 
not  here  occupy  the  prominent  place  that  it  does  at  Berlin, 
where  a  large  showroom  is  devoted  to  it ;  but  chemists 
found  numerous  objects  of  interest  in  the  museum  in  which 
the  original  specimens  prepared  by  many  scientific  men  who 
have  been  connected  with  the  factory  are  preserved.  The 
Earge  platinum  vessels  used  by  Ebeleun  in  his  researches 
on  the  artificial  production  of  minerals  aroused  the  envy 
of  many  of  those  who  now  have  to  pay  more- than  ten  times 
as  much  for  this  useful  metal.  While  the  Sevres  collection 
is  probably  unrivalled  from  the  artistic  point  of  view,  the 
museum  is  no  less  interesting  to  the  technologist,  especially 
on  account  of  the  collection  of  ceramic  products,  ranging 


from  prehistoric  times  to  the  most  recent  scientific  dis- 
coveries such  as  titanium  glazes. 

Banquet. 

In  the  evening  the  visitors  were  invited  to  a  banquet  at 
the  Palais  d'Orsay,  in  a  magnificent  hall  adjoining  the 
Lyons  Railway  Station,  which  is  itself  one  of  the  most 


handsome  of  a  series  of  beautiful  buildings  on  the  banks  of 
the  Seine.  A  large  number  of  prominent  French  scientists 
assembled  to  greet  their  foreign  colleagues.  Accompany- 
ing the  President  of  the  Societe  Chimique  (M.  Bouveault) 
were  several  former  presidents,  including  Le  Bel.  creator  of 
stereochemistry;  Riban,  Professor  at  the  Sorbonne ;  and 
Tanret,  whose  researches  upon  the  constitution  of  sugars 
are  classical.  Poirier,  so  well  known  in  connection  with 
dyestuffs  ;  Dr.  Hauriot,  Director  of  the  Laboratory  of  the 
Mint,  whose  work  on  lipase  is  well  known ;  Moureu,  Pro- 
fessor at  the  Ecole  de  Pharmacie,  to  whom  we  owe  much  of 
our  knowledge  of  the  gases  contained  in  mineral  waters ; 
Cazeneuve,  who  has,  unfortunately  for  science,  abandoned 
his  researches  on  the  derivatives  of  camphor  to  become  a 
deputy;  Bertrand,  of  oxydase  fame;  A.  Behal,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Societe  Chimique,  discoverer  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful process  of  making  synthetic  camphor — these  and 
many  others  assembled  to  entertain  their  guests  from  all 
parts  of  Europe. 

The  after-dinner  speeches  were,  of  course,  mainly  con- 
gratulatory. After  some  introductory  remarks  by  Presi- 
dent Bouveault,  Dr.  Graebe  made  a  speech  in  French 
advocating  greater  friendship  among  the  nations.  As  ho 
rightly  remarked  :  "  Le  genie  de  toutes  les  nations  se  com- 
plete." Dr.  Lewkowitsch  followed  on  behalf  of  the  Society 
of  Chemical  Industry,  proposing  in  French  the  prosperity 
of  the  Societe  Chemique  de  France.  The  Society  which  he 
represented  blended,  he  said,  science  with  practice,  as  had 
been  done  by  such  eminent  men  as  Chevreul  and  Berthelot. 
Sir  W.  Ramsay  then  proposed  the  health  of  the  strangers. 
Professor  Piutti,  in  a  speech  delivered  with  all  the  fiery 
eloquence  of  the  sunny  South,  embodied  a  number  of  toasts 
in  his  remarks,  including  the  Minister  who  represented  the 
French  Government,  chemical  science,  and  French  and 
Russian  ladies,  there  being  a  lady  of  the  latter  nationality 
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present  at  the  banquet.  After  several  other  speeches,  M. 
Pichon,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  made  a  speech  in 
which  he  acknowledged  the  great  services  rendered  by 
chemists  to  the  State,  especially  in  agriculture  and  hygiene, 
and  made  a  happy  reference  to  the  harmony  which  for- 
tunately prevails  between  French  scientific  men  and  their 
colleagues  in  all  other  countries. 

The  Second  Day. 

On  Friday,  May  17,  the  proceedings  commenced  by  a 
display  of  products  and  apparatus  of  the  members  of  the 
Society.  These  were  limited  to  work  done  during  the  last 
year,  but  were  of  great  interest.  M.  G.  Bertrand  showed  a 
number  of  products  obtained  by  means  of  the  bacterium  of 
sorbose,  which  he  has  isolated,  and  with  the  help  of  which 
he  has  obtained  many  substances  of  great  scientific  im- 
portance, including  several  synthetic  sugars.  This  process 
appears  destined  to  throw  much  light  upon  the  life  processes 
of  the  lower  organisms,  and  may  give  rise  to  new  industries. 
Abbe  T.  B.  Senderens  showed  products  obtained  by  the 
catalysis  of  alcohols  when  passed  through  a  tube  heated  to 
a  temperature  of  about  300°  C.  and  brought  into  contact 
with  hydrogen  and  a  catalysing  agent  such  as  phosphate  of 
alumina  or  a  special  variety  of  amorphous  phosphorus. 
Underthese  circumstances  water  is  formed  at  the  same  time 
as  a  derivative  from  the  original  alcohol.  For  instance, 
menthol  produces  water  and  menthene.  The  process  is 
already  being  utilised  in  England  for  splitting  up  glycerides 
into  fatty  acids  and  glycerin.  Among  the  apparatus  dis- 
played we  were  glad  to  notice  fused  quartz  vessels  from 
England.  A  new  and  very  efficient  fractionating  condenser, 
by  M.  H.  Vigreux,  was  shown,  in  which  the  glass  is  indented 
with  a  number  of  points  directed  downwards.  The  vapours 
condense  on  these  points  and  drop  down,  so  that  there  is 
no  spot  at  which  condensed  liquid  can  collect. 

At  ten  o'clock  M.  Armand  Gautier  gave  an  excellent  dis- 
course on  the  history  of  the  Societe  Chimique,  referring 
briefly  to  the  more  important  work  of  the  many  distin- 
guished chemists  who  have  been  connected  with  the  Society 
since  its  foundation.  Then  followed  the  distribution  of 
prizes  to  students. 

In  the  afternoon  a  visit  to  Chantilly  was  made  in  a  special 
train,  and  in  the  evening  the  visitors  were  invited  to  a 
meeting  of  the  Societe  Chimique  in  the  rooms  of  the  Societe 
d'Encouragement  in  the  rue  de  Rennes.  In  this  meeting 
papers  from  country  members  only  were  read,  and  will  be 
duly  published  in  the  "Bulletin."  At  all  meetings  places 
of  honour  were  reserved  for  the  guests,  who  had  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  hospitable  reception  given  to 
them. 

The  Third  Day. 

Saturday  was  devoted  to  a  reception  at  the  Hotel  de 
Ville,  where  the  Mayor  (Dr.  Lefevre),  himself  a  well-known 
biologist,  offered  his  guests  a  glass  of  champagne  "  pur  par 
definition,"  as  he  happily  expressed  it. 

A  pleasant  visit  terminated  with  an  excellent  theatrical 
soiree  at  the  Palais  d'Orsay  ;  but  many  visitors  remained  in 
Paris  (as  has  been  indicated)  to  partake  of  further  private 
hospitality. 


Bankruptcy  IRcport. 

Re  Frederick  Hubner,  4  Oxford  Street,  Reading.  Medical 
Belt  and  Truss  Maker.— The  Official  Receiver,  Mr.  Cecil 
Mercer,  has  issued  his  final  report  to  the  creditors  showing 
the  position  of  the  estate  at  the  date  of  declaring  a  first  and 
final  dividend,  and  his  application  for  release  as  trustee.  He 
states  that  an  offer  was  received  to  purchase  the  assets  for 
80?. ,  and  it  was  accepted.  The  Receiver's  accounts  show  that 
the  total  net  realisations  have  amounted  to  86/.  17s.  5c/.  The 
total  costs  and  charges  of  administering  the  estate  are 
27/.  8s.  5d. ;  there  has  been  paid  for  rent  31/.  5s.,  preferential 
claims  23/.  17s.  6<7.,  and  a  first  and  final  dividend  of  2\d.  in 
the  pound  absorbing  together  59/.  9s.,  making  the  total 
accounted  for  86/.  17s.  5c/. 


Brazilian  Monazite-sand. — In  the  export  of  monazite-sand 
from  the  Brazilian  State  of  Bahia  25  per  cent,  of  the  present 
value — which  is  about  0.37  milreis  per  kilo. — has  to  be  paid 
as  export-duty.  To  this  must  be  added  2  per  cent,  "statis- 
tical "  duty,  and  1/.  per  ton  for  a  special  duty  known  as 
"  renda  interna." 


Xeoal  IReports. 


Hiffh  Court  Cases. 

The  Soap  War. 
Two  actions  brought  by  Lever  Bros.,  Ltd. — one  against  the 
Associated  Newspapers,  Ltd.,  and  the  other  against  the 
Pictorial  Newspaper  Co.,  Ltd. — were  mentioned  before 
Lords  Justices  Moulton  and  Buckley  in  the  Court  of  Appeal 
on  May  17.  Both  defendant  companies  are  appealing  against 
a  decision  of  Mr.  Justice  Sutton  in  chambers,  affirming  an 
order  of  Master  Chitty,  who  directed  that  the  actions  should 
be  tried  at  Liverpool.  The  actions  arose  out  of  the  Soap 
Trust  war,  and  Messrs.  Lever  Bros.,  Ltd.,  claim  damages 
for  alleged  libellous  statements  published  in  the  "Daily 
Mail  "  and  other  papers  of  the  Harmsworth  group. — Mr. 
Isaacs,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Duke,  K.C.,  appeared  for  the  appel- 
lants, who  are  desirous  of  having  the  case  tried  in  London. 
Mr.  Isaacs  asked  that  the  appeals  might  stand  over  till  next 
term  on  the  ground  that  he  and  Mr.  Duke  were  both  engaged 
in  a  case  in  another  court,  and  that  Mr.  Norman  Craigr 
who  represented  the  Pictorial  Newspaper  Co.,  Ltd.,  was 
also  unable  to  attend.-— Mr.  Horridge,  K.C.,  for  Lever 
Bros.,  Ltd.,  said  it  was  most  vital  for  his  clients  that  the 
actions  should  be  tried  as  soon  as  possible,  as  there  had  been 
a  serious  libel  affecting  Mr.  Lever,  a  soap-manufacturer  and 
a  member  of  Parliament. — It  was  ultimately  arranged  that 
the  appeals  should  stand  over  till  next  sittings,  the  post- 
ponement in  no  way  to  prejudice  Messrs.  Lever. 

Butter  of  Antimony  Case. 
In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  Tuesday,  May  21r 
Lord  Johnston  heard  evidence  in  the  action  by  Jacob  Rosen, 
cigarette-maker,  35  Victoria  Road,  Dundee,  against  Charles 
Stephen,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dundee,  for  500/.  as 
damages  for  having  supplied  the  pursuer  with  butter  of 
antimony  to  be  applied  to  the  head  of  his  child,  who  was 
suffering  from  ringworm.  Mr.  Maclennan,  K.C.,  and  Mr. 
Spens  appeared  for  the  pursuer,  and  Mr.  Morison.  K.C., 
and  Mr.  MacRobert  for  the  defender.  Reports  of  the 
hearing  on  the  preliminary  pleas  appeared  in  the  C.  <£.•  D.  of 
February  2,  1907,  p.  185,  February  16,  p.  251,  and 
February  23,  p.  288.  On  the  last  of  these  occasions  his 
Lordship  declined  to  hold  the  action  irrelevant,  and  allowed 
the  case  to  go  to  proof. 

The  pursuer  was  the  first  witness,  and  he  stated  that  when 
at  Broughty  Ferry  a  man  told  him  to  get  butter  of  antimony 
for  the  child's  head.  Witness  sent  his  wife  to  the  defender's 
shop,  and  she  returned  saying  Mr.  Stephen  would  like  to> 
see  the  child's  head.  He  took  the  girl  back.  In  answering 
Mr.  Stephen's  questions  he  said  Dr.  Buist  ordered  sulphur 
ointment.  Mr.  Stephen  said  that  was  absolutely  useless. 
He  asked  Mr.  Stephen  if  it  would  be  safe  for  him  to  use  the 
butter  of  antimony,  and  Mr.  Stephen  replied,  "You  are 
quite  safe  to  put  it  on."  His  wife  applied  the  ointment 
[  ?  liquid]  on  the  Friday  night  and  Saturday  morning,  with 
such  bad  results  that  Dr.  Wenyon  was  called  in  and  attended 
the  girl  until  October,  when  she  became  an  out-patient  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  remained  so  for  six  weeks. 
Witness  then  told  how  he  went  to  Mr.  Stephen  about  the 
injury  which  had  resulted,  substantially  as  already  reported. 
In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  MacRobert,  witness  was  ques- 
tioned as  to  the  purchase  of  tincture  of  iodine,  and  regarding; 
Mr.  Stephen's  refusal  to  supply  Mrs.  Rosen  with  the  butter 
of  antimony,  and  his  warning  to  Rosen,  when  he  did  get  it, 
that  it  would  cause  pain.  Witness  denied  getting  tincture 
of  iodine. 

Mrs.  Rosen  corroborated  the  statements  made  by  her 
husband  in  most  particulars.  She  said  Dr.  Buist  prescribed 
sulphur  ointment,  and  it  was  doing  good  up  to  the  time 
the  man  at  Broughty  Ferry  told  them  to  use  butter  of 
antimony. 

Dr.  Wenyon  in  evidence  stated  that  when  he  was  called 
in  the  condition  of  the  girl's  scalp  showed  that  she  was 
suffering  from  some  violent  corrosive  burning.  At  first  he 
was  afraid  for  the  child's  life,  and  the  case  was  a  tedious 
one.  Defender  had  an  interview  with  witness.  He  seemed 
vexed  at  the  case.  He  thought  it  might  reflect  on  him  as  &• 
chemist.  Rosen,  he  said,  asked  for  the  drug,  and  he  did 
not  admit  his  account  of  the  circumstances  or  that  he 
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advised  him  to  use  the  drug.  The  defender  said  to  witness 
that  he  had  looked  up  the  Pharmacopoeia  and  found  that 
Gutter  of  antimony  is  described  as  a  "  desiccating  escha- 
rotic."  He  did  not  think  Stephen  appreciated  the  mean- 
ing of  these  two  words,  and  the  words  "almost  painless" 
coming  after  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  had  led  him  not  to 
appreciate  the  effect. 

By  Lord  Johnston  :  Defender  gave  him  the  impression 
"that  he  understood  the  thing  was  safe,  and  he  gave  it. 

Mr.  Stephen  was  in  the  habit,  he  continued,  of  advising 
people,  and  witness  mentioned  that  on  one  occasion  he 
{witness)  declined  to  administer  a  sleeping-draught  to  a 
patient  suffering  from  heart  trouble.  The  patient  died,  and 
he  learned  that  a  mild  sleeping-draught  had  been  admini- 
stered. He  found  that  the  bottle  bore  Mr.  Stephen's  label. 
Another  similar  case  was  mentioned,  but  witness  could  not 
■say  whether  in  these  cases  the  draught  had  been  prescribed 
•by  a  doctor  or  by  Mr.  Stephen. 

Two  witnesses  having  given  evidence  to  the  effect  that 
defender  had  prescribed  for  them, 

Dr.  Norman  Walker,  Edinburgh,  a  specialist  in  ringworm, 
was  called,  and  said  he  had  never  heard  of  butter  of  anti- 
mony being  used  for  ringworm,  and  spoke  generally  of  the 
■disease  and  its  remedies. 

This  closed  pursuer's  proof. 

Mr.  Charles  Stephen,  the  defender,  was  then  called,  and 
gave  his  account  of  what  happened.  Mrs.  Rosen  came  with 
a  paper  bearing  the  words  "butter  of  antimony  for  ring- 
worm." He  told  her  he  would  need  to  know  who  was  to 
■use  it.  Pursuer  came  to  the  shop  next  day  with  the  child. 
He  asked  for  a  pennyworth  of  iodine,  and  while  witness 
was  filling  the  iodine  into  the  bottle  pursuer  said,  "  This  is 
the  little  girl  whom  my  wife  wanted  the  butter  of  antimony 
■for,  and  you  would  not  give  it."  Witness  asked  what  "  ailed 
him  at  the  tincture  of  iodine,"  and  he  replied  that  it  was 
doing  no  good,  and  that  a  friend  had  recommended  butter 
of  antimony.  Witness  said  he  never  heard  of  butter  of 
antimony  being  used  for  that  purpose.  He  looked  up  Mar- 
tindale's  Extra-Pharmacopoeia,  and  read  that  it  did  not 
cause  much  pain,  and  that  it  might  be  a  useful  caustic.  Then 
he  gave  Rosen  a  bottle  of  it  and  told  him  how  to  apply  it, 
and  to  use  it  sparingly.  He  did  not  examine  the  child's 
head  or  give  any  advice.  Neither  did  he  say  the  sulphur 
was  of  no  use.  He  did  not  give  himself  out  as  advising 
people  as  to  the  use  of  drugs.  He  carried  on  business  only 
as  a  chemist. 

John  Allan,  assistant  to  Mr.  Stephen,  spoke  to  Mrs.  Rosen 
coming  to  the  shop  on  the  Sunday  morning.  She  asked  if  he 
could  give  her  anything  to  put  the  child's  head  right — that 
she  had  been  using  olive  oil  because  she  had  put  on  the 
butter  of  antimony  carelessly.  She  told  him  that  Mr. 
Stephen  had  told  either  her  or  her  husband  not  to  use 
the  butter  of  antimony. 

The  hearing  was  adjourned  till  June  11. 


County  Ccurt  Case. 

Glue-transactions. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  May  14,  before  Judge 
Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  an  action  was  brought  by  the  Grove 
Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  Crown  Works,  Appley  Bridge,  Wigan, 
Lancashire,  against  Messrs.  Dixon  &  Haydorn,  chemical- 
merchants,  20  St.  Dunstan's  Hill,  E.C.,  to  recover  the  sum 
of  291.  in  respect  of  twenty  bags  of  N.S.  glue  supplied  at 
29s.  per  bag.  After  hearing  counsel,  his  Honour  referred 
the  matter  to  the  Assistant  Registrar  to  adjust  the  accounts 
on  the  basis  that  the  defendants  were  entitled  to"2^  per  cent, 
commission,  but  not  to  15^. ,  which  they  had  claimed  in 
respect  to  glue  sold. 

Honey  valued  at  7,849?.  was  exported  from  the  Hawaiian 
Islands  during  1906,  practically  all  of  which  went  to  the 
United  States. 

Indian  Bees  for  California.— Attempts  to  introduce  Indian 
bees  direct  from  India  into  the  State  of  California  have  twice 
failed,  but  it  has  now  been  determined  by  the  University  of 
California  to  bring  the  insect  into  the  State  in  easy  stages  in 
the  course  of  several  seasons.  It  will  first  be  established  in 
the  Philippine  Islands,  then  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  whence 
it  will  be  eventually  taken  to  California.  The  value  of  the 
Indian  bee  is  said  to  lie  in  its  immense  wax-production  and 
great  power  of  flight. 


<Sa3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Edwards,  A.  J.,  and  Peace,  P.  C,  under  the  style  of  Arnolds 
Edwards,  M.D.,  and  Percy  Clift  Peace,  M.R.C.S.(Eng.), 
L.R.C.P.(Lond.),  Chorlton-cum-Hardy,  Manchester,  sur- 
geons and  general  medical  practitioners. 

Gott,  J.,  and  Lucas,  G.,  under  the  style  of  Gott  &  Lucas, 
Ringwood,  surgeons  and  general  practitioners. 

Sanger,  C,  Sanger,  E.  P.,  Sanger,  H.,  Sanger,  E.,  Pdlford, 
A.,  Smith,  D.  W.,  and  Presant,  C.  F.,  under  the  style  of 
John  Sanger  &  Sons,  Euston  Road,  N.W.,  wholesale 
chemists— so  far  as  regards  C.  Sanger  and  E.  P.  Sanger. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Bowen,  Daniel  Robert,  Hindley,  Lancashire,  late  Beaufort, 
Monmouthshire,  physician  and  surgeon. 

Adjudication. 

Essam,  Edward  Iszatt,  Billingborough,  Lincolnshire, 
chemist. 


1Rew  Companies  ano  Company  IRews. 


Austin  Edwards,  Ltd. — Capital  20,000?.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  tho  business  of  manufac- 
turers of  films,  plates,  and  other  photographic  material! 
carried  on  at  Warwick  and  elsewhere  by  Austin  Edwards. 

Non-Trust  Soaps,  Ltd. — Capital  50,000?.,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  442  Produce 
Exchange,  Manchester,  as  "  Scott's  Non-Trust  Soap,"  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  soap  manufacturers  and  merchants, 
chemists!  druggists,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are :  F.  W. 
Griffith,  clerk;  H.  G.  H.  Barnes,  solicitor;  F.  H.  Hodge, 
clerk;  S  Patey,  solicitor;  H.  J.  Tovey,  clerk;  H.  A.  Flint, 
stockbroker;  and  F.  J.  W.  Park,  clerk.  Registered  office, 
442  Produce  Buildings,  Manchester. 

Continental  Oil  and  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  2,000?., 
in  1?.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  soap  and 
soap-material  manufacturers,  dealers  in  oils,  oleaginous  and 
saponaceous  substances  and  chemical  preparations,  pharma- 
ceutical, manufacturing  and  general  chemists  and  druggists, 
oil  and  colour  men,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are :  A.  J. 
Tozer,  merchant ;  H.  W.  Hillman,  architect ;  C.  R.  Bayley, 
architect;  H.  H.  Newson  Smith,  C.A. ;  F.  W.  Lord,  C.A. ; 
J.  Hulley,  manufacturing  perfumer ;  and  W.  M.  Pullen, 
manufacturing  chemist.  Registered  office,  Hawthorn  Works, 
Hawthorn  Street,  Smethwick. 

Nuttall  &  Co.  (St.  Helens),  Ltd.— Capital  150,000?.,  in  100?. 
shares  (500  preference).  Objects:  To  adopt  an  agreement 
between  F.  R.  Dixon-Nuttall  of  the  first  part,  W.  F.  Dixon- 
Nuttall  of  the  second  part,  and  the  company  of  the  third  part, 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  glass,  glass 
bottles  and  vessels  of  all  kinds,  etc.  The  first  subscribers 
are:  G.  Bernard,  Liverpool,  manager;  F.  R.  Dixon-Nuttall, 
Prescot,  glass-bottle  manufacturer;  W.  F.  Dixon-Nuttall, 
Prescot.  glass-bottle  manufacturer ;  F.  W.  Marsh,  St.  Helens, 
C.A. ;  H.  S.  Oppenheim,  St.  Helens,  solicitor;  W.  Oppen- 
heim,  St.  Helens,  solicitor ;  and  J.  W.  Watts,  Hoylake,  C.A. 
F.  R.  Dixon-Nuttall  is  governing  director,  and  may  retain 
office  while  holding  20,000?.  shares.  Remuneration  500?.  per 
annum.  The  governing  director  has  power  to  appoint  other 
directors. 


Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  report  for  the  year  ended 
March  31  last  states  that  there  is  a  balance  to  the  credit  of 
profit-and-loss  account  of  778,471?.,  which,  with  61,744?. 
brought  forward,  makes  840,215?.  The  directors  propose  a 
dividend  on  the  ordinary  capital  at  the  rate  of  30  per  cent., 
making  30  per  cent,  for  the  year ;  to  place  to  reserve  fund 
100,000?.,  to  suspense  account  51,910?.,  to  be  written  off  patents 
account  2,500?.,  and  to  carry  forward  41,964?.  The  directors 
recommend  that  Mr.  Frederick  William  Brock,  who  has  been 
secretary  for  the  last  seventeen  years,  shall  be  elected  a 
director. 

Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Co.,  Ltd.— The  annual  report  for 
the  year  1906  states  that  the  estancias  showed  very  good 
results,  and  the  prices  realised  were  satisfactory.  The  year's 
working  generally  may  be  regarded  as  decidedly  favourable. 
The  purchase  of  the  two  estancias  in  Corrientes  (Argentine  Re- 
public) and  the  three  in  the  South  of  Paraguay  has  been  duly 
completed,  and  during  the  year  some  additional  land  in  the 
Argentine  Republic  and  South  Paraguay  has  been  acquired. 
The  issue  of  the  20,000  new  ordinary  snares  has  been  duly 
effected,  the  shares  being  largely  over-applied  for.  The  funds 
derived  from  the  issue  of  these  shares  are  being  advantageously 
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employed  in  the  business  of  the  company,  and  the  premium 
on  the  shares,  amounting  to  300,000/.,  will  be  put  to  a  special 
reserve.  The  balance  to  profit-and-loss  account  amounts  to 
214,417/.  14s.  lid. ;  and  out  of  this  have  been  paid  in  October 
last  six  months'  interest  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  prefer- 
ence shares,  amounting  to  12,500/. ;  in  April  last  six  months' 
interest  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum  on  preference  shares, 
amounting  to  12,500/.  ;  in  February  last  an  interim  divi- 
dend of  10  per  cent,  on  ordinary  shares,  amounting  to  50.000/. 
The  directors  propose  to  appropriate  the  balance  in  paying  a 
final  dividend  and  bonus  on  ordinary  shares,  as  stated  in 
last  week's  issue  (p.  767),  carrying  30,000/.  to  reserve,  2,000/.  to 
employes'  provident  fund,  and  deducting  16,003/.  for  directors' 
percentages,  leaving  a  sum  of  28,914/.  14s.  11c/.  to  carry  for- 
ward to  profit-and-loss  new  account. 

German  Dividends. — The  "  Farbenfabriken,"  formerly 
F.  Bayer  &  Co.,  Elberfeld,  have  issued  their  annual  report, 
showing  net  profits  amounting  to  11,096,660m.,  against 
10,494,213m.  for  1905.  The  dividend  declared  is  36  per  cent., 
against  33  per  cent.  All  the  works,  it  is  stated,  were  ex- 
traordinarily busy,  and  an  outlet  was  found  practically  in 
every  country.  In  the  case  of  Austria,  however,  the  outgoings 
were  materially  less,  as  that  country  had  previously  accumu- 
lated large  stocks  in  anticipation  of  the  higher  duty  for 
anilin-dye  products.  Owing  to  the  creation  of  the  tar-colour 
industry  there,  which  is  further  developing,  serious  price- 
undercutting  has  taken  place,  and  the  question  as  to  whether 
German  manufacturers  will  eventually  become  compelled  to 
establish  works  in  Austria  is  still  under  consideration.  In 
spite  of  her  internal  troubles,  Russia  has  considerably  in- 
creased her  takings  of  colour  and  pharmaceutical  products, 
and  payments  were  made  more  regularly,  while  losses  were 
reduced.  The  Moscow  installations  had  to  be  considerably 
enlarged,  since  export  to  Russia  is  now  almost  impossible, 
owing  to  the  prohibitive  duty.  Switzerland  has  not  as  yet 
made  up  her  mind  to  introduce  the  patent-protection  measure 
for  chemical  inventions  demanded  by  the  German  Govern- 
ment in  the  commercial  treaty.  The  German  industry,  the 
report  states,  may  possibly  also  be  compelled  to  start  the 
manufacture  of  patented  goods  in  England,  owing  to  the  diffi- 
culties that  have  been  raised.  Trade-prospects  for  the  current 
year  are  regarded  favourably.  —  The  "  Chemische  Fabrik 
Oranienburg  Akt.-Ges."  has  fixed  a  dividend  of  10  per  cent, 
for  last  year. — It  is  proposed  to  raise  the  capital  of  the  German 
Gold  and  Silver  Refining  Works  of  Frankfort  by  2,500,000m. 
The  profits  for  1906  are  estimated  at  4,603,934m.,  against 
2.707,343m.  in  1905,  and  a  dividend  of  30  per  cent.,  against 
22  per  cent.,  has  been  declared 


TRecent  TOtlte. 


The  late  Mr.  Albert  Kenyon,  indigo-merchant,  chemical 
broker,  and  drysalter,  of  Fountain  Street,  Manchester,  left 
3,550/. 

Mrs.  Sara  Schacht,  of  Clifton.  Bristol,  widow  of  Mr.  G.  F. 
Schacht.  left  estate  valued  at  1,258/.  19s.  2cZ.  gross,  with  net 
personalty  1,191/.  19s.  4fZ. 

Estate  of  the  gross  value  of  860/.  7s.  4cZ.  was  left  by  the  late 
Mr.  _  Walter  Sims  Brown,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  North 
Collingham,  near  Newark,  who  died  on  April  13. 

Mr.  John  Betts,  retired  chemist,  of  Woodbridge,  Suffolk, 
who  died  on  April  1,  left  estate  valued  at  1,078/.  10s.  lid. 
gross  and  1,037/.  10s.  llrZ.  net. 

Mr.  Walter  Sims  Brown,  chemist  and  druggist  of  North 
Collingham,  Newark,  Notts,  who  died  on  April  13,  left  estate 
of  the  gross  value  of  860/.  7s.  Ad. 

Mr.  John  Joseph  Horton,  chemist,  Sparkbrook,  Birming- 
ham, left  estate  valued  at  3,232/.  17s.  lOd.  gross,  of  which 
2,732/.  12s.  2d.  is  net  personalty. 

Mr.  Herbert  Capes,  formerly  manager  to  Messrs.  Brunner, 
Mond  &  Co.,  Northwich,  Cheshire,  left  estate  valued  at 
3,072/.  15s.  6rZ.  gross  and  1,574/.  6s.  Id.  net. 

Mr.  David  Peters,  of  Messrs.  Williams  &  Peters,  chemists, 
Kentish  Town,  N.W.,  who  died  on  March  18,  left  estate  valued 
at  2,978/.  10s.  2f7.  gross  and  2,631/.  6s.  8cZ.  net. 

Me.  Joseph  Helfenstein,  late  manager  for  Messrs.  R.  W. 
Greef  &  Co.,  20  Eastcheap,  E.C.,  who  lost  his  life  in  the 
Berlin  disaster  on  February  21,  left  estate  in  the  United 
Kingdom  valued  at  2,938/.  14s.  7eZ.  gross  and  2,383/.  3s.  M.  net. 

Mr.  John  Edward  Wilson,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Albright  &  Wilson,  Ltd.,  chemical  manufacturers,  Oldbury 
who  died  on  March  21,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of 
125,979/.  15s.  2d.,  of  which  the  net  personalty  has  been  sworn 
at  120,294/.  4s.  9d. 

Mr.  Arthur  Wilkinson  Waide,  of  Methley,  Yorks, 
lormerly  in  business  at  Castleford  as  a  chemical  manufac- 
turer, and  who  died  on  January  15  last,  aged  seventy-one 

i\e«7S7',  i£ft ,  Jestat-e,  in  the  United  Kingdom  valued  at 
lb,Hia.  18s.  Id.,  with  net  personalty  10,436/.  5s.  8d. 


Black.— At  8  Crouch  End  Hill,  N.,  on  May  22,  the  wife 
of  Albert  E.  Black,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  daughter. 

Brawn. — At  36  St.  Peter's,  Bedford,  on  May  16,  the  wife 
of  H.  S.  Brawn,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a  son. 

Pirie.— At  4  Grand  Parade,  Harringay,  N.,  on  May  11. 
the  wife  of  Joseph  M.  Pirie,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  a 
son. 

Ramsay. — At  Dunroy,  Auchterderran,  Cardenden,  on 
May  17,  the  wife  of  Robert  S.  Ramsay,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  a  son. 


nftarriaaes. 


Heath — Turner. — At  St.  Matthew's  Church,  Hull,  on 
May  15,  by  the  Rev.  C.  0.  Stewart,  Sydney,  eldest  son  of 
Mr.  A.  Heath,  Manchester,  to  Alice  Lucv,  only  daughter 
of  Mr.  W.  A.  Turner  (Messrs.  Owbridge,  Ltd.),  Hull. 

Woodward — Hey. — At  Sion  Congregational  Church, 
Halifax,  on  May  21,  by  the  Rev.  G.  T.  Dickin,  B.A.,  Henry 
Knowles  Woodward,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  George 
Street,  Halifax,  to  Ethel  Mary,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Hey,  of  Clare  Road,  Halifax. 


E>eatb0. 


Chalmers. — At  1  Nelson  Street,  Huntly,  on  May  14.  Anne 
Gill,  widow  of  George  Chalmers,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Critchley. — At  the  Convent  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  recently,  Ellen  Critchley  (sister  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Critchley,  J. P.,  chemist,  Blackburn),  aged  fifty- 
eight.  Miss  Critchley  was  one  of  three  sisters  who  have 
taken  the  veil.  She  had  been  a  sister  at  the  Newcastle  Con- 
vent for  thirty-seven  years. 

De  Putron. — At  10  Beauchamp  Road,  Lavender  Hill. 
S.W.,  on  May  16,  Mr.  Edward  Victor  Francis  de  Putron, 
aged  fifty-eight.  Mr.  de  Putron  was  senior  representative 
of  Messrs.  William  Toogood,  Ltd.,  for  upwards  of  twenty- 
five  years. 

Fayrer. — At  Belfield,  Falmouth,  on  May  21,  Surgeon- 
General  Sir  Joseph  Fayrer,  Bart.,  K.C.S.I.,  LL.D.,  M.D.. 
F.R.S.,  K.H.P.,  Physician  Extraordinary  to  the  King,  aged 
eighty-two.  Sir  Joseph  Fayrer  was  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished of  the  physicians  and  surgeons  who  have  been  asso- 
ciated with  the  British  Army  in  India.  He  was  born  at 
Plymouth  on  December  6,  1824,  being  the  second  son  of 
Commander  Fayrer,  R.N.  He  was  educated  in  London  and 
Edinburgh,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  England,  in  1847,  and  entered  the  Bengal  Medical 
Service  in  1850,  going  through  the  Burmese  war  and  the 
Indian  Mutiny,  including  the  defence  of  Lucknow.  He 
graduated  as  Doctor  of  Medicine  at  Edinburgh  University 
in  1859,  having  in  the  previous  year  become  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  there.  In  1860  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London,  and  a 
Fellow  in  1872.  He  had  acted  as  President  of  the  medical 
faculty  of  the  Calcutta  University,  and  shortly  after  he  took 
the  Fellowship  he  came  to  reside  in  London.  From  1874-95 
he  was  President  of  the  Medical  Board  at  the  India  Office, 
and  while  holding  that  position  was  selected  by  Queen  Vic- 
toria to  accompany  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  India.  On  his 
retirement  from  the  India  Office  he  was  created  a  baronet. 
Sir  Joseph  published  many  medical  works  connected  with  his 
Indian  experience. 

Hathaway. — At  Lydney,  Glos.,  on  May  12.  Mr. 
Frederick  Henry  Hathaway,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged 
seventy-three. 

Littlejohn. — At  Stoke  Newington,  on  May  12,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Littlejohn,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of  St. 
Paul's  RoagI,  Canonbury,  N.,  aged  sixty. 

Snow. — At  Cheadle,  Staffs,  on  May  18,  suddenly,  Julia, 


Sentenced. — At  the  Surrey  Quarter  Sessions  on  May  21, 
Herbert  Carpenter  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  imprison- 
ment in  the  second  division  for  obtaining  money  from  several 
chemists  in  the  Thames  Valley  district  (see  C.  &  D.,  May  4, 
p.  660)  by  means  of  worthless  cheques. 
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Business  Cbanoes. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Mr.  E.  Sisson,  chemist  and  druggist,  recently  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Roberts  at  52  Station  Road, 
Bexhill-on-Sea. 

The  Cheap  Drug-stores  have  been  removed  from  962  Rom- 
ford Road,  E.,  to  more  commodious  premises  at  898  in  the 
same  lengthy  thoroughfare. 

Mr.  Joseph  Waters,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  reopened 
his  premises  at  2  Prebend  Row,  Market  Place,  Darlington, 
after  extensive  alterations. 

The  Alpine  Co.  of  Hull  is  being  amalgamated  under  the 
style  of  Astley,  Johnson  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  with  Mr.  H.  R. 
Maxsted  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Johnson  as  directors. 

Messrs.  F.  Schutze  &  Co.  have  removed  from  89  South- 
wark  Street,  S.E.,  to  larger  and  more  commodious  premises 
at  "Black  Bull  Works,"  Caledonian  Market,  London,  N. 


personalities. 


Mr.  Nehemiah  Tomlinson,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Burnley,  has  been  elected  to  fill  a  casual  vacancy  on  the 
Burnley  Town  Council. 

Mr.  Edgar  S.  Wadsworth,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
removed  from  Sunninghill  Village,  Ascot,  Berks,  to 
33  Mount  Gold  Road,  Plymouth. 

Mr.  A.  Sive,  of  Messrs.  Sive  Bros.,  wholesale  druggists 
and  sundriesmen,  Johannesburg,  is  now  in  London  for  a 
few  weeks,  and  may  be  addressed  c/o  the  C.  &  D.,  42  Cannon 
Street,  E.C. 

Mr.  Councillor  C.  E.  Fox,  J.P.  (W.  Fox  &  Sons, 
chemists,  Bethnal  Green  Road,  E.),  the  Mayor  of  Bethnal 
Green,  has  been  elected  as  the  borough's  representative  on 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Fairchild,  of  New  York,  paid  a  flying  visit 
to  London  this  week  en  route  from  the  Continent  to 
Southampton.  Mr.  Fairchild  has  been  visiting  Messrs. 
Fairchild  Bros.  &  Foster's  branches  in  France,  Germany, 
and  Italy. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Christy  (of  Thos.  Christy  &  Co.,  Old  Swan 
Lane,  London,  E.C.)  has  been  elected  Grand  Steward  for 
the  year.  Mr.  Christy's  lodge  is  No.  5  St.  George  and 
Cornerstone.  He  and  Mrs.  Christy  sailed  by  the  s.s.  Celtic 
on  May  18,  for  a  two-months'  tour  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  Mr.  Fred  Reynolds,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  of  Messrs.  Reynolds  &  Branson,  Ltd.,  Leeds, 
had  an  accident  last  week  which  resulted  in  a  Pott's  frac- 
ture of  the  right  leg.    He  is,  however,  making  satisfactory 


progress  to  recovery  at  his  home.  Hill  Carr,  Ilkley,  York- 
shire. Mr.  Reynolds  whiles  away  time  even  in  bed  by  gentle 
caricature.  This  represents  "  The  Consultation"  (after  the 
Dutch  style)  between  two  eminent  surgeons  from  Leeds 
and  the  artist's  medical  attendant.  Why  one  of  the  con- 
sultants sat  upon  F.  R.  is  not  explained. 


The  biography  of  Dillemus,  which  has  recently  been 
written  by  Mr.  G.  Claridge  Druce,  and  edited  by  Professor 
S.  Vines,  has  been  selected  by  the  University  of  Oxford  to 
send  as  a  present  to  the  University  of  TJpsala  in  com- 
memoration of  the  bicentenary  of  Linnams,  who  was  a 
friend  of  Dillenius  and  who  visited  him  at  Oxford.  Mr. 
Druce  is  also  preparing  a  list  of  British  plants,  which  will 
be  published  by  the  Clarendon  Press. 

Owing  to  the  recent  severe  illness  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Boyd, 
representative  in  South  Africa  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.,  of  Detroit  and  London, 

Mr.  John  W.  Hull,  of  the  firm's   

English   staff,    sailed    by   the  / 

s.s.  Norman  last  Friday  to  take       /     ■  i  \^ 

continue  the  representation  of    /  ^,    .  \ 

well  known  to  many  in  business  V^rfj  -^^g^MB^||f 

Midlands  as  a  representative  of 
Messrs.    Parke,  Davis   &  Co. 

Before  Mr.  Hull  left  last  week  he  was  entertained  to  dinner 
at  the  Criterion  Restaurant  on  May  16  by  some  of  his  col- 
leagues, Mr.  F.  M.  Fisk,  European  general  manager  of  the 
firm,  occupying  the  chair.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr. 
Fisk,  in  the  name  of  the  staff,  presented  Mr.  Hull  with  a  case 
of  pipes,  and  in  genial  terms  proposed  his  health  and  wished 
him  all  success  in  South  Africa.  Mr.  Hull  feelingly  acknow- 
ledged the  gift  and  good  wishes  of  his  colleagues,  and 
referred  to  the  honour  that  the  firm  had  done  him  in  select- 
ing him  to  take  charge  of  their  interests  in  South  Africa. 
Speeches  of  good  will  were  also  made  by  Messrs.  J.  C. 
Holloway,  G.  R.  H.  Clark,  T.  Maben,  and  R.  MacAlley; 
and  songs  were  given  by  Messrs.  S.  Jamieson.  W.  D.  Astill, 
H.  D.  Bowden,  R.  Brown,  and  R.  MacAlley,  Mr.  Clark 
accompanying  them. 


£raoe*marks  Hpplieo  tfot* 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  appli- 
cations should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Comp- 
troller-General of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the 
Patents  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane, 
London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The 
objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  No.  7,  cost  £1, 
obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  May  1,  1907.) 
"  Nedtrazink  "  ;  for  chemicals.    By  E.  F.  Fliigger,  Roedings- 

markt  19/20,  Hamburg.  289,986. 
"  Sodalin  "  ("  Soda  "disclaimed) ;  for  chemicals.    By  Straw- 
sons,  71a  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.  290,199. 
"  Tiger  Brand  "  ;  for  cattle-medicines.    By  Reitmeyer  &  Co., 

63  Crutched  Friars,  London,  E.C.  289,345. 
"Pesticide";  for  an  insecticide.    By  Morris,  Little  &  Son, 

Ltd.,  13  Priory  Place,  Doncaster.  290,924. 
"  Zymoctde  "  ;  for  a  disinfectant.    By  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co., 

Ltd.,  300  High  Holborn,  London.  291,250. 
"  Secto  "  ;  for  a  vermin-killer.    Bv  Wool  leys,  Ltd.,  Phoenix 

Mill,  King  Street  Bridge,  Blackburn.  291.417. 
"  Octophene  "  and  octopus  device;   for  an  ointment.  By 

Octophene  Remedies  Co.,  29  Coley  Hill,  Reading.  289,806. 
Device    of    star    containing    the    words    "  Home  Doctor 

Remedies  " ;  for  goods  in  Class  3.    By  William  S.  Rice 

(R.S.).  Ltd.,  8  and  9  Stonecutter  Street,  London,  E.C. 

289,859. 

"  Pinelets"  ;   for  a  medicine.    By  John  Thompson,  Ltd., 

58  Harrover  Street,  Liverpool.  289,923. 
"  Neonate  "  ;  for  rheumatism-remedies.    By  Robert  Schoell- 

kope,  9l  Giillstrasse,  Munich.  290,434. 
"  Diadermine  "  ;    for  a  pharmaceutical  preparation.  By 

Bonetti  Freres,  12  rue  Vavin,  Paris.  290,532. 
"  Soi.vo  "  ;  for  an  ointment  for  piles,  etc.    By  Ross  Ovenden,  ' 

Langton  Lodge,  Elmfield  Road,  Bromley,  Kent.  290,799. 
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Scientific  progress. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


Cinnamon-assay.— A  method  is  given  in  "  Pharm.  Zei- 
tung"  of  detecting  whether  a  powder  is  cassia  or  cinnamon 
or  a  mixture,  from  the  proportion  of  calcium  oxalate  it  con- 
tains. Cinnamon  broken  up  contains  3.37  per  cent.,  the 
quills  3.81,  and  wild  cinnamon  6.62  per  cent,  of  calcium 
oxalate.  Cassia-bark  was  found  to  contain  the  following  per- 
centages: Japanese  No.  1,  0.77;  No.  2,  1.34;  Chinese,  0.05; 
Cassia  lignea,  0.06;  Cassia  vera,  1.23.  Any  attempt  to  adjust 
the  calcium  oxalate  in  an  adulterated  sample  would  be 
detected  by  the  ash. 

Geraniol  and  Xiinalol.— The  perfume  alcohols  belonging 
to  this  series,  known  as  the  open-chain  alcohols,  allied  to  the 
terpenes,  and  of  which  geraniol,  linalol,  citronellol,  and  nerol 
are  types,  have  long  been  regarded  as  having  an  open-chain 
constitution,  as  their  name  implies.  Indeed,  the  evidence  to 
this  effect  is  overwhelming.  In  a  paper  by  Wendt,  in  which 
the  constitution  of  the  terpenes  is  fully  discussed  and  illus- 
trated, it  is  suggested  that  these  bodies  may  really  be  closed- 
chain  compounds,  and  the  following  formulae  are  suggested 
for  geraniol  and  linalol : 

C(CH3)  C(CH3) 


H2C 


OH.HC 


CH-CH 


CH2 


CH-CH  >v  ^CH.OH 

C(CHs) 


C(CHa) 

Geraniol. 
C(CH3) 


H2C 


OH.HC 


CH 


CH 


C(CH3) 
Linalol. 

No  evidence  exists  to  support  these  extraordinary  formulae, 
and  why  it  is  suggested  that  geraniol  is  practically  a  con- 
densed iinalol,  with  a  formula  double  that  usually  attributed 
to  it,  is  impossible  even  to  guess. 

Camphor-leaf  Oil  from  German  East  Africa  The 

camphor-trees  which  have  been  planted  in  the  gardens 
attached  to  the  Biologisch-Landwirtschaftliche  Instituts 
Amani  required  pruning  in  the  beginning  of  last  year,  accord- 
ing to  "  Der  Pflanzer"  (1906,  2,  332),  and  the  prunings,  con- 
sisting of  leaves  and  branches,  were  steam-distilled,  and  the 
oil  produced  was  submitted  to  two  German  essential-oil  firms 
for  examination  and  commercial  valuation.  The  yield  of 
camphor  and  camphor  oil  was  about  1  per  cent.  The  crude 
material  was  thick,  and  on  standing  deposited  camphor  which 
was  filtered  out.  Samples  of  the  filtrate  were  examined  by 
Messrs.  Schimmel  &  Co.  and  by  Messrs.  Haarmann  &  Reimer. 
The  former  firm  stated  that  the  oil  was  quite  different  from 
Japanese  camphor  oil,  which  is  obtained  from  the  wood  of 
the  tree,  especially  in  its  greater  richness  in  camphor  and  the 
entire  absence  of  safrol.  The  sp.  gr.  was  0.9236  at  15°,  and 
the  specific  rotation  +39°  20'.  One  volume  of  the  oil  was 
soluble  in  0.25  volume  of  90  and  in  10  volumes  of  80-per- 
cent, alcohol.  Eugenol,  which  occurs  in  the  Japanese  oil, 
was  absent,  but  traces  of  a  phenol  resembling  carvacrol  were 
present,  and  a  terpene  fraction  boiling  at  50°  to  60°  under 
7  to  8  mm.  pressure  was  obtained.  In  spite  of  the  absence  of 
safrol,  the  firm  is  of  opinion  that  since  the  oil  contains  70  to 
80  per  cent,  of  camphor  it  will  be  of  considerable  eeonomio 
value,  and  that  the  cultivation  of  the  camphor-tree  in  German 
East  Africa  is  a  very  promising  industry.  The  second  firm  on 
fractionally  distilling  the  oil  obtained  40  per  cent,  of  "  light 
oil,"  sp.  gr.  0.8956,  10  per  cent,  of  camphor,  and  40  per  cent, 
of  "heavy  oil,"  §p.  gr.  0.9303.  The  "light  oil,"  they  sug- 
gest, might  be  used  in  the  lacquer-industry,  and  for  that 
purpose  would  be  worth  about  40m.  per  100  kilos.  (2c?.  per  lb.), 
and  the  camphor  would  be  worth  about  7m.  per  kilo.  (3i.  lid. 
per  lb.).  The  "heavy  oil,"  lince  it  contains  no  safrol,  would 
be  of  comparatively  little  value,  probably  not  more  than 
50m.  per  100  kilos.  (2id.  per  lb.),  and  they  suggest  that  the 
whole  oil  might  fetch  about  76m.  per  100  kilos.  The  author 
of  the  article  in  "Der  Pflanzer"  draws  attention  to  the  dis- 
crepancy as  regards  the  camphor-content  of  the  oil  in  these 
two  reports,  and  points  out  that  if  Schimmel's  figure  may  be 
taken  as  correct,  the  oil  would  be  worth  3m.  per  kilo,  for  its 
camphor  alone,  taking  4m.  per  kilo,  as  the  ordinary  price  of 
camphor 


prescription  problems. 

THE  German  prescription  which  formed  the  subject  of  the- 
exercise  in  prescription-reading  set  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  April  27,  p.  628,  has  not  met  with  a  large 
response,  due  probably  to  the  fact  that  German  is  a  less- 
known  language  than  French.  The  following  is  the  reading; 
of  the  prescription  : 

50  Stuck  Pastill.  bromoiodat.  Compound     Bromo  -  iodide 

comp.  pastilles  No.  50 

D.S.  2mal  i  pastille  Da  et   signa:    One  pastill© 

twice  daily 

1  Stuck  Sublimatseife  One  piece  of  sublimate  soap 

Species  ad  decoct,  lign.  100.0    Species    for    decoction  of 

woods  100  grams 

D.S.  Zum  Thee  Da  et  signa  :  As  tea 

Frau  Apelt         Dr.  Stettin    Mrs.  Apelt.         Dr.  Stettirr 

The  species  for  decoctum  lignorum  consists  of  a  mixture 
of  guaiacum.  ononis,  liquorice,  and  sassafras,  and  is  official 
in  most  Continental  Pharmacopoeias. 

We  promised  to  award  three  prizes— (1)  London  and  Home 
Counties;  (2)  English  provinces,  Ireland,  and  Scotland; 
(3)  Continent — but  as  none  of  the  competitors  in  sections  1 
and  2  have  given  absolutely  correct  renderings  we  award 
the  three  prizes  (5s.  each)  to  three  Continental  competitors 
who  have  sent  correct  readings.   These  are  : 

George  Ashton,  Pharmacies  Internationales  A.G.,  St. 
Moritz,  Switzerland. 

A.  Fiedler,  Lades  Hof-Apotheke,  Wiesbaden,  Germany. 

T.  Hannay,  Grande  Pharm.  Internationale,  Davos-Platz,. 
Switzerland. 

Another  Competition. 

We  append  a  facsimile  of  another  prescription,  which  should 
not  prove  to  be  so  difficult  as  those  we  have  given  recently. 
We  shall  award  prizes  of  5s.  each  to  the  first  correct  postcard 
replies  posted  (1)  by  London  and  home  counties  subscribers 
or  members  of  their  staffs,  and  (2)  by  those  elsewhere  in  the 
British  Isles  : 

3nformation  Wlanteo. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  and  the  "  C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


124/4.    Makers  of  Malin,  or  where  obtainable. 
125/56.  Who  supplies  P.O. P.  and  dry-plates  packed  to 
retail  at  Id.  ? 

122/8.  Where  can  well-printed  cards  showing  the  average 
weight  and  height  for  display  in  weighing-machine  be  ob- 
tained ? 


To  Preserve  Indiarubbeh  Tubes  M.  G.  Guerin  recom- 
mends that  they  be  given  two  coats  of  a  syrupy  solution  of 
Para  rubber  in  benzine.  Such  tubes  preserve  their  softness 
for  a  long  time,  and  do  not  absorb  any  liquid  passed  through 
them. 
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©bservatione  anfc  IReflections. 

By  Xeaysee. 

Apathy 

is  the  misdemeanour  which  two  or  three  dozen  active 
and  troublesome  pharmaceutical  agitators  are  in  the  habit 
of  alleging  against  the  rest  of  us  who,  at  least,  provide  the 
audiences,  listen  patiently  to  the  speeches,  pay  the  expenses, 
and  accept  with  proper  docility  the  various  policies  set 
before  us.  But  surely  these  gentlemen,  so  gifted  with 
initiative  and  guiding  power,  ought  rather  to  be  grateful 
to  us.  What  would  happen  if  only  a  thousand  of  us  were 
suddenly  to  throw  off  our  apathy?  A  thousand  of  us 
rushing  to  every  meeting,  and  all  eager  to  assist  in  every 
discussion,  a  thousand  of  us  crowding  the  Lobby  of  the 
House  of  Commons  whenever  the  Pharmacy  Bill  appeared 
on  the  notice-paper,  a  thousand  of  us  inventing  new  schemes 
and  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  of  us  criticising  each 
scheme  as  it  was  proposed  ;  what  an  inspiring  prospect !  Mr. 
Pentney  and  Mr.  Woolcock  shed  welcome  rays  of  bright- 
ness across  a  meeting;  but  a  meeting  composed  entirely  of 
Pentneys  and  Woolcocks  would  stagger  humanity.  One 
of  the  French  revolutionary  journals  adopted  a  motto, 
which  it  printed  at  the  head  of  its  articles,  to  the  effect  : 
"The  great  only  appear  so  because  we  are  on  our  knees; 
let  us  arise."  Please  note  this,  great  men.  But  how  much 
of  the  oratory  is 

To  be  Taken  Seriously, 

asked  the  President.  A  pertinent 
question,  which,  when  it  has  been  asked  in  this  journal, 
has  been  regarded  as  evidence  of  malicious  animosity.  But 
it  is  a  question  which  deserves  consideration  whoever  asks 
it.  For  this  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  a  representative 
body,  partly  a  learned  body,  partly  a  commercial  organisa- 
tion; it  is  the  trustee  of  statutory  functions,  and  it  holds 
its  annual  meetings  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  when  frivoli- 
ties are,  to  say  the  least,  incongruous.  But  it  is  hardly  an 
exaggeration  to  say  that  for  many  years  past  frivolities 
have  formed  the  staple  of  these  gatherings.  Even  the  pre- 
sidential performance  of  expanding  the  report,  which  has 
become  an  inevitable  part  of  the  rubric,  is  nothing  more 
than  an  exhibition  of  dialectic  skill;  for  everyone  knows 
that  it  would  be  an  unpardonable  offence  to  add  from  the 
chair  anything  substantial  to  the  official  document.  A 
scheme  of  reorganisation  of  the  Society  such  as  Mr.  Wool- 
cock  advocates  is,  of  course,  a  perfectly  legitimate  topic 
to  bring  before  the  annual  meeting,  presuming,  that  is,  that 
its  author  is  entirely  serious  in  proposing  it.  But  it  might 
fairly  be  expected  that  a  revolution  such  as  it  appears  to 
involve  should  be  explained  to  the  members  with  some 
degree  of  precision.  Fluent  allusions  to  affiliation; 
rhetorical  references  to  getting  into  closer  touch,  to  pulling 
wires,  and  to  the  relationship  of  Great  Britain  with  her 
Colonies,  might  very  well  come  into  the  peroration  after 
the  exact  terms  of  partnership  had  been  defined.  The 
object  is  the  laudable  one  of  making  5,000  voices  sound  as 
if  they  were  50,000,  but  the  only  clear  suggestion  for  the 
attainment  of  that  result  which  I  can  gather  is  that  the 
old  gentleman,  who  would  no  doubt  be  honoured  with  the 
title  of  the  predominant  partner,  is  to  subsidise  his  sub- 
ordinates in  the  concern,  and,  I  suppose,  carry  out  such 
policies  as  they  may  dictate. 
A  Difficult  Dilemma 

in  character-study  is  suggested  by  the 
C.  <Sk  D.  article  last  week  entitled  "  Benefits  Forgot." 
We  are  all  quite  certain  that  Mr.  Eymer  Young  would  not 
bear  false  witness  even  against  his  enemies,  if  he  has  any ; 


and  we  are  all  equally  sure  that  his  arithmetical  accuracy 
can  be  depended  upon.  How,  then,  are  we  to  explain  his 
accusation  of  shabbiness  levelled  against  the  majority  of 
the  chemists  of  Great  Britain,  who,  he  says  (referring  to  the 
237/.  balance  against  the  Society  in  its  law  business  in  1906), 
"  participate  in  the  benefits  which  these  prosecutions  result 
in,  without  contributing  to  the  cost "  ?  Not  once,  but 
many  times,  the  C.  db  D.  has  exposed  that  illusion.  The 
figures  given  last  week  are  conclusive  evidence  of  the  in- 
justice of  the  President's  allegation.  A  net  profit  of 
144,504?.  in  the  years  since  the  Pharmacy  Act  provided  this 
handsome  endowment  for  the  Society  is  big  enough,  one 
might  have  thought,  not  to  be  easily  ignored.  Look  at  the 
figures  another  way.  There  were  402  persons  added  to  the 
register  in  1906.  They  and  the  apprentices,  and  the  un- 
successful candidates,  the  Majors,  and  the  persons  restored 
to  the  Register  (and  it  is  obviously  fair  to  bring  all  these 
into  the  year's  average),  paid  in  examination  and  registra- 
tion fees  7,665/.,  or,  say,  19/.  2s.  each.  To  examine  them 
cost  the  Society  about  5Z.  15s.  each,  leaving  a  net  profit  of 
13/.  7s.  on  each  person.  An  allowance  of  3/.  7«.  on  each  for 
rent,  salaries,  and  office  expenses  would  be  an  extravagant 
deduction,  but  that  would  leave  10/.  as  the  contribution  of 
each  qualified  person  to  the  funds  of  the  Society.  Another 
easy  calculation  shows  that  the  Society  spends  almost 
exactly  twice  as  much  (exclusive  of  examinations)  as  it 
receives  in  the  way  of  subscriptions,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  Society  spends  two  guineas  on  every  person  who  sub- 
scribes one  guinea  to  it.  So  that  the  237/.  loss  on  law  pro- 
ceedings is,  in  fact,  provided  not  by  the  members,  but 
entirely  by  the  outsiders. 

Shop-assistants 

who  make  agreements  which  they  find  in- 
convenient to  keep  have  a  friend  in  Mr.  J.  R.  Seddon,  the 
Labour  member  for  the  Newton  Division  of  Lancashire,  who 
is  also  the  representative  of  the  Shop-assistants'  Union. 
The  Restraint  of  Trade  (Shops)  Bill  which  Mr.  Seddon  has 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  proposes  to  render 
null  and  void  every  agreement  whereby  a  person  employed  in 
a  shop  would  be  restrained  after  the  termination  of  his 
employment  from  carrying  on  or  being  engaged  as  servant, 
assistant,  or  manager  in  any  trade  or  business.  Three- 
Labour  members,  two  Liberals,  and  one  Conservative  back 
this  Bill,  the  last  being  Mr.  F.  E.  Smith,  who  also  backs 
the  Pharmacy  Bill.  The  measure  is  of  some  interest  to 
us,  because  if  the  requirement  that  the  manager's  name  must 
be  displayed  in  branch  shops  is  to  be  adopted,  this  Bill  would 
be  an  awkward  supplement  to  it.  The  branch  shop  will  give 
the  manager  a  valuable  advertisement,  and  the  proprietor 
will  not  be  able  to  protect  himself  against  his  subsequent 
competition. 

Other  Statutes  in  the  Making 

include  an  Advertisements 
Regulation  Bill,  which  would  give  local  authorities  the 
power,  if  sanctioned  by  the  Home  Secretary,  to  regulate, 
restrict,  or  prevent  the  exhibition  of  advertisements  in 
public  parks  or  on  pleasure  promenades,  or  which  they  think 
would  disfigure  the  natural  beauty  of  a  landscape.  When 
Lord  Rosebery  made  his  iamous  protest  against  certain  pill 
and  other  placards  which  had  offended  his  aesthetic  sense 
on  a  railway  journey,  Mr.  Beecham  got  in  an  effective  reply. 
He  had  been  in  Scotland,  he  said,  and  had  passed  Dalmeny, 
which,  he  was  told,  presented  some  natural  beauty :  but  he 
could  see  nothing  of  it  because  of  a  high  wall  which  hid  it 
from  the  vulgar  gaze.  An  amendment  giving  local  authori- 
ties power  over  high  walls,  as  well  as  over  advertisement 
placards,  might  be  in  order.  Then  there  is  Sir  Charles 
Dilke,  with  his  Shops  Bill,  which  would  make  the  weekly 
half-holiday  and  definite  hours  of  closing,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, compulsory.  There  is,  besides,  a  new  Companies  Bill, 
and  this  has  got  through  its  stages  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  principal  purpose  of  this  legislation  is  to  circumvent 
those  promoters  who,  to  avoid  giving  those  particulars 
which  the  1900  Act  required  in  all  prospectuses,  do  net  issue 
prospectuses  at  all.  They  will  have  to  file  the  required  par- 
ticulars with  the  Registrar  in  such  cases  if  this  Bill  is 
enacted.  Another  clause  in  the  Bill  will  make  it  compulsory 
on  all  companies  to  file  a  balance-sheet  once  a  year  with  the 
Registrar  declaring  their  capital,  assets,  and  liabilities,  but 
not  necessarily  showing  their  profit  and  loss. 
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"Sanitas  Disinfecting  Fluid," 
"  Sanitas  Crude  Disinfecting  Fluid," 
"  Sanitas  Special  Fluid," 
"Sanitas  Disinfecting  Oil," 
"  Sanitas  Okol  Fluid," 
"  Sanitas  Bactox  Fluid," 
"Sanitas  Creocide  Fluid," 
"  Sanitas  Soldis  Fluid," 
"  Sanitas  Pinos  Fluid," 
"  Sanitas  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sanitas  Sulphugators," 
"Sanitas  Formic  Sulphugators," 

"Sanitas  Formic  Tramps," 
"  Sanitas  Formic  Fumigators," 
"  Sanitas  Drain  Testers," 
Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
"Sulphume,"  and  "Burnet's  Smoke  Tests," 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash. 


"Sanitas ' '  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinfect  "  Book  sent  free. 


THE  "SANITAS"  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 


G.S.  MUM FO R D /aEoTe.c°'' 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

19/  c*. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/  c  *. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

18/eS. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA) 

18/cwl 

EPSOM  SALTS,  E.S.S. 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry 

Q/  * 

*>l  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

15/ct 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
(Toilet  purposes) 

18/ c*. 

Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWDER 

/7&/10ib. 

Finest  Pure 
TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/ 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10  £ 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

1/ib. 

21  per  cent.  Discount  If  Cosh  with  Order. 
>P  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  -within  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  oE  112  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail 
London  at  above  prices. 

Rankins  Ointment. 

P.A.T.A.,  3d.,  6d.,  and  Is. 

The  Chemists'  Ointment. 

The  only  Effective  Ointment* 
The  Ointment  with  30  years' reputation* 


IS  A  PART  2  POISON. 

And  may  NOT  be  sold  by  unqualified  dealers. 

Best  terms  and  advertising  matter  from 

RANKIN  &  CO.,  Kii7^u™»L 

KILMARNOCK,  N,B, 


Ebitoual  Comments. 

Perpetually  Enjoined. 

The  cause  of  price-maintenance  in  America  has  received  a 
nasty  blow.  The  success  of  the  agreement  between  the 
National  Association  of  Eetail  Druggists,  the  National 
Wholesale  Druggists'  Association,  and  certain  manufacturers 
of  proprietaries,  in  checking  th'e  extreme  cutting  of  prices, 
aroused  the  cutters  to  some  purpose.  They  moved  strenu- 
ously, and  were  able  ultimately  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of 
the  Government.  The  "  tripartite  plan  " — a  similar  scheme 
to  that  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  but  differing  in  some  essential 
details — worked  well  up  to  a  point ;  but  its  opponents 
played  a  trump-card  when  they  raised  the  cry  of  "  drug 
trust."  The  sensational  newspapers  took  this  up,  President 
Roosevelt  made  a  pronouncement,  and  an  action  was  insti- 
tuted by  Government  counsel  in  the  courts  against  the 
members,  officers,  directors,  agents,  and  attorneys  of  the 
National  Association  of  Eetail  Druggists,  the  National' 
Wholesale  Druggists'  Association,  and  certain  manufac- 
turers designated  as  Tripartite  Proprietors,  "Black-list 
Manufacturers,"  and  Direct  Contract  Proprietors;  Charles 
C.  Bombaugh,  publisher  of  a  list  of  aggrieved  cutters,  was 
also  named  as  a  defendant.  The  ground  of  action  was 
"  restraint  of  trade,"  and  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court 
for  the  district  of  Indiana,  on  May  9,  counsel  for  the 
defendants  (ninety-two  in  number,  representing  the  manu- 
facturing, wholesale,  and  retail  trade)  agreed  to  accept  the 
decree  of  the  Court  enjoining  them  perpetually  from  con- 
tinuing operations.  By  the  provisions  of  the  decree  all 
agreements  and  contracts  between  the  parties,  and  all  black- 
listing, as  alleged  in  the  bill  of  complaint,  cease,  and  each 
individual  firm,  retail,  wholesale,  and  manufacturing,  is 
left  to  conduct  business  as  it  may  seem  fit,  but  always  inde- 
pendently of  the  others  and  without  collusion.  Broadly, 
the  defendants  are  enjoined  from  combining  and  conspiring 
to  restrain  trade,  from  fixing  prices  by  agreement  and  black- 
listing retailers  and  from  continuing  in  force  the  direct- 
contract  serial  number  plan  as  heretofore  enforced.  All 
publication  of  black-lists  is  forbidden,  and  all  contracts  and 
agreements  covered  by  the  charges  are  declared  void.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  the  cutters  have  won  all  along  the 
line.  What  the  effect  on  the  retail  drug-trade  in  America 
will  be  it  is  hard  to  say,  but  it  is  certain  that  the  retailer 
will  be  the  principal  sufferer.  It  is  the  irony  of  fate  that 
the  "anti-trust"  sentiment,  which  was  directed  against 
huge  corporations  to  prevent  the  crushing  of  the  small  dealer, 
should  be  turned  against  the  latter  in  his  fight  with  the 
corporations.  By  this  decision  the  drug-trade  in  America 
will  have  to  readjust  itself  to  the  conditions  of  ante- 
N.A.R.D.  days,  and  moral  suasion  may  succeed  where  legal 
measures  have  failed. 

We  have  had  a  conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Association  in  regard  to  this 
decision,  and  especially  as  to  the  probability  of  a  similar 
action  arising  in  this  country.  We  gather  that  the  legality 
of  the  P.A.T.A.  principle  has  been  well  established  by 
several  High  Court  rulings  in  independent  actions,  and  that 
the  N.A.R.D.  failure  is  due  to  the  anti-trust  law,  which  haB 
no  exact  counterpart  in  British  statutes. 
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Methylated  Spirit. 

•  Last  week  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  issued 
an  order  to  their  officers  bearing  on  the  question  of  the 
quantity  of  industrial  methylated  spirit  used.    Users  of 
this  spirit  will  recollect  that  one  of  the  new  conditions 
required  by  the  Eevenue  authorities  is  that  "an  account 
-■on  a  prescribed  form  shall  be  furnished  to  the  Revenue 
officer  of  the  quantity  of  spirit  used  during  the  year  for 
each  authorised  purpose."    The  official  order  of  last  week 
practically  consisted  in  telling  the  Revenue  officers  that  this 
"prescribed  form"  is  ready  for  the  various  users  to  fill 
up.    All  users  of  industrial  methylated  spirit  will  shortly 
receive  from  the  local  Excise  officer  a  Form  of  Request 
asking  that  the  total  number  of  gallons  of  the  old  "ordi- 
nary "  and  the  new  industrial  methylated  spirit  used  during 
the  year  be  inserted  on  a  document  enclosed.   The  Commis- 
sioners have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  study  the  convenience  of 
users  by  enclosing  a  stamped  addressed  envelope — a  sure 
sign  that  the  matter  is  of  revenue  importance.  Chemists 
and  others  who  have  permission  to  use  this  industrial 
methylated  spirit  should  study  this  return  and  be  careful 
as  to  entries,  for  the  Somerset  House  people  are  as  fussy 
over  industrial  methylated  spirit  as  an  old  maid  is  over  her 
spring  bonnet.    It  is  of  importance  that  the  stipulated 
quantity  mentioned  in  the  stamped  bond  be  not  exceeded 
by  more  than  10  per  cent.    Probably  one  reason  for  this 
■annual  return  is  to  see  that  the  terms  of  the  bond  have  not 
been  transgressed.    Neglect  in  making  this  return  within 
ten  days  of  sending  will  involve  a  personal  application.  In 
'  these  days  of  revised  income-tax  bases  one  cannot  but  be 
struck  with  the  anxiety  displayed  by  the  Revenue  authori- 
ties to  know  the  extent  of  a  man's  business  in  the  number 
of  gallons  of  industrial  alcohol  received  by  him.  Assur- 
ances, however,  are  given  that  each  return,  signed  by  the 
user,  will  not  be  published  or  made  use  of  for  any  ulterior 
purpose.   An  official,  called  a  supervisor,  is  to  preserve  the 
returns  for  two  years,  but,  in  the  meantime,  the  informa- 
tion is  to  be  extracted  and  sent  to  Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe,  the 
Principal  Chemist  of  the  Government  Laboratory.    We  do 
not  think  that  any  ulterior  tax-gathering  motive  is  behind 
all  this,  seeing  that  the  Excise  officers  already  know  to  a 
gallon  the  quantity  of  industrial  alcohol  made  and  sent  out 
by  permit  to  each  authorised  user.    Of  course,  if  the  user's 
return  is  accurate,  the  two  accounts  should  balance,  and  in 
this  way  afford  the  Inland  Revenue  people  a  valuable  check 
on  the  quantity  actually  received  and  on  the  money  paid  to 
methylators  in  the  form  of  allowance.    On  the  other  hand, 
should  there  be  a  material  disagreement,  there  will  be  a 
fluttering  of  counterfoils,  examinations  of  requisition- 
books,  and  questionings  of  users  in  order  to  find  out  the 
location  of  either  surplus  or  shortage.   As  likely  as  not  this 
comparison  between  the  methylator's  account  on  the  one 
side  and  the  user's  account  on  the  other  will  indicate  proper 
use  or  misuse.   In  other  words,  is  any  of  this  purified  spirit 
being  turned  into  potable  liquor  ? 

We  referred  in  our  last  issue  to  the  abolition  of  the  pro 
rata  debenture-stamp  on  goods  exported  under  drawback, 
as  provided  in  the  Finance  Bill.  This  brings  us  a  protest 
from  a  correspondent  in  regard  to  the  5s.  stamp-duty  charge- 
able on  every  bond  for  the  use  of  methylated  spirit. 
No  matter  whether  10  gals,  or  10,000  gals,  is  used 
annually  by  chemists,  there  is  the  one  fixed  stamp-duty  of  5s. 
to  be  paid.  The  ground  of  the  protest  against  this  is  that 
the  requirement  of  a  user  to  enter  into  bond  is  a  revenue 
safeguard  imposed  solely  in  the  interests  of  the  exchequer. 
The  user  is  compelled  to  find  a  surety  or  sureties,  and  to 
bind  them  and  himself  in  a  large  penalty  should  the  condi- 


tions of  the  bond  be  violated.  Having  gone  to  this  trouble, 
he  is  practically  fined  5s.  for  a  stamp.  This  should  be 
remedied.  It  may  be  retorted  that  the  use  of  methylated 
spirit  is  advantageous  to  a  trader's  interest,  and  that  5s. 
is  none  too  much  to  exact  for  the  privilege  ;  but  this  argu- 
ment overlooks  the  fact  that  the  bond  is  a  revenue  require- 
ment drawn  up  not  in  the  interests  of  the  user,  but  of  the 
Crown.  In  granting  the  allowance  of  7>d.  per  proof  gal.  to 
users  of  industrial  alcohol,  the  principle  of  not  penalising 
trade  because  of  revenue  requirements  is  admitted.  Why, 
then,  does  this  5s.  stamp  fine  remain  ?  In  recent  years  the 
principle  of  not  penalising  trade  by  reason  of  revenue  re- 
strictions has  been  officially  admitted  :  the  abolition  of  the 
warehousing-charge,  stamp-duty  on  export  bonds,  deben- 
ture stamp-duty,  and  the  granting  of  the  above-mentioned 
allowance  on  industrial  alcohol,  among  others,  are  instances 
in  point.  Progress,  however,  is  slow,  especially  when 
money  has  to  be  parted  with  by  the  Treasury  ;  but,  if  slow, 
we  trust  it  is  sure.  Methylators  and  others  are  looking 
forward  to  the  time  when  the  threepence  shall  be  granted  on 
the  mineralised  variety  of  spirit,  and  the  cost  of  naphtha 
and  of  methylation  be  allowed  by  the  Crown.  Considering 
the  vast  importance  of  industrial  alcohol  to  the  nation,  the 
present  hindrances  to  its  cheaper  production  are  so  much 
grit  in  the  trade  machine,  preventing  the  progress  that  is 
demanded  and  hindering  the  wheels  of  commercial  enter- 
prise. 

Antimony. 

The  position  of  antimony  at  this  juncture  is  deserving  of 
comment.  Some  months  ago  the  value  of  English  regulus 
stood  as  high  as  125?.  per  ton,  the  highest  figure  ever 
reached  in  the  history  of  the  trade.  It  has  declined  rather 
rapidly  during  the  last  few  weeks,  and  is  now  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  80/.  to  85?.  per  ton  for  prompt  delivery.  The 
price  of  crude  antimony  has  also  declined  in  like  proportion, 
and  the  Japanese  sulphide  or  needle  antimony  is  now  13/.  to 
17/.  10s.  per  ton  cheaper  than  it  was  in  January,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  figures,  representing  the  London 
spot  prices  : 

January,  68/.  to  70/.     I    April,  60/.  to  57/.  10a. 

February,  67/.  10a.        :    May.  55/.  to  52/.  10a. 

March,  64/. 

There  have  been  some  extraordinary  fluctuations  in  prices 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years.  Thus  in  October  1904 
Japanese  crude  was  selling  at  14/.  per  ton,  and  nobody  was 
anxious  to  buy,  but  a  year  later  it  was  worth  35/.,  and  by 
the  end  of  1905  it  stood  at  40/.  The  first  six  months  of  1906 
witnessed  a  strong  upward  movement,  values  touching  their 
highest — 75/. — in  June,  from  which  point  they  crumbled 
away  to  70/.  in  October,  closing  the  year  at  about  this 
figure.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  the  fall 
so  far  this  year  has  been  more  rapid,  and  even  the  present 
quotation  of  55/.  to  52/.  10s.  could  be  shaded 
in  large  quantities.  This  decline  and  the  erratic 
condition  of  the  market  suggest  that  the  recent  scarcity 
has  already  been  largely  relieved.  Over-production, 
indeed,  has  begun  to  make  itself  felt,  while  fresh  de- 
mands have  slackened  for  the  moment.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  price  has  stimulated  the  output  of  ore  in  many  parts. 
Old  European  mines  have  been  opened  up,  while  Australia 
and  South  America  have  increased  their  production ;  but  it 
is  held  that  the  last-named  cannot  produce  at  the  prices 
ruling  a  few  years  ago,  when  regulus  antimony  went  to 
25/.  per  ton.  The  fact  that  the  United  States  has  lately 
been  out  of  the  market  has  precipitated  the  fall,  in  view  of 
which  Japan  is  said  to  be  now  offering  sparingly.  This 
may  have  a  steadying  effect  on  prices  for  a  time.  It  is  not 
thought  that  the  market  will  have  a  further  serious  col- 
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lapse  yet  awhile,  unless  supplies  become  unwieldy.  It  is 
well  to  bear  in  mind  also  that  consumption  has  increased 
during  the  last  twelve  months,  and  that  it  may  be  main- 
tained. The  chief  increase  is  due  to  the  large  use  of  anti- 
mony in  the  electrical  industry,  as  well  as  for  bearing-metal 
in  motor-car  production.  Statistics  showing  the  world's 
production  of  antimony  are  difficult  to  obtain  because  few 
foreign  Governments  report  in  detail  sufficient  to  convey  an 
idea  of  the  actual  quantity,  several  countries  grouping  the 
crude  and  the  metal  together.  China,  which  is  one  of  our 
principal  sources  of  supply,  does  not  collect  any  mineral  or 
metal  statistics  whatever. 


Canadian  Trade. 

A  BULKY  Blue-book  of  810  pages  of  statistics  dealing  with 
the  trade  of  Canada  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1906, 
,has  just  been  issued  by  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Com- 
merce. The  figures  as  set  out  reveal  an  unprecedented  in- 
crease over  the  previous  year  of  more  than  eighty  million 
dollars,  made  up  of  about  twenty-seven  million  imports  and 
-fifty -three  million  exports.    The  exact  totals  are  as  follows  : 

1905  1906 


Iwnorts  (dutiable) 
imports  (free)  ... 
Coin  and  bullion 


157,164,975 
99,361,007 
10,308,435 

266,834,417 


Exports  (home  produce)  190,854,946 
Exports  (foreign  pro- 
duce) ...    10,617,115 

Coin  and  bullion      ...  1,844,811 


176,790,332 
110,417,080 
7,078,603 

294,286,015 

235,483,956 

11,173,846 
9,928,828 


203,316,872  256,586,630 
The  increases  in  imports  and  exports  have  been  pretty  well 
distributed  over  all  classes  of  goods,  especially  as  regards 
exports.  Great  Britain  increased  her  totals  from 
$162,497,000  to  $202,412,000,  the  amount  imported  by 
Canada  from  Great  Britain  being  sixty-nine  million  dollars 
against  sixty  million  dollars,  while  Canada's  total  exports 
to  this  country  rose  from  102  million  dollars  to  133  millions. 
From  the  United  States,  however,  the  imports  increased 
from  166  to  180  million  dollars,  and  the  exports  from 
seventy-seven  millions  to  ninety-eight  millions,  making  a 
total  trade  of  278^  million  against  243  million  dollars.  De- 
tailed statistics  showing  the  imports  of  all  the  leading  drugs, 
chemicals,  dyes,  and  allied  goods  are  given,  the  sum  total 
of  which  amounts  to  $7,362,179,  against  $6,148,308  for  the 
same  period  of  1905,  the  amount  of  duty  received  therefrom 
being  $470,256  and  $419,233  respectively.  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  practically  shared  the  trade  between 
them,  the  figures  being  as  follows  : 


Dutiable 


1905 


Free 


G.B. 
U.S. 


IT 


1906 

Dutiable  Free 


733,473  862,230  807,715  937,486 

934,313  2,591,034  1,006,490  3,433,871 
Space  forbids  us  giving  details  of  these  imports,  but  among 
the  largest  items  were  :  Boric  acid,  200,141  lb. ;  acetic 
acid,  58,000  lb. ;  oxalic  acid,  158,000  lb. ;  sulphuric  acid, 
823,000  lb. ;  alum,  4,768,000  lb.  ;  sulphate  of  alumina, 
3,750,000  lb.;  aniline  dyes,  etc.,  1,427,000  lb.;  arsenic, 
447,000  lb.;  borax,  2,493,000  lb.;  bleaching-powder, 
5,831,000  lb. ;  cream  of  tartar,  1,370,000  lb. ;  glycerin, 
1,329,000  lb.  for  explosives,  and  2,411,000  lb.;  gums, 
6,130,000  lb. ;  camphor,  36,000  lb. ;  crude  iodine,  14,195  lb. ; 
potash  chlorate,  409,000  lb.  ;  saltpetre,  2,516,000  lb.  ;  quick- 
silver, 150,000  lb. ;  quinine,  91,700  oz. ;  soda  bicarb., 
5,000,000  lb.;  soda  ash,  19,000,000  lb.;  soda  nitrate, 
23,000,000  lb.;  sulphate  of  copper,  1,860,000  lb.,  etc. 


Practically  all  the  quoted  items  denote  largely  increased 
quantities  as  compared  with  1905,  and  they  are  sufficient 
to  show  that  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  Dominion 
continue  uninterrupted. 


Wholesaling  Poisons. 

In  the  sixth  edition  of  Mr.  Wippell  Gadd's  "  Synopsis  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  "  a  resume  of  the  poison-laws  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  contributed  by  Mr.  Cyril  H. 
Kirby,  the  well-known  solicitor,  and  in  the  course  of  this 
resuml  we  find  the  regulations  to  be  observed  in  whole- 
sale and  export  sales  of  scheduled  poisons  are  so  set  forth 
as  to  require  on  the  label  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller, 
besides  the  nameof  the  article  and  the  word  "  Poison."  This 
is  not  the  custom  followed  in  the  wholesale  drug-trade,  but 
it  is  not  an  unreasonable  interpretation  of  the  provision  in 
Section  17  of  the  1868  Act,  which  begins  as  follows  : 

It  shall  be  unlawful  to  sell  any  poison,  either  by  wholesale 
or  by  retail,  unless  the  box,  bottle,  vessel,  wrapper,  or  cover 
in  which  such  poison  is  contained  be  distinctly  labelled  with 
the  name  of  the  article  and  the  word  "  Poison,"  with  the 
name  and  address  of  the  seller  of  the  poison. 

The  section  proceeds  to  recite  the  special  conditions  respect- 
ing poisons  in  the  first  part  of  the  schedule,  then  mentions 
the  exemptions  as  regards  poisons  exported  by  wholesale 
dealers  and  poisons  sold  by  wholesale  to  retail  dealers  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  wholesale  dealing,  saying  that  the  pro- 
visions applicable  to  the  first-part  poisons  and  those  which 
require  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller  shall  not  apply 
in  these  cases.  The  question  arises,  Why  does  the  earlier 
part  of  this  section  impose  conditions  upon  sales  by  whole- 
sale and  apparently  remove  them  later  on  in  the  section  ?  Is 
it  bad  draughtsmanship,  or  is  there  intentional  distinction  ? 
We  incline  to  the  latter  view.  As  the  section  stands  it  is 
clear  that  poisons  which  are  exported  need  not  be  labelled 
with  the  name  and  address  of  the  exporter,  and  that  the  same 
applies  when  the  poisons  are  sold  by  wholesale  to  retail 
dealers  {i.e.,  registered  chemists  and  others  whose  rights  are 
reserved  by  Section  16  of  the  Act  and  by  the  Act  of  1869). 
In  the  case  of  any  other  persons  purchasing  poisons  by  whole- 
sale the  same  conditions  must  be  observed  as  if  the  sale  were 
by  retail.  This  interpretation  is  not,  of  course,  conclusive. 
It  was  given  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  a 
few  years  ago,  and  was  then  challenged  by  counsel.  In  spite 
of  that,  the  exemption  in  the  latter  part  of  the  secticn  can 
only  be  taken  -pro  tanto,  and  as  soon  as  the  wholesale  dealing 
gets  beyond  the  retail  dealer  the  exemption  stops. 


The  Body-name  Case. 

We  understand  that  the  appeal  in  the  action  Helm  v. 
Cousins  will  not  be  proceeded  with.  The  defendant  in  this 
case  (see  O.  <h  D.,  May  11,  p.  700)  was  fined  under  the  Medi- 
cine-stamp Act,  1812,  for  selling  unstamped  a  preparation 
called  "Red  Lung  Balsam,"  and  he  applied  to  the  Magis- 
trates to  state  a  case  for  appeal,  lodging  in  the  court  the  usual 
bonds  that  are  necessary  in  such  proceedings.  Mr.  R.  C. 
Wren,  Secretary  of  the  Association  of  Wholesale  Druggists 
and  Manufacturers  of  Medicinal  Preparations,  conferred 
with  Mr.  Cousins  and  his  solicitor  last  week,  and  undertook 
to  meet  the  expenses  incurred  since  the  trial  of  the  action 
on  condition  that  the  appeal  should  not  be  proceeded  with. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  appeal  would  have  raised  very 
large  questions  affecting  wider  interests  than  those  of  Mr. 
Cousins,  it  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  nothing  further  will 
be  heard  of  it.  We  also  trust  that  no  official  notice  will  be 
taken  of  it  so  far  as  the  body-name  ruling  is  concerned. 
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Too  Previous. 

"  The  gentle  Spring  has  come,"  he  said, 
"  When  zephyrs  softly  blow, 
I  hear  the  birdlets  overhead  "  ; 
But  hail-stones  dropped  from  high  instead, 
And  presently  he  took  to  bed 
And  sipped  tinct.  camphor,  co. 

"  'Tis  nearly  June,"  he  said  ;  "  just  think, 
With  skill  and  care  I've  blent 
The  ingredients  of  my  saline  drink  ; 
But  bathing-caps  and  sponges  blink 
In  eager  wistfulness,  and  shrink 
From  chilblain  liniment." 
*  *  *  * 

The  cycle  of  the  years  may  roll, 

And  seasons  change,  till  soon 
December's  sultry  days  pay  toll 

For  next  year's  Arctic  June. 

The  Title  "M.P.S." 

A  number  of  persons  having  failed  to  send  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  before  the  end  of  March 
their  subscriptions  for  the  current  year,  and  having  since 
failed  to  apply  for  restoration,  they  have  ceased  to  share 
the  privileges  of  membership.  These  ex-members  are  now 
reminded  that  unless  they  apply  for  restoration  during  the 
present  month  they  will  be  called  upon  to  return  their 
certificates  of  membership,  and  to  remove  from  their  shop- 
fronts,  labels,  and  elsewhere  anything  which  states  or  im- 
plies that  they  are  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
—"Pharmaceutical  Journal,"  May  18,  1907. 

It  does  not  appear  to  have  occurred  to  the  official  mind 
that  this  is  an  excellent  argument  (1)  for  not  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and,  (2)  for  those 
who  are,  not  to  use  the  letters  "M.P.S."  in  any  connection 
which  will  involve  expense  of  removal  when  for  any  reason 
they  do  not  desire  to  continue  membership  of  the  Society. 
There  is  no  question  of  the  fact  that  legal  proceedings  are 
taken  by  order  of  the  Council  of  the  Society  against 
chemists  who  have  been  members  of  the  Society  and,  after 
they  have  ceased  to  be,  have  continued  to  use  old  labels 
with  "  M.P.S."  on  them,  or  on  their  brass  plates  or  signs. 
Sometimes  before  that  happens  a  divisional  secretary  calls 
upon  the  chemist  who  has  not  renewed  his  subscription  and, 
pointing  to  the  "  M.P.S."  on  sign  and  labels,  says,  "  You'll 
need  to  paint  out  that  and  destroy  these  labels  if  you  don't 
send  up  your  guinea,"  which  is  a  very  efficacious  argument 
in  most  cases.  It  is  advisable,  therefore,  that  chemists  should 
use  only  the  titles  of  their  legal  qualifications — "pharma- 
ceutical chemist"  and  "chemist  and  druggist"  or  "dis- 
pensing chemist  " — on  their  signs  and  labels. 

Botanical  Verses. 

[The  "Newcastle  Weekly  Chronicle"  had  a  verse  competi- 
tion recently.  In  twenty  lines  the  competitors  had  to  use  as 
many  plant-names  as  possible.  Mr.  W.  Dennis,  chemist  and 
optician,  of  Mundesley-on-Sea,  was  one  who  sent  in  verses — 
four  of  which  we  give  herewith.  They  were  highly  com- 
mended.] 

Rose-Mary  and  May  Marguerite 
A-driving  went  one  day — - 
The  good  Horse-Radish  sped  along 
The  lovely  Laurel  way. 

Miss  May,  the  Elder  of  the  two, 

Had  Bean  the  Queen's  Delight ; 

While  Rose  was  of  a  different  Stock, 

With  cheeks  so  Pink  and  white. 

A  friend  of  theirs — Lord  Speedwell  Rue 

(Who  wore  a  Golden  Seal) — 

Had  asked  them  out  to  "  Hawthorn  Glen  " 

To  have  a  Savoury  meal. 

The  girls  arrived  quite  up  to  Thyme, 
And  met  their  Anti-rhinum, 
While  Master-wort  was  Hop-ping  round 
With  Daisy  Dill  beside  him. 

China  and  Opium. 

The  Pekin  correspondent  of  the  "  Times,"  in  a  despatch 
dated  May  19,  discusses  the  effect  of  the  new  opium-regula- 


tions in  China,  and  indicates  that  the  Chinese  authorities 
are  really  in  earnest  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  that  satis- 
factory progress  has  been  made  during  the  first  six  months 
the  new  regulations  have  been  in  force.  The  last  of  the 
opium-dens  in  Pekin  was  closed  on  Friday,  May  17.  From 
what  the  correspondent  says  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt 
that  even  the  cultivation  of  opium  in  China  will  be  gradually 
reduced,  and  the  use  of  opium  is  fast  becoming  unfashion- 
able. The  greatest  difficulty  will  be  the  importation  and 
use  of  morphine,  as  to  which  the  correspondent  says  : 

Morphia  will  be  a  formidable  difficulty.  All  the  manu- 
facturing Powers,  except  Japan  and  Germany,  have  now 
given  their  assent  to  the  enforcement  of  the  clauses  in  the 
American  and  British  treaties  forbidding  the  importation 
of  morphia  except  for  medical  purposes.  Japan  is  the 
largest  manufacturer  of  hypodermic  needles  and  other 
appliances  for  the  use  of  morphia.  Morphia  is  smuggled 
into  China  in  large  quantities.  Only  a  few  ounces  are  shown 
in  the  Customs  returns,  yet  the  import  should  be  estimated 
in  tons.  Official  statistics  show  during  several  years  before 
the  increase  of  duty  an  import  annually  of  above  4  tons; 
when  the  duty  was  increased  from  5  to  200  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  the  quantity  imported  fell  to  a  few  ounces,  and  yet 
the  consumption  has  in  the  meantime  increased. 

Owing  to  the  progress  made  in  China  it  is  expected  that  the 
British  and  Indian  Governments'  will  no  longer  delay  actively 
participating  with  the  Chinese  Government  in  its  crusade 
so  far  as  their  powers  go. 

What  is  Whisky? 

This  problem  has  had  many  side-issues.  The  last  of  them, 
we  notice,  is  a  paper,  "  The  Physiological  Action  of  Whisky 
on  the  Circulation,"  the  record  of  experiments  by  Drs.  F.  J. 
CharterLs  and  E.  P.  Cathcart,  from  the  Pharmacological 
Laboratory,  Glasgow  University,  printed  in  the  "  British 
Medical  Journal "  of  May  18.  These  experimenters  gave 
several  temperate  men  2  oz.  of  pot-still  whisky  or  patent-still 
whisky  or  the  equivalent  of  absolute  alcohol,  observing  the 
influence  of  the  doses  upon  the  blood-pressure  and  pulse. 
It  is  somewhat  surprising  to  learn  that  the  effect  upon  the 
pulse  and  pressures  of  all  three  alcoholic  preparations  was 
very  slight,  and  that  after  the  first  ten  minutes  no  difference 
could  be  detected  between  the  action  of  the  absolute  alcohol 
and  the  whisky.  Perhaps  the  doctors  did  not  carry  their 
experiments  far  enough,  or  it  may  be  that  the  psychological 
effects  are  more  pronounced  in  Glasgow  folks  than  the 
physiological. 

A  Druggist  whose  Arms  were  Augmented. 

We  referred  a  few  weeks  ago  to  the  "  royal  augmentation  " 
in  their  coats-of-arms  recently  granted  by  the  King  as  a 
special  honour  to  Sir  Frederick  Treves  and  Sir  Francis 
Laking.  The  "British  Medical  Journal,"  again  remarking 
on  the  matter,  shows  that  the  only  persons  in  the  medical 
profession  who  have  ever  had  this  honourable  distinction 
conferred  upon  them  were  Gideon  Delaune,  Sir  Henry  Hal- 
ford,  and  Sir  William  Gull,  and  of  these  Gideon  Delaune 
was  not  a  physician,  but  a  druggist — that  is  to  say,  he  was 
one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries. 
The  inscription  under  his  portrait  over  the  fireplace  in  the 
Court-room  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  styles  him  Gideon  De 
Luune,  Armiger,  Serenissimce  Anna  Regis  Jacobi  primi 
uxoris  Pharmacopceius  ac  hujus  Societatis  quondam  Magister 
nee  nbn  Benefactor  dignissimus.  He  was  not,  as  has  some- 
times been  stated,  the  founder  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society, 
but  he  was  one  of  its  earliest  Masters.  The  apothecaries 
were  incorporated  as  a  separate  body  in  1617,  and  it  was 
not  till  more  than  a  century  later  that  they  began  to  pre- 
scribe as  well  as  dispense  medicines.  De  Laune,  therefore, 
was  not  a  physician,  but  a  druggist — says  the  "B.M.J." 
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Chemists'  Windows. 

ontributed  by  "  C.  &  D."  Subscribers.    The  Editor  will  be  glad 
to  receive  photographs  of  effective  window-displays  or  inclu- 
ion  in  this  section.    Notes  on  the  displays  should  accompany 
the  photographs.    We  pay  for  what  we  use. 


A  "  Hazeline  Snow"  Window. 

Most  chemists  are  familiar  with  the  window-displays  which 
Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  arrange  as  an  adver- 
tisement of  "  Hazeline  Snow."  These  displays  are 
each  arranged  with  due  regard  to  the  character  of  the 
window  occupied,  and  some  of  the  effects  are  very  striking. 
The  above  illustration  is  from  a  photograph  of  one 
recently  arranged.  The  features  of  the  display  are  as 
follows  :  A  well-executed  oil-painting  representing  a  snow- 
.  clad  mountain  is  employed  as  a  background,  and  in  the 
centre  of  the  window  are  cartons  and  pots  of  "  Hazeline 
Snow  "  arranged  in  pyramids.  On  each  side  are  placed 
art  vases  containing  artificial  representations  of  small 
branches  of  Hamamelis  virginiana,  while  a  selection  of 
attractive  showcards  occupies  the  front  of  the  window.  The 
employment  of  blue  and  white  drapery  and  ribbon  imparts 
a  tasteful  finish  to  the  whole  show. 


College  IFlotes. 


Birmingham  University. — A  party  of  students  from  this 
University,  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Coole  Kneale,  visited 
Messrs.  Phillip  Harris  &  Co.'s  pharmaceutical  laboratories 
last  week,  and  had  an  instructive  time. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy. — On  Thursday  after- 
noon, May  16,  the  students  of  this  College  were  taken  by 
Mr.  Sage  to  Woolwich  Arsenal,  their  arrival  being  timed  so 
that  they  might  see  the  manufacture  of  steel  by  the  Bessemer 
process,  which  was  thoroughly  explained  to  them  by  the 
manager  of  the  department.  Afterwards  they  were  taken  to 
various  other  departments,  and  spent  a  most  enjoyable  and 
instructive  afternoon. 


tlraoe  Motes. 


WHERE   TO  STUDY. 

The  following  educational  institutions  are  advertising  in 
this  issue : 

Muter's  (South  London)  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kenning- 

ton  Road,  London,  S.E. 
Westminster  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  Ltd., 

Trinity  Square,  Borough,  S.E. 
Metropolitan    College    of    Chemistry    and  Pharmacy, 

160-162  Kennington  Park  Road,  London,  S.E. 
London  College  of  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  and  Botany, 

323  Clapham  Road.  London,  S.W. 
Liverpool  School  of  Pharmacy,  6  Sandon  Terrace,  Upper 

Duke  Street,  Liverpool. 
Birmingham  and  Midland  College  of  Chemistry,  Pharmacy, 

and  Botany,  45  Newhall  Street,  Birmingham. 
Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  Clarendon  Road,  Leeds. 
Bath  and  West  of  England  College  of  Chemistry  and  Phar- 
macy, 8  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 
Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy,  180  West  Regent  Street, 

Glasgow. 


Otto  of  Violets. — Messrs.  H.  Bronnley  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
Warple  Way,  Acton,  London,  W.,  are  issuing  in  this  number 

a  warning  in  regard  to  Otto  of  Violets. 
The  Standard  Tablet  and  Pill  Co.,  of  Hove,  intimate 

that,  in  conformity  with  Mr.  Justice  Parker's  judgment  in 

the  Iron-Ox  case,  they  will  supply  their  customers  with  new 

labels  for  their  compound  oxide  of  iron  tablets. 

New  List. — Messrs.  J.  Grossmith,  Son  &  Co.,  Newgate 

Street,  London,  E.C.,  have  issued  a  new  edition  of  their 

perfumery  catalogue  which  they  offer  in  their  advertise- 
ment to  send  to  any  of  our  subscribers.    The  list  is  one  of 

the  most  artistic  we  have  ever  seen. 
A  Summer  Line. — Messrs.  Lorimer  & 

Co.,  Ltd.,  Britannia  Row,  Islington, 

London,  N.,  are  making  a  special  offer  in 

regard  to  lime-fruit  saline,  particulars 

of  which  will  be  found  in  our  advertising 

pages.       The     illustration  herewith 

shows  the  style  of  the  package — the 

wrapper  is  in  colours — upon  which  the 

name  and  address  of  the  seller  can  be 

placed.     The  saline  is  in  fine  granules, 

and  the  lime-fruit  flavour  has  been  well 

reproduced. 

Pearson's    Antiseptic    Co.,  Ltd., 

15  Elm  Street,  London,  W.C.,  submit 

to  us  specimens  of  three  advertising 

novelties.    One  is  a  booklet  giving  hints 

for  the  use  of  Pearson's  antiseptic  in  the 

household,  and  to  this  is  appended  a 

price-list  of  the  Pearson  specialities. 

The  second  is  a  veterinary  handbook, 

containing  directions  for  the  use  of  Pearson's  antiseptic 
in  the  treatment  of  a  large  number  of  ailments  to  which 

farm  and  domestic  animals  are  subject.  A  handsome 
oblong  show-tablet,  measuring  10  in.  by  5  in.  deep,  printed 
in  colours  and  gold,  is  also  obtainable.  It  can  be  attached 
to  a  wall  or  otherwise  exposed  in  the  shop.  Our  subscribers 
should  apply  to  the  company  for  specimens. 

June's  Bath-salt. — The  aromatic  bath-salt  manufactured 
by  Messrs.  June  &  Co.,  36  High  Road,  Balham,  London,  S.W., 
has  been  on  the  market  during  the  past  eleven  years,  and 
has  in  an  unostentatious  manner  established  itself  as  a  toilet- 
article.  The  manufacturers  now  propose  to  make  it  better 
known  to  the  public,  and  invite  the  co-operation  of  chemists 
as  retailers.  The  salt  is  a  compound  preparation  containing 
several  antiseptic  and  therapeutic  agents,  besides  a  water- 
softener.  It  is  highly  aromatic,  pleasant  in  use,  and  during 
the  summer  season  especially  it  forms  an  agreeable  addition 
to  the  bath  and  toilet  water.  The  salt  is  put  up  in  tins  to 
retail  at  2s.,  and  can  be  obtained  from  any  of  the  wholesale 
and  sundries'  houses. 


Gbe  Week's  poisonings. 

EIGHT  deaths  from  poison  have  taken  place  during  the 
past  week,  all  but  one  being  suicides.  The  exception 
was  the  case  of  Sarah  Naylor  (65),  a  Bradford  widow,  who 
died,  the  coroner's  jury  found,  as  a  result  of  having 
accidentally  taken  an  overdose  of  laudanum. — A  deliberate 
overdose  of  laudanum  was  taken  by  Annie  E.  Clinch  (29), 
a  nurse  at  the  Ashton  Borough  Hospital. — John  Edward 
Howard  Harris  (63),  an  artist,  poisoned  himself  with 
potassium  cyanide  at  Moss-side,  Manchester. — There  were 
two  suicides  with  carbolic  acid.  It  was  taken  by  Thomas 
William  Monks  (72),  a  joiner,  at  Liverpool,  who  could  not 
get  work,  and  by  Joseph  William  Johnson  (38),  a  motor- 
car cleaner  at  West  Hampstead. — Robert  Tamlin  (39),  of 
Camden  Town,  another  out-of-work,  poisoned  himself  with 
oxalic  acid. — Adriana  Musbach  (49),  a  Camberwell  widow, 
left  a  letter  for  the  coroner  and  drank  a  fatal  dose  of  some 
poison  unnamed. — Yet  another  workless  man,  George 
Richard  Starkey  (70),  a  french  polisher,  of  Bethnal  Green 
Road,  poisoned  himself,  the  medium  he  used  being  potassium 
bichromate. — Clara  Melrose  Lavender  (50),  of  Bristol,  took 
a  fatal  dose  of  salt  of  lemon. — Eliza  Annie  Stone  (51)  died 
as  the  result  of  taking  a  dose  of  liquid  ammonia. 
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association  affairs. 


Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Whist-drive  in  connection  with  this  Association  was  held 
at  the  Gervis  Hall  Restaurant,  on  Wednesday,  May  15, 
at  7.30  p.m.  Members  and  their  friends  to  the  number  of 
forty-three  were  present  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent,  the  prizes  being  won  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Bigg  (1st),  Mr. 
A.  G.  Simpson  (2nd),  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Scott  (booby). 

Sunderland  Chemists'  Association. 

The  third  outing  of  the  year  took  place  on  Wednesday, 
May  15,  the  United  Alkali  Co.'s  works  at  Hebburn-on-Tyne 
being  visited.  An  afternoon  of  great  educational  value  was 
commenced  by  a  visit  to  the  sulphuric-acid  plant.  The 
manufacture  of  hydrochloric  acid  was  next  investigated, 
then  the  production  of  sodium  thiosulphate  and  sulphite, 
soda-crystals,  silicate  of  soda,  pearl-hardening,  and  bleach- 
ing-powder.  Afterwards  the  members  visited  the  quayside 
to  see  how  raw  and  finished  materials  are  handled,  and  after 
a  hurried  inspection  of  the  analytical  laboratory  they  gave  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  so  ably  acted  as 
guides,  this  bringing  a  most  instructive  and  enjoyable  visit 
to  a  close. 

Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  the  Salisbury 
Hotel,  Harrogate,  on  May  17,  Mr.  Atkinson  (President)  in 
the  chair.  The  Secretary's  and  the  Treasurer's  reports  having 
been  adopted,  the  election  of  officers  for  the  coming  year 
was  proceeded  with,  and  the  following  were  unanimously 
elected  :  President,  Mr.  Chas.  B.  Southwell  (of  Knares- 
borough).  Treasurer,  Mr.  Geo.  Weston.  Executive  Com- 
mittee, Messrs.  T.  E.  Handford,  A.  Atkinson,  C.  E.  J. 
Eynon,  and  A.  W.  Wood.  Hon.  Secretaries,  H.  G.  Mitchell 
and  F.  T.  Leak.  Auditor,  Mr.  Rudd  (of  Ripon).  Votes  of 
thanks  were  accorded  to  the  retiring  officers,  and  after  other 
formal  business  had  been  transacted  the  members  had  a 
smoking-concert.  The  evening  was  a  very  pleasant  termina- 
tion to  a  successful  session. 

Hull  Chemists'  Association. 

A  most  enjoyable  excursion  was  made  on  Whit  Monday  to 
Chatsworth  and  the  Peak  district  by  the  members  of  the 
Association  and  their  wives  and  friends.  Mr.  Richardson 
(President),  Mr.  Robson  (Vice-President),  and  Mr.  Walter 
Staning  accompanied  the  party,  which  left  the  Cannon  Street 
Station  of  the  Hull  and  Barnsley  Railway  for  Sheffield  at 
7  a.m.  Breakfast  was  served  in  Sheffield,  and  a  waggonette 
drive  through  Peak  scenery  to  Baslow  followed.  From  this 
centre  Chatsworth  House  was  visited,  and,  although  slight 
showers  fell  at  intervals,  the  party  was  well  provided  with 
umbrellas  and  wraps.  After  tea  at  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire, Baslow,  the  pleasure  of  a  beautiful  warm  evening  was 
enjoyed.  Arriving  at  Sheffield  the  party  dined  at  Hudson's 
Restaurant,  Sheffield,  and  had  coffee  at  the  Ceylon  Cafe.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  for 
the  thoroughness  of  his  arrangements. 

Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Company  of  over  twenty  visited  Dunfermline  on  May  22, 
Victoria  Day.  The  weather  was  showery,  but  a  pleasant 
day  was  spent  in  visiting  various  places  of  interest 
in  the  ancient  city.  At  dinner,  in  Wilson's  Hotel,  Mr. 
James  Russell  (President)  took  the  chair,  and  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Fisher  and  Gilmour  (Dunfermline).  The  com- 
pany included  Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  (Edinburgh),  Messrs. 
Naysmith,  Robertson,  and  Whyte  (Arbroath),  John  Ander- 
son, J.  Doig,  C.  Kerr,  John  Gray,  J.  H.  Thomson,  and 
William  Cummings  (Dundee),  and  a  number  of  ladies.  After 
the  loyal  toasts  Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  proposed  the  toast  of 
"  Success  to  the  Forfarshire  Association,"  to  which  the 
Chairman  replied.  Mr.  John  Anderson  then  proposed  the 
health  of  the  local  chemists  who  had  contributed  so  much 
to  the  success  of  the  day's  outing.  Messrs.  Gilmour  and 
Fisher  replied.  The  former  mentioned  that  Dr.  Ross  had 
said  that  the  Carnegie  Trust  would  gladly  have  entertained 
the  partyf'rom  Forfarshire  had  they  known  in  time.  Dundee 
was  reached  again  at  seven. 


Oldham  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Oriental  Cafe, 
Oldham,  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  14,  Mr.  J.  Lees  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair. 

The  Secretary's  Report  showed  that  the  meetings 
had  been  fairly  well  attended,  but  not  so  well  as  they 
might  have  been ;  and  he  urged  those  present  to  use  their 
influence  to  induce  the  few  chemists  outside  the  Association 
to  join,  and  also  to  stimulate  the  flagging  members  to  better 
attendance.  The  Treasurer  announced  a  satisfactory  balance 
in  hand. 

Election  of  Officers. — The  retiring  councillors  were 
reappointed — viz.,  Messrs.  J.  Lees,  C.  G.  Wood,  C. 
Gartside,  T.  Baker,  R.  M.  Crosdale,  H.  Bagshaw,  E. 
Walters,  G.  Todd,  and  J.  W.  Webster.  The  President, 
Vice-President,  Secretaries,  and  Treasurer  were  all  unani- 
mously re-elected. 

Early  Closing. — A  discussion  was  opened  by  Mr.  R.  M. 
Crosdale.  It  was  generally  admitted  that  a  uniform  time  of 
closing  each  day  was  impracticable,  but  the  members  present 
pledged  themselves  to  close  on  Tuesdays  at  one  o'clock  after 
Whitsuntide.  Mr.  C.  G.  Wood,  who  attended  the  Federa- 
tion meeting  in  London,  reported  on  the  affair  and  was 
thanked. 

Hartlepools  Chemists'  Association. 

The  fifth  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel 
on  Thursday,  May  16.  Present  :  Alderman  Clarkson  (in  the 
chair),  Messrs.  Gibson,  Barker,  Timmins,  Whitehead, 
Denton,  Gamlen,  and  others. 

The  Balance-sheet  presented  by  the  Hon.  Secretary 
showed  a  credit  balance  in  hand  of  61.  7s.  2d.  It  was 
adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Barker,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Gibson. 

Office-bearers. — Mr.  Clarkson  was  requested  to  retain 
the  Presidency  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  he  accepted.  Mr. 
P.  H.  Gamlen  was  re-elected  Secretary.  Alderman 
Horsley  and  Mr.  J.  Hill  were  re-elected  Vice-Presidents, 
and  the  following  appointments  were  also  made  :  Hon. 
Vice-Presidents,  Dr.  H.  E.  Gamlen,  Mr.  W.  Somerville 
Woodmoir,  Dr.  Scott  Gibb,  Mr.  J.  A.  Turnbull,  L.D.S., 
Mr.  P.  R.  Sibson,  L.D.S.,  Dr.  A.  V.  MacGregor,  Dr.  S. 
Biggart,  Dr.  A.  E.  Morison,  Sir  Ed.  Evans,  and  Mr.  E.  A. 
Watt,  L.D.S.  Committee,  Messrs.  Timmins,  Denton, 
Gibson,  Barker,  Robinson,  and  Whitehead.  Hon.  Solicitor, 
Mr.  Harrison. 

A  Trading-list  of  rare  drugs  and  proprietary  medicines 
to  be  circulated  among  the  members  of  the  Association  was 
proposed,  and  will  be  brought  out  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as 
to  enable  members  to  obtain  goods  not  generally  stocked 
locally. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  send  a  letter  to  each 
medical  man  about  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex. 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Chemists' 
Association. 

On  Thursday,  May  16,  the  members  had  a  supper  and  social 
evening  at  the  Woodside  Hotel,  Birkenhead,  about  fifty 
members  and  guests  being  present.    Mr.  A.  H.  Ellithorne 

(President)  was  in  the  chair,  and 

was  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Rymer 

Young,  Dr.  Charles  Symes,  Mr. 

E.  A.  Naylor,  Mr.  Hornblower, 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley,  Mr.  Barlow, 

Mr.  Benger,  and  Mr.  Breeze. 

After  supper  the   loyal  toasts 

were  honoured,  and  the  Presi- 
dent, having  heartily  welcomed 

the  guests,  called  upon  Mr.  A.  E. 

Breeze  to  give  the  toast  of  "  The 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 

Britain."     Mr.   Breeze,  in  the 

course  of  his  speech,  made  an 

appeal  to  shortsighted  chemists 

to  join  the  Society,  so  as  to 

strengthen  the  union  of  chemists, 

and  referred  to  legislation  now 

before  Parliament  which  affects 

chemists'  interests.  He  hoped  the 

Medical  and  Dental  Companies  Bills  would  be  blocked  by 
the  backers  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  on  the  ground  that  those 
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who  hold  the  lives  of  many  of  their  fellow-citizens  in  their 
hands  (as  chemists  do  when  dispensing,  etc.)  have  more  right 
to  recognition  than  a  man  who  might  break  a  tooth  or  make 
a  misfitting  set.  As  regards  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  he  advo- 
cated the  addition  of  two  clauses — one  to  exempt  chemists 
from  jury-service,  and  the  other  to  give  all  chemists  and 
druggists  the  right  to  use  the  title  "pharmacist."  Mr.  J. 
Rymer  Young,  in  replying  to  the  toast  as  President  of  the 
Society,  said  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Council  he 
advocated  exemption  of  chemists  from  jury-service,  but 
since  then  he  has  modified  his  view.    He  said  : 

It  is  not  quite  the  thing  for  any  section  of  the  community 
to  desire  to  shirk  what  is  a  national  duty,  and  rather  than 
increase  the  exemptions  I  would  decrease  them.  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  solicitor  should  not  be  liable  to  serve  in  the 
country's  interest,  or  why  the  magistrate  should  not  join  in 
public  service  of  that  kind.  Still,  so  long  as  these  exemp- 
tions are  permitted  (and  they  are  remarkably  numerous),  I 
quite  agree  the  chemist  should  be  included.  If  you  exempt 
the  ministry,  the  law,  the  church,  and  half  a  dozen  of  the 
learned  departments  of  society,  and  finally  include  the  chemist, 
then  you  are  going  to  leave  the  question  of  trial  by  jury  to 
the  residuum  of  imbecility.  (Laughter.) 

Those  who  are  really  anxious  to  evade  and  escape  jury-duty 
have  only  to  pass  the  Major  examination,  with  a  simple  fee 
of  eight  or  ten  guineas  and  a  little  private  study.  The  busy 
man  would  willingly  escape  for  the  sum  of  ten  guineas. 

Referring  to  the  suggestion  that  chemists  should  be  enabled 
to  use  the  title  "pharmacist,"  Mr.  Young  said  : 

Any  man  may  earn  the  title  under  existing  circumstances 
if  he  chooses  to  pay  the  price,  and  those  men  who  have  paid 
already  have  it.  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  I  am  in  com- 
plete sympathy  with  men  who  sit  on  the  lower  step  of  the 
ladder  and  shriek  madly  to  be  raised  to  the  top  by  some  sort 
of  magic.    The  road  open  to  one  is  open  to  the  other. 

He  admitted  that  ' '  pharmacist "  is  a  better  title  than 
"chemist,"  and  would  give  it  to-morrow,  but  he  stated 
that  some  of  his  colleagues  are  opposed  to  the  change. 
Mr.  Young  then  referred  to  pharmacy  legislation  and  the 
proposals  in  regard  to  reorganisation  of  the  Society  much 
on  the  lines  of  his  presidential  address  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  on  the  previous  day.  With  reference 
to  the  proposed  Select  Committee  on  the  Poisons  and 
Pharmacy  Bill,  he  said  : 

We  have  for  some  time,  as  you  are  aware,  been  desirous  of 
getting  our  troubles  and  desires  brought  before  a  Select 
Committee,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  has  promised  that  they 
shall  be.  But  if  it  is  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Government 
which  is  to  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  that  will  not 
suit  us  at  all.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  claims  made  in  our 
own  Pharmacy  Bill  shall  be  considered  by  such  a  Committee, 
then  we  are  absolutely  satisfied.  We  feel  that  if  we  can  bring 
our  case  before  ten  or  twelve  or  fifteen  presumably  unpre- 
judiced men,  it  is  good  enough  to  stand  on  its  own  merits. 
If  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  or  anyone  else  will  give  us  a 
guarantee  that  our  side  of  the  question  will  be  heard,  apart 
from  what  is  contained  in  his  Bill,  we  shall  make  no  op- 
position. If  no  such  undertaking  is  given,  we  can  do  nothing 
else  than  oppose  to  the  best  of  our  ability  the  Bill  the  Govern- 
ment is  bringing  forward. 

Before  concluding  Mr.  Young  spoke  briefly  in  regard  to 
examination  and  education,  advocating  a  curriculum  as  a 
means  for  decreasing  failures  in  the  examination.  Dr. 
Symes  followed  with  the  toast  of  "The  Birkenhead  and 
Wirral  Chemists'  Association,"  which  Mr.  Ellithorne  ac- 
knowledged, and  later  he  was  thanked  for  presiding. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  Tom  Barlow  (tenor),  Mr.  George 
Rowlands  (bass),  and  Mr.  Howard  Innes  (humorist),  with 
Mr.  Arthur  Dicks  as  pianist  and  accompanist,  rendered  an 
entertaining  musical  programme. 

Western  Chemists'  Association. 

The  closing  meeting  of  the  session,  held  at  the  Norfolk 
Square  Hotel,  Paddington,  on  May  22,  was  well  attended. 
In  the  unexpected  absence  of  the  President,  Dr.  W.  H. 
Martindale  (Vice-President)  was  called  to  the  chair.  Two 
new  members  were  proposed,  and  letters  were  read  from 
Mr.  W.  Johnston  (Secretary  of  the  Chemists'  Defence  Asso- 
ciation) regretting  absence,  and  from  the  Secretaries  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  asking  that  delegates  be 
appointed  from  the  Association  for  the  meeting  at  Man- 
chester in  July. 

Employees'  Liability  Act. — This  was  the  first  topic  for 
discussion.    Mr.  Burton  Middleton  read  a  few  notes  on  the 


salient  points  in  the  Act,  as  expounded  by  Mr.  Kirby  at  the 
Federation  meeting.  The  wider  interpretation  given  to  the 
word  "workman"  would,  Mr.  Middleton  said,  be  prolific  in 
inducing  vexatious  litigation,  seeing  that  errand-boys  and 
other  entities  of  unorganised  labour  are  now  included  in  the 
Act.  He  gave  instances  of  how  simple  accidents  in  the 
pharmacy  might  lead  to  costly  compensation,  and  urged  that 
some  sections  of  the  Act  appeared  to  give  a  premium  to  dis- 
obedience, insubordination,  and  negligence.  In  the  discus- 
sion Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  related  some  amusing  incidents  from 
his  own  experience,  and  said  the  chief  hardship  to  the 
employer  would  be  the  compulsory  insurance  of  casual 
labour.  Mr.  J.  T.  Barrett  said  the  moral  of  the  paper  was 
Insure,  insure,  insure !  The  Act,  in  his  opinion,  is  an 
iniquitous  one,  and  there  is  little  chance  of  getting  it  altered. 
Mr.  Barrett's  reminiscences  of  accidents  to  errand-boys  and 
apprentices  with  a  penchant  for  fireworks  were  likewise 
much  appreciated.  An  inquiry  as  to  the  best  method  of 
insuring  brought  a  response  from  Mr.  Goodall,  who  has 
insured  two  assistants,  two  errand-boys,  an  occasional 
errand-boy,  his  domestic  servant,  and  a  charwoman  at  a 
cost  of  17s.  6d.  per  annum  for  the  seven.  On  this  subject 
a  letter  was  read  from  the  Chemists'  Defence  Association 
explaining  the  procedure  necessary,  and  offering  to  insure 
members  on  exceptional  terms.  After  the  Chairman  had 
summed  up  the  discussion  in  an  amusing  speech,  he  called 
upon  Mr.  J.  Cofman. 

Secret  Remedies  and  Pharmaceutical  Proprietaries 
in  England  and  Abroad.— This  subject  Mr.  Cofman  treated 
at  length  some  months  ago,  and  his  remarks  were  merely 
of  a  supplementary  character.  He  advocated  the  institu- 
tion of  an  Anti-Quackery  League.  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen,  who 
followed,  said  he  had  hoped  for  some  practical  outcome  of 
Mr.  Cofman's  previous  paper.  He  had  expected  that  Mr. 
Cofman  would  give  them  some  practical  scheme  to  work 
upon,  but  he  had  not  done  so.  He  (Mr.  Allen)  had  been 
interested  in  the  subject  all  his  life,  and  the  first  circular  he 
ever  issued  to  his  customers  contained  a  warning  against 
so-called  patent  medicines  containing  narcotics.  Before  the 
chlorodyne  case  made  it  compulsory  he  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  affixing  to  such  proprietaries  a  small  red  label,  stating  that 
the  preparations  were  poison,  and  that  care  should  be  exer- 
cised in  their  administration,  particularly  to  children.  He 
exhibits  still  a  framed  copy  of  the  circular  in  his  shop- 
window.  He  at  first  received  several  lawyers'  letters 
from  interested  parties,  but  he  always  asked  whether  or 
not  it  was  a  fact  that  the  preparation  implicated  contained 
a  poison.  If  he  had  an  assurance  from  the  manufacturer 
that  there  was  no  poison  in  the  preparation  he  was  prepared 
to  remove  the  label.  Proceedings  never  went  any  further. 
That  is  past  history,  but  to-day  the  chemist  is  surrounded 
by  all  kinds  of  proprietaries,  some  useful  and  others  repre- 
hensible. Chemists  are  compelled  to  sell  them,  and  if  any 
endeavour  is  to  be  made  to  form  an  Anti-Quackery  Society, 
the  subject  must  be  approached  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  safety  of  the  public.  There  must  be  differentiation 
between  proprietaries  that  are  valuable  and  those  that  are 
pure  quackery.  There  are  a  number  of  excellent  pharma- 
ceutical proprietaries,  and  the  only  safe  basis  to  go  upon  is 
to  declare  that  the  traffic  in  secret  remedies  should  be  put  a 
stop  to.  The  question  is  a  thorny  one,  but  one  that  will  have 
to  be  tackled ;  and  he  thought  a  propaganda  might  be  carried 
out  on  the  lines  of  acquainting  the  public  and  medical  men 
by  circular  or  small  pamphlet  as  to  what  stamped  pro- 
prietary medicines  really  are,  and  of  seeking  that  the  formula 
of  every  proprietary  should  be  registered.  Mr.  Barrett  said 
there  was  great  interest  in  the  subject,  but  nothing  practical, 
and  he  proposed  : 

That  the  Committee  of  the  Western  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, together  with  Mr.  Cofman  and  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (with 
power  to  add  to  their  number),  should  meet  together  and 
endeavour  to  formulate  some  scheme  to  combat  quackery. 
This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Powell.    Mr.  Taplin, 
Mr.  Willson,  Mr.  E.  Beaton,  and  Mr.  Schollar  joined  in  the 
discussion.     Mr.  Beaton  thought  the  Institute  of  Hygiene 
and  the  public  health  societies  should  be  consulted ;  and  Mr. 
Schollar  pointed  out  that  the  strongest  opposition  to  anti- 
quackery  would  probably  come  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.      The  Chairman  having  spoken  briefly,  Mr. 
Cofman  replied  at  length,  and  the  proceedings  terminated 
within  ten  minutes  of  midnight. 


May  25,  1907 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


807 


(Tatbartics  anfc  Cbolaoooues. 

By  A  Medical  Practitioner. 


This  series  of  articles  commenced  in  our  issue  of  Jan- 
uary 26,  1907,  p.  165.  The  author  described  generally  the 
purposes  of  these  medicines,  and  specifically  referred  to 
the  actions  of  magnesium  sulphate  and  carbonate,  as  well 
as  other  saline  laxatives.  He  now  takes  up  the  vegetable 
cathartics. 


Castor  Oil 

belongs  to  the  class  of  hydragogue  cathartics,  and  its 
popularity  as  a  mild  and  safe  purgative  appears  to  be  well 
deserved.  It  is  largely  composed  of  olein,  yet  is  effective 
in  much  smaller  doses  than  olive  oil,  which  is  apparently 
of  similar  composition.  To  what  it  owes  its  special 
activity  has  not  been  authoritatively  settled.  Its  action  is 
Bomewhat  diffuse,  and  it  increases  secretion  as  well  as 
promotes  peristalsis  ;  it  appears  to  have  no  irritant  action 
on  the  parts  contiguous  to  the  intestine,  and  is  therefore 
the  safest  of  all  purgatives  during  pregnancy  and  the 
puerperium.  Experienced  mothers  and  general  prac- 
titioners are  familiar  with  the  decisive  effect  of  a  large 
teaspoonful  of  castor  oil  in  children  with  troublesome  and 
indefinite  symptoms— usually  due  to  the  irritation  of  fer- 
menting food  in  the  intestines.  To  infants  it  is  best  given 
without  special  preparation,  but  in  the  case  of  older 
children  and  adults  the  mistura  olei  ricini,  with  or  without 
the  addition  of  milk,  wine,  or  brandy,  is  the  best  form  in 
which  to  give  it. 

Other  Oils. 

Croton  Oil  is  valuable  as  a  purgative  in  emergencies, 
such  as  apoplectic  and  uraemic  coma.  One  or  two  drops 
mixed  with  sugar  should  be  placed  on  the  tongue ;  it  is  a 
hydragogue  cathartic  in  such  doses,  but  larger  doses  act  as 
a  violent  irritant  poison. 

Olive  Oil  is  effective  as  a  mild  purgative  in  doses  of  5  oz. 
to  2  oz.  by  the  mouth,  or  4  oz.  to  8  oz.  per  rectum.  Its  action 
appears  to  be  purely  physical,  and  in  faecal  accumulation 
the  effect  of  a  rectal  injection  of  10  oz.  to  15  oz.  with  suitable 
posturing,  and  followed  in  three  hours  with  a  soap-and- 
water  enema,  is,  in  the  words  of  a  well-known  mentor, 
sometimes  prodigious. 

Glycerin 

is  a  safe  and  active  purgative,  whether  given  by  the  mouth 
or  injected  into  the  bowel  :  in  the  former  case  one  or  two 
teaspoonful  doses  may  be  given,  in  the  latter  5  to  40  minims, 
according  to  the  age  and  strength  of  the  patient.  The  well- 
known  suppositories  are  the  best  vehicle  for  rectal  injection, 
and  in  the  case  of  chronic  bed-ridden  invalids  they  are 
probably  the  most  valuable  means  of  securing  a  regular 
evacuation,  as  they  can  be  administered  with  the  least 
possible  disturbance.  When  given  by  the  mouth  glycerin 
also  has  some  action  as  a  secretory  cholagogue ;  it  is  thus 
indicated  in  some  forms  of  jaundice. 

Aloes 

is  one  of  the  most  time-honoured  of  cathartics  :  it  acts 
mainly  on  the  small  intestine,  producing  pultaceous  rather 
than  watery  evacuations.  It  is  slow  in  action,  taking  from 
eight  to  twelve  hours.  As  it  is  somewhat  irritating,  it  is 
probably  contra-indicated  in  pregnancy  and  haemorrhoids. 
It  is  best  prescribed  in  pill  form  (pil.  aloes  soc,  pil.  aloes  et 
asaf.,  pil.  rhei  comp.,  pil.  aloes  et  ferri).  Most  of  the  much- 
advertised  pills,  which  cure  all  human  ills,  owe  any  useful 
properties  which  they  possess  to  the  juice  of  the  aloe.  The 
active  principle,  aloin,  appeals  to  the  modern  prescriber 
because  £  grain,  with  a  trace  of  gingerin,  can  be  made  into  a 
pill  of  minimum  size,  which,  if  taken  at  bedtime,  can  be 
relied  on  to  produce  a  morning  evacuation  with  very  little 
disturbance. 

Colocynth 

has  a  somewhat  diffuse  action  on  the  intestine,  but  exercises 
its  maximum  action  on  the  upper  part  of  the  canal.  From 
its  powerful  peristaltic  action  it  is  apt  to  produce  griping, 


and  for  this  reason  should  always  be  prescribed  with  car- 
minatives, as  in  the  compound  extract  or  pill,  or,  better  still, 
in  the  form  of  pilula  colocynthidis  et  hyoscyami,  one  or  two 
of  which  may  be  taken  at  night.  Very  small  doses  repeated 
are  effective  as  a  cholagogue — say,  2  grains  of  the  compound 
extract  twice  daily  until  it  begins  to  act  as  a  purgative. 

Senna. 

acts  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  intestinal  canal, 
increasing  both  secretion  and  peristalsis.  It  is  very  apt  to 
produce  griping  unless  prescribed  with  carminatives  :  from 
its  diffuse  action  and  comparative  freedom  from  taste  when 
prescribed  in  the  form  of  syrup  or  confection,  it  is  particu- 
larly suitable  for  children  or  fastidious  invalids.  For 
plethoric  individuals  given  to  the  pursuits  of  Bacchus  and 
the  pleasures  of  the  table  1£  oz.  of  "black  draught"  (mis- 
tura sennas  composita)  is  a  most  useful  purgative,  the  peris- 
taltic action  of  the  senna  supplementing  the  hydragogue 
effect  of  the  magnesium  sulphate.  The  pulvis  glycyrrhizaa 
composita  is  a  preparation  which  is  very  popular  with 
women.  In  this  the  powdered  leaf  is  mixed  with  sulphur, 
fennel,  and  sugar,  and  it  is  very  easily  taken  if  mixed 
smoothly  and  carefully  with  milk  ;  it  has  also  the  advantage 
of  being  in  powder  form,  and  therefore  portable.  A  very 
useful  preparation  introduced  into  the  last  Pharmacopoeia 
is  the  liquor  sennae  cone,  which  contains  also  some  ginger 
and  may  be  prescribed  in  doses  of  5  dr.  to  1  dr.  for  adults. 

Jalap  and  Scammony 

may  be  placed  between  senna  on  the  one  hand  and  colocynth 
on  the  other  :  both  owe  their  purgative  action  to  a  resin, 
and  act  mainly  on  the  small  intestine,  stimulating  both  the 
glands  and  tho  muscular  coat.  They  are  both  safe  and 
useful  purgatives  for  children  where  it  is  desired  to 
empty  the  intestine  quickly.  Jalap  can  often  be  given  to 
and  retained  by  a  child  where  castor  oil  has  been  found 
impossible.  For  children  of  two  to  four  years  3  grains  of 
pulvis  jalapas  with  1  grain  of  calomel  is  usually  effec- 
tive, while  double  the  dose  of  each  may  be  given  to 
children  of  six  to  eight.  The  powder  can  easily  be  given 
in  jam  or  treacle.  Forty  grains  of  the  pulvis  jalapae  comp. 
is  an  effective  dose  for  an  adult  where  reduction  of  blood- 
pressure  is  indicated,  or  where  it  is  desired  to  reduce  a 
pleural  effusion,  an  ascites,  or  an  oedema.  Scammony  has 
almost  gone  out  of  fashion,  but  a  useful  laxative  for 
young  children  may  be  made  by  rubbing  up  6  grains  of 
scammonium  with  2  oz.  of  milk  and  giving  in  teaspoonful 
doses. 

Elaterium 

and  its  active  principle  elaterinum  have  also  gone  somewhat 
out  of  fashion  :  they  are  powerful  hydragogue  cathartics 
with  a  marked  action  on  peristalsis,  and  are  most  useful  in 
threatened  apoplexy,  congestions,  and  serous  effusions.  The 
best  form  in  which  to  prescribe  is  the  pulvis  elaterini  comp.,. 
which  may  be  given  in  doses  of  1  to  4  grains. 

Rhubarb 

is  an  interesting  purgative,  and  has  long  been  popular.  If 
given  in  full  doses  of  the  powdered  root  (3  to  10  grains  re- 
peated, or  15  to  30  grains  in  a  single  dose)  its  action  is 
similar  to  that  of  aloes,  but  its  purgative  is  followed  by  an 
astringent  action,  due  to  the  tannin  which  it  contains.  In 
small  doses  (5  to  2  grains)  its  action  is  astringent  only ;  it  is 
slightly  cholagogue.  The  fact  that  it  does  not  gripe  is  its 
great  recommendation  as  a  purgative,  but  its  disagreeable 
taste  is  against  it ;  the  latter  may  be  overcome  by  prescribing, 
in  wafers,  or  the  powder  may  be  rubbed  up  with  water  and 
flavoured  with  peppermint.  The  compound  pill  does  not 
contain  enough  rhubarb  to  produce  its  purgative  action,  the 
aloes  which  it  contains  being  the  predominant  partner ;  the 
pulvis  rhei  comp.  (Dr.  Gregory's  powder),  although  very 
popular  with  anxious  mothers,  is  at  best  a  nauseous  dose  to 
give  to  children  ;  the  tincture  and  syrup  are  more  astringent 
than  purgative  in  the  doses  usually  prescribed.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  extract  may  be  prescribed  in  pill-form  in  doses  of 
2  to  8  grains,  and  the  solution  in  doses  of  5  to  1  dr.  It  is 
worth  bearing  in  mind  that  the  chrysophanic  acid  present 
in  rhubarb  is  eliminated  in  the  mammary  secretion,  and  as 
its  taste  is  disagreeable  it  is  a  useful  agent  in  weaning. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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Goruno  Bromtoe  prints. 

IN  the  last  summer  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
1  particulars  were  given  of  the  principal  processes  used 
for  toning  bromide  prints.  The  following  further  notes  on 
the  same  subject  deal  with  new  processes  or  modifications 
of  those  already  referred  to.  It  is  believed  that  the  infor- 
mation will  be  appreciated  by  photographic  chemists,  as 
particulars  of  the  various  processes  are  not  otherwise  avail- 
able in  a  collective  form. 

Considering  that  sodium  sulphide  has  become  so  popular 
as  a  toning  agent  for  bromide  and  similar  prints,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  several  modifications  of  the  original  process 
should  have  been  introduced.  The  most  important  and  suc- 
cessful of  these  which  concern  the  preliminary  bleaching 
process  are  as  follows  : 

Bichromate  and  Haloid  Process. 

In  this  method  the  print  is  first  bleached  in  a  solution  of 
potassium  bichromate  to  which  has  been  added  a  haloid 
salt  of  an  alkali  base.  The  tone  varies  with  the  salt  used 
a  bromide  gives  the  warmest  tones,  an  iodide  less  warm,  and 
a  chloride  the  coldest  sepia.    The  formula  for  the  bleacher 

is  :  „ 

Potassium  bichromate    50  grains 

Alkaline  haloid   100  grains 

Sulphuric  acid   100  minims 

Distilled  water  to  20  oz. 

Modified  Ferricyanide  Bleacher. 
Cold  tones  iesembling  those  produced  by  the  above 
bleacher  containing  a  chloride  are  obtained  by  an  alkaline 
ferricyanide  solution  of  this  composition  : 

Potassium  ferricyanide    gr.  xxv. 

Water  to   3X- 

Dissolve  and  add  sufficient  liquid  ammonia  0.880°  to  make 
the  solution  decidedly  alkaline. 

Goiter  Bleaching. 
By  this  modification  the  print  is  bleached  in  a  solution  of 
either  copper  bromide  or  chloride.  The  resulting  tones  are 
warmer  than  those  with  either  potassium  bichromate  or 
ferricyanide,  and  are  further  modified  according  to  whether 
the  bromide  or  chloride  is  used.   The  formula  is  : 

Copper  sulphate    ••■  9v. 

Potassium   bromide   or  sodium 

chloride      9v. 

Water  to   3*- 

Prints  to  be  bleached  in  this  bath  must  be  quite  free  from 
hypo,  and  after  thorough  bleaching  are  washed  for  a  few 
minutes,  immersed  in  a  1-per-cent.  solution  of  nitric  acid 
sp.  gr.  1.420,  washed  again,  and  toned  in  the  sulphide  bath. 
This  latter  process  slightly  intensifies  the  print.  The  details 
of  the  sulphide  bath  were  given  in  the  G.  &  D.,  July  28,  1906, 
p.  158. 

Toning  with  Schlippe's  Salt. 
Sulphantimonate  of  soda,  or  Schlippe's  salt,  is  another 
agent  for  the  production  of  sepia  tones  on  bromide  paper. 
The  tones  are  yellower  than  those  obtained  by  the  other 
processes,  and  have  been  charged  with  lack  of  permanence. 
The  best  method  of  working  is  to  immerse  the  prints,  which 
must  be  quite  free  from  hypo,  in — 

  gr.  clxxx. 


A  pleasing  red-chalk  tone  is  obtained  by  substituting  for 
the  copper  bath  a  solution  made  by  adding  1  drachm  of  the 
following  stock  :  Platinum  solution  to  10  ounces  of  water 
acidified  with  3j.  of  10-per-cent.  hydrochloric  acid. 


Potass,  ferricyanide 
Potass,  bromide 
Water  to   


Oj. 


They  are  then  well  washed  in  running  water  and  immersed  in 

Schlippe's  salt   3h 

Water  to   Oj. 

When  the  prints  have  reached  a  yellowish-red  colour  they 
are  transferred  without  washing  to  a  10-per-cent.  solution 
of  ammonia  0.880°.    After  soaking  for  about  five  minutes 
the  prints  are  washed  and  placed  in  a  solution  composed  of — 
Copper     sulphate,  10-per-cent. 

solution   3i- 

Hydrochloric  acid,  10-per-cent.  ...  3j. 
Water  to   Jxx. 

Here  they  are  allowed  to  remain,  with  an  occasional 
rocking,  until  they  have  assumed  a  rich  sepia  colour,  which 
usually  takes  about  half  an  hour. 


Potassium  chloroplatinite 

Hydrochloric  acid  

Water  to   


...    gr.  xv. 
..  mij. 

...  3j. 

Whether  using  the  copper  or  platinum  toner,  it  is  necessary 
to  afterwards  well  wash  the  prints  and  soak  in  a  weak 
hypo  bath  (about  2  per  cent.),  and  to  finally  wash  for  about 
twenty  minutes. 

Mercury  and  Hypo  Toner. 
This  produces  a  tone  generally  described  as  true  sepia, 
but  the  exact  colour  varies  according  to  the  brand  of  paper 
in  use.   The  formula  for  the  bleacher  is  : 

Mercuric  chloride   31  j. 

Hydrochloric  acid   3ij. 

Water   Jvj. 

Immerse  the  prints  and  rock  the  dish  until  the  print  is 
bleached;  then  immerse  in  a  weak  solution  of  hypo. 

The  chemistry  of  this  process  is  interesting.  When  the 
bleacher  is  applied  to  the  print,  the  silver  image  reacts  with 
the  mercuric  chloride,  forming  a  double  chloride  of  mercury 
and  silver  (AgHgCl,).  If  the  hypo  solution  is  used  too 
strong  (say,  above  2  or  3  per  cent.),  this  double  chloride 
reacts  with  it,  forming  a  double  thiosulphate,  which  is  dis- 
solved in  the  excess  of  hypo.  With  a  weak  solution  this 
does  not  happen,  but  the  unstable  double  thiosulphate  splits 
up  into  the  corresponding  sulphides..  The  toned  image  gives 
no  reaction,  after  washing,  for  mercuric  thiosulphate,  so 
that  it  is  generally  understood  that  this  salt  is  eliminated, 
leaving  a  silver  sulphide  image.  If,  instead  of  using  a  solu- 
tion of  hypo  for  the  after-treatment  of  the  bleached  print, 
an  ordinary  combined  toning  and  fixing  bath  is  used,  the 
image  will  be  toned  to  a  brown-black  colour  of  artistic 
appearance.  The  final  treatment  in  either  case  consists 
simply  of  washing  and  drying. 

Modified  Hypo-alum. 
As  practised  by  many  of  the  leading  bromide  workers, 
this  bath  contains  silver  nitrate,  an  addition  which  produces 
a  richness  of  tone  unattainable  with  the  plain  hypo-alum, 
besides  accelerating  the  process.  The  best  tones  are  pro- 
duced on  prints  which  have  been  developed  with  ferrous 
oxalate,  otherwise  the  directions  are  the  same  as  given  under 
hypo-alum  (G.  &  D.,  July  28,  1906,  p.  158).  The  amended 
formula  is  : 

Sodium  hyposulphite    3i  oz. 

Powdered  alum    4  oz. 

Boiling  water   20  oz. 

Dissolve  the  hypo  in  15  oz.  of  the  water,  the  alum  in  5  oz. ; 
mix  the  solutions,  and  add  60  minims  of  a  10-per-cent.  solution 
of  silver  nitrate.  Shake  thoroughly,  heat  to  about  140°  F., 
and  allow  to  cool. 

Modified  Copper  Bath. 
A  solution  which  quickly  produces  a  fine  red-chalk  tone 
on  bromide  paper  is  made  thus  : 

1. 

Copper     sulphate,  10-per-cent. 
solution   5S8. 

Water   gx. 

Ammonium    carbonate,  10-per- 
cent.  solution,  to  redissolve  the 

precipitate    a  sufficiency 

(about  3V.) 

2. 

Potassium    ferricyanide  (10-per- 
cent.  solution)    5xij. 

Water   jix. 

For  use  mix  1  and  2. 

The  mixture  must  not  be  filtered.  Diluted  with  from  two 
to  four  times  its  own  volume  of  water  the  bath  gives  a  very 
fine  purple  tone. 

Gold  Toning. 

Gold  toning-baths  are  generally  used  to  improve  the 
colour  of  bromide  prints  when  they  are  of  a  rusty  green 
colour,  as  a  result  of  injudicious  exposure  or  development. 
The  final  tone  is  usually  a  pleasing  bluish-black,  but  depends 
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somewhat  on  the  colour  of  the  original.   Both  the  following 
formula  will  be  found  satisfactory  : 
1. 

Ammonium  suphocyanide        ...  gr.  xvij 

Water    3j-  .. 

Add  gold  chloride   gr.  ij. 

Dissolved  in  water   3j- 

2. 

Sodium  acetate    gr.  xx. 

Water  ...    3»ss- 

Add  gold  chloride   gr.  j. 

Dissolved  in  water    Jiiss. 

Platinum  Toning. 
gives  a  nice  warm  sepia  tone,  which,  however,  is  open  to 
the  charge  of  lack  of  permanence.    The  bath  is  : 

Potassium  chloroplatinite         ...    gr.  xij. 

Mercuric  chloride   gr.  vi. 

Citric  acid   gr.  liv. 

Water  ...    3vj- 

This  solution  should  be  used  shortly  after  mixing.  After 
toning,  the  prints  must  be  washed  in  several  changes  of 
water — not  running  water.  Colder  tones  are  obtained  by 
adding  to  the  above  bath  20  to  30  minims  of  a  10-per-cent. 
solution  of  potassium  bromide.  In  either  case  the  prints 
will  be  somewhat  intensified,  and  the  whites  will  be  found 
to  have  acquired  a  slight  stain,  which,  though  not  displeas- 
ing, is  not  removable  by  washing. 


Zbc  manufacture  of  Dmeoar. 

By  John  Evans,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 


THE  principal  varieties  of  vinegar  are  :  Wine  vinegar,  pre- 
pared from  low-grade  wines,  sp.  gr.  1.014  to  1.022, 
usually  contains  from  6  to  12  per  cent,  of  acetic  acid,  and 
is  distinguished  from  all  other  varieties  by  the  presence  of 
potassium  hydrogen  tartrate.  Cider  vinegar,  contains  from 
3  to  6  per  cent,  of  acetic  acid,  sp.  gr.  1.013  to  1.015,  has  a 
distinct  odour  of  apples,  and  contains  malic  acid.  Malt 
•  vinegar,  prepared  by  fermentation  of  a  wort  obtained  from 
a  mixture  of  malted  and  unmalted  grain.  Glucose  or  sugar 
vinegar,  prepared  from  saccharine  or  starchy  materials  by 
conversion  with  dilute  acid,  followed  by  fermentation  and 
acetification. 

'      Manufacturers  distinguish  the  various  strengths  of  their 
1  vinegars  by  the  number  of  grains  of  anhydrous  sodium 
carbonate  neutralised  by  one  fluid  ounce  of  the  vinegar. 
Thus  one  fluid  ounce  of  "No.  24"  vinegar  neutralises 
24  grains  of  Na2COv    The  recognised  commercial  strengths 
are  Nos.  24,  22,  20.  18.  16,  and  the  number  of  grains  of  real 
acetic  acid  in  one  fluid  ounce  of  vinegar  can  be  ascertained 
,  by  multiplying  the  number  of  the  sample  by  1.132,  whilethe 
N  number  of  the  vinegar  multiplied  by  the  factor  0.259  gives 
.  the  percentage  (w/v)  of  acetic  acid,  thus  : 
No.  16  =  18.11  grains  of  acetic  acid  per  fl.  oz.  =4.14  per  cent,  of 
acetic  acid  w/v. 
'  No.  18  =  19.37  grains  of  acetic  acid  per  fl.  oz.  =  4.66  per  cent,  of 
acetic  acid  w/v. 
No.  20  =  22.64  grains  of  acetic  acid  per  fl.  oz.  =  5.18  per  cent,  of 

acetic  acid  w/v. 
No.  22  =  24.90  grains  of  acetic  acid  per  fl.  oz.  =  5.70  per  cent,  of 

acetic  acid  w/v. 
No.  24  =  27.17  grains  of  acetic  acid  per  fl.  oz.  =  6.22  per  cent,  of 
acetic  acid  w/v. 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia,  1885,  described  vinegar  as 
"an  acid  liquid  prepared  from  a  mixture  of  malted  and 
unmalted  grain  by  the  acetous  fermentation.  A  liquid  of  a 
brown  colour  and  peculiar  odour.  Specific  gravity  1.017  to 
1.019.  It  should  contain  5.41  per  cent,  of  real  acetic  acid." 
There  is  no  legal  definition  of  vinegar,  but  the  London  and 
County  Vinegar-brewers'  Association  is  at  present  endea- 
vouring to  get  the  authorities  to  adopt  the  following  stan- 
dard as  defined  by  the  conditions  of  the  Admiralty  contract  : 

The  vinegar  of  No.  20  trade-denomination,  which  contains 
5.17  per  cent,  or  22.6  grains  by  weight  of  acetic  acid  per 
fluid  ounce.    It  shall  have  a  sp.  gr.  of  1.017  to  1.021  at 


*  Abstract  of  a  paper  read  to  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical 
and  Chemical  Society. 


15.5°  C,  and  be  wholly  the  product  of  alcoholic  acetous 
fermentation  in  the  vinegar  itself. 

Higher  and  lower  strengths  of  vinegar  should  be  based  on 
this  definition. 

In  the  manufacture  of  malt  vinegar  on  a  commercial  scale 
the  unmalted  grain  (maize  grit)  is  steamed  under  a  pressure 
of  two  or  three  atmospheres,  whereby  the  cells  of  the  grain 
are  ruptured  and  the  liberated  starch-grain  gelatinised,  thus 
being  easily  acted  on  by  the  malt-diastase.  This  process 
is  done  in  a  "converter,"  a  cylindrical  iron  vessel,  having 
an  inlet  for  steam  at  the  top  and  another  tube  at  the  bottom, 
from  which  after  gelatinisation  the  pulp  is  blown  out 
into  the  mash-tun.  There  ground  malt  and  water  are 
mixed  with  it.  Mechanical  stirrers  are  placed  just  above 
the  false  bottom  of  the  mash-tun.  The  mixture  is  infused 
for  some  time  with  constant  agitation,  and  when  the  action 
of  the  diastase  is  complete  the  clear  infusion  is  run  off 
from  under  the  false  bottom,  and  water  is  sprinkled  upon 
the  malt  from  the  revolving  sparger  (four  revolving  sprink- 
ling arms),  and  the  wort  run  off  until  the  requisite  volume 
is  obtained.  The  wort  is  run  through  a  refrigerator  to  cool 
it.  Fermentation  is  the  third  stage  in  the  process.  Yeast 
is  added  to  the  liquor,  and  fermentation  pushed  so  as  to 
produce  the  maximum  quantity  of  alcohol.  Reduction  of 
specific  gravity,  technically  known  as  "attenuation,"  indi- 
cates when  the  liquor  is  ready ;  then  it  is  run  off  and  forced 
through  the  filter-press  to  remove  all  the  yeast,  which  is  a 
valuable  by-product.  The  liquid,  or  vinegar  wash,  is  now 
ready  for  acetification,  which  is  done  in  casks  14  feet  high 
and  12  feet  in  diameter,  filled  with  bundles  of  birch-twigs 
(freed  from  sap  and  colouring-matter),  supported  on  a  false 
bottom.  Vinegar-wash  is  pumped  to  the  top  of  this  acetifier, 
where  it  is  sprinkled,  by  means  of  a  revolving  sparger,  in  fine 
streams  over  the  birch-twigs,  and  the  process  is  repeated 
until  the  liquid  shows  the  required  percentage  of  acetic 
acid.  Growth  of  "mother  of  vinegar"  is  started  on  the 
twigs  by  allowing  warm  vinegar  to  percolate  over  them. 
The  process  of  acetification  takes  about  eight  or  nine  days, 
and  the  percentage  of  acetic  acid  in  the  liquid  is  determined 
every  day.  Thus  on  the  third  day  2.19  per  cent,  of  acetic 
acid  was  shown,  the  temperature  being  40°  C.  ;  on  the  fourth 
day,  2.76  per  cent.,  temperature  43.3°  C.  ;  and  the  acidity 
increased  up  to  4.29  per  cent,  on  the  eighth  day  at  the  same 
temperature.  In  practice  the  whole  of  the  alcohol  is  not 
converted  into  acetic  acid,  as  a  small  proportion  of  alcohol 
is  found  to  give  the  vinegar  keeping-properties  and  also 
ensures  a  gradual  formation  of  acetic  ether. 

The  vinegar  is  finally  passed  through  a  clarifier,  which 
in  form  resembles  the  acetifier,  and  is  packed  with  beech 
shavings.  After  this  it  is  stored  in  wooden  vats  before 
being  sent  out.  The  author  here  described  the  chemical 
changes  involved  in  the  process  from  starch  conversion  to 
clarification  of  the  vinegar,  and  also  remarked  upon  the 
micro-organisms  involved  in  acetic  fermentation — viz., 
Bacterium  Aceti,  B.  Pasteurianvm,  and  B.  Kiitzigianum. 
He  also  dealt  with  the  analysis  of  vinegar,  which 
should  include  determination  of  specific  gravity,  total 
solids,  ash,  alkalinity  of  the  ash,  phosphoric  acid, 
proteids,  total  acidity  as  acetic  acid,  and  calculation 
of  the  original  solids.  Free  mineral  acids,  especially 
sulphuric  acid  and  poisonous  metals,  should  also  be  looked 
for.  He  gave  notes  on  the  analytical  methods,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  results  of  the  examination  of  com- 
mercial samples  : 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Sp.  gr.  _  

1.019 

1.014 

1.010 

1.022 

1.010 

1.018 

Acetic  acid  %  (w/v) 

4.70 

3.88 

5.25 

4.71 

4.84 

5.64 

Total  solids  %  ... 

3.51 

1.99 

0.56 

3.30 

0.62 

2.97 

(black) 

Ash  %  ... 

0.24 

0.05 

0.05 

0.21 

Phosphoric  acid 

(P2O5)  

0.113 

0.019 

traces 

0.116 

trace 

0.06 

Albuminoirls 

(Nx6.3) 

0.48 

0.55 

0.008 

0.54 

0.02 

0.21 

Original  solids  ... 

14.08 

10.72 

1?  37 

13.89 

11.51 

15.66 

Free 
H2SO4 
0.16  % 
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The  Presrriher :  A  Monthly  Publication  devoted  to  the 
Therapeutics  and  Pharmacy  of  the  Newer  Remedies. 
Edited  by  Thomas  Siephenson,  F.C.S.,  Ph.C. 
We  have  on  various  occasions  had  the  opportunity  of 
quoting  from  this  useful  new  publication,  which  is  now 
approaching  the  conclusion  of  its  first  volume.  Mr.  Stephen- 
son has  succeeded  in  keeping  it  free  from  direct  advertise- 
ment of  his  own  pharmacy,  and  presents  the  cream  of 
current  medical  literature,  opinion,  and  research  in  a  read- 
able manner.  Each  month  "The  Prescriber "  contains 
abstracts  relating  to  new  remedies  and  pharmaceutical  and 
therapeutical  topics,  besides  special  contributions  on  some 
current  medical  or  therapeutical  subject.  Chemists  who 
have  intimate  relations  with  medical  men  might  find  it 
advantageous  to  present  "  The  Prescriber "  to  them 
monthly,  and  we  understand  that  Mr.  Stephenson,  who 
publishes  as  well  as  edits  the  periodical,  invites  correspond- 
ence with  his  confreres. 

Industrial  Alcohol:  The  Production  and  Use  of  Alcohol  for 
Industrial  Purposes  and  for  use  as  an  llluminant  and 
as  a  Source  of  Motive-power.  By  John  Geddes 
McIntosh.  8vo.  Pp.  viii+252.  7s.  6d.  (London, 
1907  :  Scott,  Greenwood  &  Co.) 

The  title  of  this  book  is  misleading.  "  Industrial 
alcohol  "  means  in  this  country  duty-paid  or  denatured 
rectified  spirit  used  for  industrial  purposes.  That  is  a 
theme  which  promises  an  opportunity  for  much  valuable 
information,  starting,  for  example,  from  the  point  of  in- 
quiry by  the  Industrial  Alcohol  Committee  and  the  Revenue 
Act  which  realised  its  recommendations.  Instead  of  this 
the  author  gives  us  a  curious  compilation  of  the  archaic 
(Graham,  Muspratt,  Ure,  and  the  like)  and  modern  (largely 
translation  from  the  French).  The  contents  of  the  book 
■were  epitomised  in  the  C.  <£•  D.,  March  16,  p.  414,  but  we 
are  much  disappointed  by  our  perusal  of  it.  It  is  not  a 
work  which  is  likely  to  satisfy  those  who  are  specially  in- 
terested in  the  production  of  alcoholic  liquors,  and  it  will 
occasionally  mislead  those  who  do  not  know  better.  The 
following  are  a  few  imperfections  we  have  met  in  the  book  : 

No  description  of  methylated  spirits  or  of  the  conditions 
under  which  they  may  be  used. 

No  reference  to  the  use  of  duty-free  alcohol  for  industrial 
purposes. 

No  reference  to  the  exportation  of  spirituous  preparations 
under  drawback. 

No  mention  of  the  work  of  O'Sullivan  and  Morris  on  malt. 

Mercaptan  in  wines  is  traced  to  the  use  of  "  bouilliei 
bnrrlclaises  containing  sulphate  of  copper"  for  vines. 

Nitrous  ether  has  a  sp.  gr.  of  0.880  at  40°  F.  (0.947  at  60°  F., 
Liebig;  0.909,  Favre)  [p.  195]. 

Pure  chloroform  has  a  sp.  gr.  of  "about  1.50  at  15.5°  C," 
2  or  3  per  cent,  of  alcohol  is  added  "  to  lower  in  {tic)  density 
from  1.496  to  1.480."  "Its  specific  gravity  is  1.490."  Three 
drops  shaken  with  9  oz.  of  distilled  water  "  did  not  wholly  dis- 
appear "  ;  its  solubility  is  "1  in  200  of  water."  "It 
dissolves  iodine  and  bromine,  forming  a  deep-red  solution." 
(These  are  all  from  p.  197.  Chloroform  solution  of  iodine  is 
violet. — Reviewer.) 

"Chloroform  needs  a  little  spirit  to  help  in  preserving  it. 
There  is  always  a  half  per  cent,  in  it  in  England,  and  up  to 
1  per  cent,  in  Germany.  .  .  .  British  makers  have  competed 
with  Germany  .  .  .  but  the  duty  places  them  at  a  disadvan- 
tage to  the  extent  of  1  per  cent,  of  alcohol  "  {p.  200].  (Which 
is  it — a  half,  1,  2,  or  3  per  cent.  ? — Reviewer.) 

In  the  preface  the  author's  gratitude  is  expressed  "  for 
illustrations  and  explanations."  It  would  be  interesting 
to  know  how  much  of  the  book  is  made  up  of  the  latter.  So 
far  as  the  illustrations  are  concerned,  out  of  sixty-nine 
plates  relating  to  distillery  plant  and  appliances  thirty 
Tefer  to  one  French  system,  twenty-six  to  a  French  firm's 
products,  only  five  to  a  famous  Scotch  maker's  plant,  and 
the  remaining  eight  plates  suffice  for  four  other  systems. 
The  "explanations"  of  the  various  systems  occupy  rela- 
tively about  the  same  space.  One-fifth  of  the  book  is  taken 
up  with  descriptions  and  illustrations  of  foreign  methods 
of  manufacturing  alcohol  from  beetroots,  wine,  and  potatoes. 
None  of  these  materials  are  used  in  this  country  for  such  a 
purpose,  nor  are  they  likely  to  be  while  cheaper  saccharine 
substances  can  be  obtained. 


practical  IRotee  anfc>  Jformute. 


Creosotal  Emulsion. 

M.  Pila,  in  "  Union  Pharm.,"  states  that  creosotal  emul- 
sions are  best  made  with  syrup  or  tincture  of  senega.  The 
mixture  is  made  directly  in  the  bottle.  Ten  times  the  quan- 
tity of  syrup  of  senega  as  of  creosotal  is  placed  in  the  bottle, 
the  creosotal  added,  well  shaken,  and  made  up  gradually 
with  the  menstruum  to  the  desired  quantity.  Syrup  of 
senega  not  being  used  in  this  country,  we  may  add  that  the 
alternative  method  is  to  use  half  as  much  tincture  of  senega 
as  creosotal,  these  being  simply  shaken  together  and  the 
volume  made  up  with  a  syrup. 

Mosquito-powder. 

Oil  of  eucalvptus  30 

French  chalk    60 

Starch   420 

The  powder  is  placed  on  the  face  and  hands  by  means  of  a 

puff. 

Aqueous  Ointments. 

Pegueier  ("Rep.  de  Pharm.")  gives  the  following 
example  and  method  of  making  an  ointment  containing  about 
half  its  volume  of  water  : 

Lanoline   10  grams 

Vaseline   20  grams 

Distilled  water    35  grams 

Zinc  oxide    8  grams 

Resorcin    0.75  gram 

Ichthyol    5.50  grams 

The  ichthyol  is  mixed  with  the  fatty  bases,  and  the  zinc 
oxide  and  resorcin  added.  Water  is  then  incorporated, 
small  quantities  at  a  time,  until  the  ointment  ceases  to  absorb 
liquid,  when  5  grams  of  almond  oil  is  added  drop  by  drop 
and  0.2  gram  of  powdered  tragacanth.  The  rest  of  the 
water  can  now  be  incorporated,  the  mixture  being  finally 
well  beaten. 

Cod-liver  Oil  and  Iron. 

The  Dutch  Pharmacopoeia  gives  a  method  of  medicating 
cod-liver  oil  with  benzoate  of  iron,  but  according  to  Bos- 
man  the  process  there  given  yields  a  product  deficient  in 
iron.   The  following  is  offered  as  an  improved  process  : 

Dissolve  in  a  flask  12  parts  of  benzoate  of  soda  in  60  parts 
of  water,  add  a  solution  of  4.2  parts  of  sublimed  perchlonde 
of  iron  in  50  parts  of  90-per-oent.  alcohol,  adding  also 
12.5  grams  of  carbon  tetrachloride.  Close  the  flask  with 
parchment  paper,  and  warm  till  the  mixture  separates  into 
two  clear  liquids.  Let  the  flask  cool,  separate  the  super- 
natant liquid,  add  to  it  1,000  parts  of  cod-liver  oil,  and 
warm  at  100°  C.  till  a  clear  solution  is  obtained. 

Spoonfuls. 

The  directions  in  French  and  Belgian  prescriptions  often 
occasion  a  difficulty  by  reason  of  the  ambiguity  to  an 
Englishman  of  the  term  cuilleree  (spoonful).  The  new 
Belgian  Pharmacopoeia  gives  the  following  as  the  approxi- 
mate fluid  contents  of  various  spoons  : 

La  cuilleree  a  cafe  (corresponding  to  the  English  tea- 
spoonful)  holds  approximately  4  grams  of  water.  La 
cuilleree  a  dessert  (dessert-spoon)  holds  10  grams  of  water, 
and  la  cuilleree  a  soupe  ou  a  bouche  (the  English  table- 
spoonful)  15  grams  of  water.  When  the  medical  man  indi- 
cates "  spoonful  "  without  any  other  designation  the  chemist 
understands  the  tablespoonful  (cuilleree  a  soupe).  Some 
people  take  their  soup  with  a  dessert-spoon,  and  hence 
arises  another  confusion  as  to  the  meaning  of  cuilleree  a 
soupe. 

Tannin-free  Tinctures. 

The  preparation  of  tinctures  free  from  tannin  materials 
is  occupying  the  attention  of  some  Continental  pharmacists. 
Such  tinctures  differ  from  those  obtained  by  official  formulae, 
and  are  employed  in  special  cases  or  for  making  pro- 
prietary medicaments.  The  difficulty  of  removing  the 
tannin  without  taking  out  the  active  principles  is  stated  to 
have  been  overcome  by  the  use  of  hide  powder.  In  the 
case  of  tincture  of  cinchona  each  litre  is  macerated  for 
twenty-four  hours  with  24  grams  of  hide  powder.  The 
tannin  is  fixed  by  the  hide  and  is  removed  by  filtration. 
Tincture  of  digitalis  needs  20  grams  of  hide  powder  to  fix 
the  tannin  in  each  litre. 
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Business  HMnts. 

An  occasional  symposium  by  "  C.  &  D."  subscribers  upon  methods 
which  they  have  found  successful  in  improving  retail  returns. 


Some  Thoughts  for  Assistants. 

Start  the  morning  with  a  deter- 
mination to  forward  the  interests  of  your  employer  in  every 
respect.  Put  another  link  into  the  chain  which  binds  your 
customers  to  the  shop.  With  a  smile  and  a  pleasant  remark 
send  each  customer  away  with  a  determination  to  "call 
again  soon,  they  are  so  pleas int  at  that  shop." 

Don't  work  behind  the  dispensing-screen,  but  show  your- 
self and  suggest  the  same  to  your  fellow-assistant.  If  you 
have  nothing  to  do,  get  a  duster  and  work  that !  It  is  better 
to  wear  out  than  rust  out.  Wear  clean  collars,  neat  ties, 
shapely  boots,  and  sensible  clothes.  Keep  your  nails 
trimmed,  and  your  hands  as  clean  as  possible.  A  whole- 
some assistant  suggests  clean  wholesome  dispensing  and 
stock.  Never  laugh  or  play  in  sight  of  customers,  they 
do  not  like  it,  and  it  is  bad  business.  Never  make  up  a 
prescription  without  reading  it  before  and  after  dispensing. 
Have  poisons  always  checked  by  a  second  person.  Never 
leave  the  dispensing  of  a  prescription  half  done.  Your  evil 
genius  always  waits  for  a  chance  like  this.  Do  not  send 
out  a  prescription  package  soiled  in  any  way  :  even  a  thumb- 
mark  will  set  a  patient  thinking  unpleasantly. 


Why  the  Cutter  Cuts. 

The  facts  to  bear  in  mind  when  deciding 
what  average  per  cent,  of  profit  to  put  upon  goods  are 
briefly  these.  The  trades  with  the  smallest  turnover  have 
generally  the  smallest  expenses  and  the  greatest  profit.  The 
barber  gets  a  better  living  out  of  a  return  of  51.  a  week 
than  does  a  grocer  next  door  to  him  out  of  a  turnover  of  30?. 
in  the  same  time.  The  less  the  demand,  the  greater  must  be 
the  profit.  It  is  hopeless  to  expect  success  in  conducting  a 
shop  in  a  busy  street  with  stores  all  round  and  yet  ignore 
the  policy  of  the  stores.  The  public,  ever  on  the  look-out 
for  the  biggest  pennyworth,  are  quick  to  discover  the  shop 
that  is  selling  any  particular  line  below  the  usual  market 
price,  and  they  will  largely  patronise  that  shop  for  those 
goods,  but  it  by  no  means  follows  that  they  will  transfer  the 
rest  of  their  trade  from  where  they  have  been  accustomed  to 
take  it.  What,  therefore,  is  the  aim  and  object  of  the 
cutter  ?  _  Does  he  sell  many  of  the  extensively  advertised 
articles  in  daily  demand  for  the  barest  margin  of  profit  with 
the  idea  of  appearing  cheap,  as  a  sort  of  bait  to  the  public 
in  the  hopes  that  they  will  come  to  his  shop  for  all  their 
further  requirements  ?  Why,  certainly.  Hence  arises  the 
question,  To  what  extent  is  it  needful  to  increase  the  busi- 
ness done,  not  only  to  compensate  for  the  loss  in  cutting,  but 
to  bring  the  net  profit  greater  than  that  from  the  smaller 
return  at  the  old  prices  ?  Let  us  state  a  case.  Suppose  a  6-oz. 


mixture  costs  Ad.  in  materials.    The  price  has  been  reduced, 

say,  from  Is.  3c?.  to  10c?.    This  represents  a  decrease  of  13.33 

per  cent,  on  the  return,  as  shown  by  a  comparison  of  the 

following  proportions  : 

Returns        Profit  % 

n    ...      f    1«.  Id.     :     lid.  100  73.33 

tost  na.     j       V(J      .       6(/      ..     1Q0     .     6Q  0Q 

Loss  of  profit  13.33 
When  we  realise  that  every  Id.  in  the  Is.  taken  off  the 
selling-price  means  a  difference  of  more  than  8  per  cent  in 
the  profits,  that  every  Id.  in  the  Is.  added  to  the  cost  of 
running  the  business  still  further  reduces  the  profits  a 
like  amount,  we  shall  soon  realise  that  the  business  must  be 
very  considerably  extended  to  keep  the  resulting  net  profit 
even  as  high  as  formerly,  to  say  nothing  of  making  an 
increase.  In  the  case  we  are  considering,  we  suppose  the 
man  to  have  doubled  his  returns,  and  supposing  this  to  be 
entirely  on  account  of  reduction  in  prices,  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  such  an  increase  could  only  be  due  to  a  very  consider- 
able reduction  all  round.  A  small  personally  conducted  dis- 
pensing business  turning  over,  say,  500?.  a  year,  yielding 
2001.  gross  profits,  is  actually  worth  more  to  its  owner  than 
an  increased  return  of  1,000?.  on  store  lines,  at,  say,  25  per 
cent.,  would  be,  for  though  the  gross  profits  of  the  latter 
would  be  somewhat  larger,  the  cutter  would  not  only  have 
to  do  twice  as  much  work  to  produce  it,  but  expenses  will  be 
more  all  round,  wages  will  be  higher,  risk  of  making  bad 
stock  will  be  greater,  and  the  net  profit  will  certainly  be  less 
than  that  enjoyed  by  the  man  who  does  a  smaller  business  at 
better  prices.  Why,  then,  does  the  modern  chemist  feel  the 
competition  with  stores  so  keenly  ?  The  most  important  ele- 
ment is  that  the  preponderating  majority  of  the  public  in 
England  have  no  prescriptions  to  dispense  ;  their  doctors 
do  that,  and  the  chemists  have  no  chance.  Knowing  this, 
the  stores  push  sales  as  much  as  possible,  and  this  is  the 
second  element.  They  attract  custom  by  cut  prices  on 
advertised  articles,  and  take  as  large  a  profit  as  possible  on 
other  goods.  The  writer  of  this  note  was  once  told  by  a 
managing  director  of  a  big  company  that  he  gets  better 
pi  ices  for  bath-sponges  than  Bond  Street  shops,  and  he 
aimed  to  get  Bond  Street  profits  on  his  own  specialities. 


Coming  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading:  should  be  received  by 
the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  May  27. 

Plymouth,  Dcvonport,  Stonchouse,  and  District  Chemists? 
Association,  7  Whimple  Street,  Plymouth.  Quarterly 
meeting. 

Tuesday,  May  28. 
Drug-trade  Appeal  Fund,  St.  Bride  Institute,  Ludgate  Circus, 
London,  E.C.,  at  4.30  p.m.    Annual  meeting. 

Wednesday,  May  29. 
Dover  Chemists''  Association  and  Folkestone  Chemists''  Asso- 
ciation.   Dinner  at  Dover,  at  which  Mr.  Walter  Hills, 
Treasurer  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  is  expected  to  bo 
present. 

London  Chemists'  Association,  St.  Bride  Institute,  Ludgate- 
Circus,  E.C.,  at  3.30  p.m.    Annual  meeting. 

Public  Dispensers'  Association,  St.  Bride  Institute,  Ludgate 
Circus,  London,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  Hermann  C.  T. 
Gardner,  F.C.S.,  on  "  Antiseptics  and  Disinfectants." 

Thursday,  May  30. 

Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association,  Constitutional  Club,  at 
8.45  p.m.    Last  meeting  of  the  session. 

Friday,  May  31. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, London,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  A.  H.  Savage  Landor 
on  "A  Recent  Journey  across  Africa." 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants' ,  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion. Botanical  excursion  conducted  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie. 
The  party  will  travel  by  the  8.10  p.m.  train  from  Waverley 
Station  to  Inveresk. 


Spectacle:makers'  Company. — A  reunion  of  diploma-holders- 
and  exhibition  of  optical  goods  will  be  held  on  June  4  at  the- 
Finsbury  Town  Hall,  Clerkenwell,  London,  E.C.  The  ex- 
hibition will  remain  open  till  June  7. 


DO  YOU  KNOW 

That  you  can  buy  a 

CAMERA 
From  us  (that  will  really  take  pictures) 
Completely  Fitted 
For  6c?.,  la.,  2s.,  3s.,  5s.  6c7.,  4s.  6c?.,  6s.  6c?.,  8s.  6c?.,  13*.  6c?., 
21s.,  25s.,  or  32s. 
YOU  Buy  the  Camera.    WE  show  you  how  to  use  it. 
We  shall  give  prizes  later  on  for  the 
best  pictures  taken  with  any  of  these 
Cameras. 
It  is  a  Delightful  Hobby 
And  a  Useful  One, 
It  pleaseB  you  and  your  friends  at  the  same  time. 


BUY  EARLY. 
And  get  into  the  know  of  the  thing  before  the 
holidays  begin.  What  could  be  nicer  than  taking  snap- 
shots of  Scenery  in  Town  and  Country,  crowds,  trams, 
and  all  kinds  of  Pictures  and  then  fix  them  in  an  Album 
(from  lc?.  each),  and  you  have  a  picture-book  made  by 
yourself. 

See  Windows.  See  Windows. 
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Iforeton  Grace  Statistics, 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  and  exports  of  drugs, 
chemicals,  etc.,  to  and  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
months  of  April  1905,  1906,  and  1907,  as  given  in  the  Board  of 
Trade  Returns : 

Imports. 


Bleaching-materials 

Boron  compounds       ...  ,, 

Brimstone    „ 

Coal  products,  not  dyes...  ,, 

Cream  of  tartar   „ 

Glycerin                     ...  ,, 

Muriate  of  ammonia    ...  ,, 

Saltpetre   ,, 

Soda  compounds   ,, 

Sulphuric  acid    ,, 

Tartaric  acid    ,, 

Unenumerated  chemicals  £ 

Cinchona   cwt. 

Quinine  and  other  salts  oz. 
Unenumerated  drugs  and 

medicines    £ 

Alizarine  and  alizarine 

dyes    cwt. 

Aniline    ,, 

Synthetic  indigo   ,, 

Other  coal-tar  dyes      ...  ,, 

Indigo    ,, 

Quicksilver    lb. 

Gum  arabic    cwt. 

Shellac,  etc   ,, 

Turpentine    ,, 

Soaps,  household        ...  „ 

Toilet-soap    ,, 


13,541 
20,843 
21,457 
11,632 
3,654 
8,911 
489 
15,017 
32,074 
4,367 
3,144 
169,965 
4,365 
95,384 

100,140 

3,400 
12,893 
2,425 

1,563 
757,500 

1,859 

8,317 
33,710 
27,677 

1,602 


Exports. 


Bleaching-materials      ...  cwt. 
Coal  products,  not  dyes — 
Aniline  and  coal-tar  oils  „ 

Carbolic  acid    ,, 

Naphthaline  and  anthra- 
cene   ,, 

Other  sorts    „ 

Copper  sulphate  tons 

Cream  of  tartar  cwt. 

Dye-stuffs — 
Products  of  coal-tar  ...  ,, 

Other  sorts    „ 

Glycerin    ,, 

Chemical  manures  ...  tons 
Quinine  and  other  salts...  oz. 
Unenumerated  drugs  and 

chemicals    £ 

Ammon.  mur  cwt. 

Painters'  colours   ,, 

Soda,  ash   ,, 

Bicarb  ,, 

Caustic   ,, 

Crystals  ,, 

Sulphate   ,, 

Other  sorts    ,, 

Sulphuric  acid    ,, 

Tartaric  acid    ,, 

Unenumerated  chemicals  £ 

Soap,  household  cwt. 

Toilet-soap    ,, 


75,452 

42,958 
12, 122 

9,566 
946,924 
12,614 
53 

5,056 
14,699 
12,684 
40,147 
43,207 

105,753 
6,016 
150,558 
92,256 
31,240 
110,313 
20,497 
55,188 
25,147 
4,804 
142 
180,754 
112,636 
2,834 


Re-Exports. 


Gum  arabic   cwt. 

Shellac  and  other  lacs  ...  ., 

Quicksilver    lb. 

Coal  products,  not  dyes  cwt. 

Cream  of  tartar  

Glycerin  

Muriate  of  ammonia 

Saltpetre  

Tartaric  acid   

Unenumerated  chemicals  £ 

Cinchona  cwt. 

Quinine  and  salts        ...  oz. 

Soap,  household  cwt. 

Toilet-soap    ,, 


2,021 
9,441 
153,159 
1 

410 
4,897 
220 
2,334 
267 
23,794 
1,068 
300 
769 
146 


22  752 

in  17c 

17  802 

or  A(\r\ 

24  034 

■7.0  1  C(*l 

8  180 

7  214 

5  237 

£,001 

'579 

256 

14,441 

18,010 

26,992 

35,326 

8,000 

8,500 

3,597 

3,284 

179,920 

246,009 

1,910 

2,167 

206,404 

84,932 

90,219 

85,398 

3,858 

5,312 

14,198 

16,820 

1,510 

3,284 

2 

2,382 

3,704 

382,500 

421,949 

4,107 

3,386 

9,846 

13,449 

12,430 

14,562 

23,793 

26,325 

1,959 

1,555 

73,698 

90,231 

118,022 

138,593 

8,563 

9,634 

10,165 

7,629 

985,406 

1,336,928 

8,615 

9,856 

44 

112 

3,022 

2,865 

15,175 

15,516 

14,388 

25,574 

37,560 

47,871 

90,740 

81,505 

118,643 

153,580 

8,057 

17,064 

146,716 

176,415 

148,834 

210,749 

28,624 

42,271 

117,753 

124,213 

20,287 

16,781 

86,176 

86,659 

27,836 

40,652 

4,366 

4,561 

45 

153 

194,867 

239,095 

82,141 

110,173 

3,496 

3,698 

2,230 
4,029 
108,672 
2,810 
750 
161  I 

85  i 
120 
15,333  I 
227  ! 
3,162  I 
938 


958 
8,094 
142,769 
166 
439 
203 

2,818 
132 
23,967 
454 
2,414 
551 
48 


Consular  Counsel* 

Moscow. 

The  Austro-Hungarian  Consul  in  Moscow  reports  that  the 
appearance  of  denatured  alcohol  in  the  Russian  chemical- 
trade  has  revolutionised  business  in  that  connection,  and 
caused  an  important  advance  in  the  price  of  acetic  acid  and 
of  other  products  in  whose  manufacture  it  enters.  Formerly 
wood-alcohol  was  used  in  making  varnishes,  etc.,  as  well  as 
for  illuminating,  but  now  that  denatured  alcohol  is  princi- 
pally used,  the  production  of  wood-spirit,  and  with  it  the 
production  of  acetic  acid,  has  fallen  off.  Prices  of  vinegar, 
acetate  of  soda,  and  lead  acetate  have  advanced  about  70  per 
cent.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  these  conditions  wall 
prove  only  temporary. 

Tientsin. 

Writing  in  regard  to  perfumery  in  China,  the  Austrian 
Consul  at  Tientsin  states  that  only  a  small  business  i3 
done  in  these  goods,  although  the  trade  is  an  improving 
one.  In  1902  perfumes  to  the  value  of  some  18,000  taels 
were  imported,  in  1903  15,248  taels,  in  1904  ^..798  taels, 
and  in  1905  the  amount  rose  to  31,772  taels.  The  better 
qualities  come  from  France  and  Austria,  but  the  import  is 
very  limited.  The  cheaper  qualities,  which  are  largely  in 
demand  among  the  Chinese,  are  obtained  almost  exclusively 
from  Japan,  but  the  quality  is  extremely  poor.  The  goods 
are  usually  packed  in  boxes  of  three,  and  the  price  per 
dozen  is  between  2.50  and  8  taels.  The  ordinary  bar-soap, 
for  which  there  seems  to  be  an  increasing  demand,  is 
obtained  from  England  and  partly  from  Japan,  whilo 
France  and  Austria  supply  the  finer  quanues.  In  1905 
16,159  piculs  was  imported,  being  an  increase  of  over 
4,0C0  piculs  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

The  Balearic  Islands. 

The  French  Consul  at  Palma  in  a  recent  report  states 
that  dyes  are  imported  into  Majorca  for  printing  tissues 
and  marking  woollen  covers ;  they  are  imported  chiefly  from 
Germany.  There  are  in  the  island  several  kinds  of  trees 
whose  bark  would  be  useful  for  the  manufacture  of  dye- 
products;  there  is,  however,  no  factory  in  the  island,  and 
the  barks  are  chiefly  sent  to  Barcelona.  Colours  and 
varnishes  for  painting  are  imported  chiefly  from  France, 
and  a  Paris  house  supplies  nearly  all  the  gum  and  gelatin 
used  in  the  island.  The  Palma  merchants  purchase  nearly 
all  their  drugs  and  chemical-products  in  France.  The  photo- 
graphic materials  on  the  market  are  nearly  all  of  French 
make.  French  perfumery  finds  a  good  market  in  Majorca, 
in  spite  of  the  high  duties  leviable,  particularly  on  per- 
fumery with  an  alcoholic  base.  French  makes  of  dentifrice, 
toilet-soaps,  eau  de  Cologne,  and  toilet-powders  of  various 
kinds  are  to  be  found  in  all  the  stores. 

Smyrna. 

The  number  of  pharmacies  and  drug-stores  in  Smyrna 
shows  a  steady  increase  of  recent  years,  there  being  over 
seventy,  excluding  those  in  the  suburbs  and  neighbouring 
villages.  The  value  of  the  annual  imports  of  chemicals, 
drugs,  and  specialities  is  estimated  at  120,000/.,  and 
among  the  chief  items  imported  the  following  are  of  in- 
terest. Quinine  comes  mostly  from  France,  the  annual 
amount  varying  from  4,000  to  5,000  kilos.  A  German  firm 
has  recently  secured  some  large  orders  for  this  product. 
Germany  sends  practically  all  the  cotton-wool  and  gauze,  at 
very  low  prices,  the  annual  imports  averaging  about  9,000 
kilos.,  representing  a  value  of  9,000f.  (about  360/.).  The 
annual  imports  of  cod-liver  oil  are  estimated  at  about 
30,000  kilos.,  mostly  from  Hamburg.  About  50,000  kilos, 
of  castor  oil  is  imported  yearly  from  France,  at  prices  from 
50f.  to  70f.  per  100  kilos.  Glycerin  was  largely  imported 
in  the  days  when  wines  from  Asia  Minor  found  a  sale  on 
the  Italian  market;  but  imports  have  shown  a  diminution, 
and  now  amount  to  only  10,000  kilos,  per  annum,  mainly 
from  Germany,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  France.  Borax 
and  boric  acid  are  imported  to  the  annual  value  of  about 
25,000f.,  almost  exclusively  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
France. 


The  imports  of  chemicals,  etc.,  into  Buenos  Avres  during 
1906  amounted  to  1,516,571/.,  against  1.255,157/.  in  1905. 
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Grafce  IReport 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  May  23. 

QUIET  conditions  have  prevailed  in  the  drug  and  chemical 
markets,  and  the  fact  that  very  few  produce  auctions 
have  been  held  this  week  has  greatly  restricted  business  in 
Mincing  Lane.  Few  changes  have  in  consequence  tran- 
spired. In  crude  drugs,  aloes  is  firmer,  especially  Cape, 
which  is  held  for  3s.  advance.  Buchu  remains  firm. 
Chinese  crude  camphor  is  easier  inclined,  buyers  holding  off  ; 
refined,  however,  remains  firm,  and  as  refiners  have  sold 
practically  all  their  output  up  to  July,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
reduce  prices  yet  awhile.  Quillaia  has  again  sold  at  higher 
rates.  Cascara  sagrada  is  steady.  Guarana  and  mastich 
are  scarce,  the  former  extremely  so.  Cod-liver  oil  is  dull 
with  an  easy  undertone  as  the  result  of  fair  fishing  at  Fin- 
marken.  Menthol  is  easier.  Among  chemicals  the  chief 
alteration  is  the  advance  of  21.  per  ton  in  glycerin,  which 
was  practically  agreed  upon  last  week.  Copper  sulphate  on 
the  spot  and  ammonia  sulphate  are  firmer,  and  among  fixed 
oils,  palm  and  rape  sell  at  an  advance.  The  changes  of 
the  week  are  as  follows  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Aloes  (Cape) 
Glycerin 
Palm  oil 
Quillaia 

Ammonia  sulphate 
Copper  sulphate 

(spot) 

Rape  oil 

Senega 

Camphor 

(China,  er.) 
Coconut  oil 

(Ceylon) 

Menthol 
Wahoo-bark 

Cablegrams. 

Bergen,  May  22  : — The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole  of 
Norway  since  the  opening  of  the  season  now  amounts  to 
42,106,000,  against  39,217,000  at  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.  The  output  of  steam-refined  oil  is  35,487  barrels, 
against  31,384  barrels  at  the  same  time  of  1906.  The 
weather  in  the  Finmarken  fishing  district  is  now  calm,  and 
the  fishing  is  improving.  Market  is  quiet  at  62s.  per  barrel, 
f.o.b.  Bergen,  for  finest  non-freezing  Lofoten  oil. 

New  York,  May  23  : — Business  in  drugs  is  quiet. 
Opium  is  10c-  easier  at  $3.90  per  lb.  for  druggists'  in 
single  cases.  Ipecacuanha  is  lower  at  $1.70  per  lb.  for 
Rio  and  $1.50  for  Cartagena.  Peppermint  oil  is  weak  at 
$1.75.  Balsam  copaiba  has  declined  15c.  to  70c.  for  pure 
South  American.  Senega  is  firmer  at  50c.  per  lb.,  and 
Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  weak  at  8c.  per  lb. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  May  22. 

Arsenic  continues  firm  at  late  rates. 

Beeswax. — The  sales  include  15  sacks  Chilian  at  77.  8s.  9c?. 
to  81.  Is.  3(7.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality,  also  six  cases  West 
Indian  at  61.  5s. 

Castor  Oil. — Good  seconds  Calcutta  meets  with  rather  more 
demand  at  3^(7.  to  3§(7.  per  lb.,  and  for  shipment  sellers  are 
firm  at  Zfd.  Owing  to  the  strike  at  Marseilles,  French  first- 
pressing  is  held  for  3|(7.  to  33(7.,  and  for  shipment  there  are  no 
Bellers  at  the  moment. 

Coconut  Oil. — Owing  to  the  strike  at  the  mills  in  Marseilles, 
French  Cochin  is  again  dearer  at  45s.  to  46s.  per  cwt.  net. 

Copper  Sulphate  remains  firm  at  33/.  10s.  to  337.  15s.  per 
ton. 

Ginger. — Owing  to  rather  increased  demand  sellers  of 
African  are  firm  in  their  ideas. 


Gum  Arabic— Further  sales  reported  on  private  terms  on 
the  spot,  and  for  shipment  higher  prices  are  wanted. 

Quillaia  is  again  dearer,  the  limited  stocks  being  held  for 
247.  to  257.  per  ton,  and  for  shipment  there  are  practically  no 
sellers.    The  inside  price  has  been  paid. 

Turpentine  remains  unchanged  at  51s.  6(7.  to  52s.  per  cwt. 

Japanese  Drug-market. 

Yokohama,  April. 
The  drug-trade  in  Japan  shows  a  quiet  tone  during  April. 
In  export  articles  iodides  are  tending  higher  owing  to  the 
brisk  demand,  and  holders  are  fully  engaged  for  contract  up 
to  May  and  June.  It  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  spot  supplies. 
Potassium  iodide  is  quoted  at  3.60  yen  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  while 
for  May-June  delivery  3.50  yen  is  asked.  The  export  of  crude 
iodine  since  January  1  to  the  end  of  February  waB  only 
3,800  lb.,  while  the  potassium  iodide  exported  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  amounted  to  1,400  lb.  Iodoform  is  steady  at 
5.90  yen  to  6.00  yen  per  lb.,  without  important  business. 
Camphor  refined  is  very  high  at  2.40  yen  per  lb.  for  1-oz. 
tablets,  with  little  available  for  prompt.  Aniseed  is  firmly 
held  at  8.00  yen  per  picul,  without  sellers.  Ginger  is  weaker, 
on  account  of  slackness  of  demand,  being  quoted  at  14.50  yon 
per  picul.  Menthol  is  rather  dull  at  5.40  yen  per  catty  for 
round  lots ;  white-peppermint  oil  is  quoted  at  3.80  yen  per  lb. 
The  exports  during  February  were  3,733  catties  of  menthol 
and  483  catties  of  peppermint. 

Continental  Markets. 

Arsenic. — The  continuous  and  heavy  demand  has  assumed 
such  proportions  that  manufacturers  are  sold  out  of  white 
arsenic  as  far  as  September-October.  For  immediate  need.n 
there  are  only  scanty  second-hand  supplies,  and  under  these 
conditions  the  price  is  naturally  very  high,  but  it  is  willingly 
paid. 

Balsam  Peru. — There  is  practically  no  stock  in  the  German 
markets,  and  scarcely  any  offers  from  San  Salvador;  under 
these,  conditions  the  quotation  of  18.50m.  to  19m.  per  kilo,  is 
justifiable.  Small  quantities  are  to  be  found  here  and  there 
in  second-hands,  and  these  are  now  being  realised. 

Camphor. — There  has  been  a  more  abundant  supply  in  the 
market  of  late :  prompt  goods  are  always  to  be  had  from 
second-hand,  although  a  short  time  ago  large  quantities  could 
only  be  bought  for  distant  delivery.  Offers  of  1,030m.  per 
100  kilos,  are  not  unusual.  To  all  appearances  the  consump- 
tion has  not  assumed  the  expected  proportions. 

Cevadilla-seed. — Supplies  seem  to  be  exhausted  in  Ham- 
burg, and  for  the  present  nothing  more  appears  to  be  avail- 
able from  producing-centres.  The  supplies  which  are  already 
on  hand  are  being  held  back,  and  offer  only  at  high  prices — 
viz.,  68m.  to  70m.  per  100  kilos. 

Iodine-preparations. — Crude  iodine  remains  unchanged. 
Parcels  of  Japanese  iodine  appear  now  and  then  in  the  market, 
but,  owing  to  its  poor  quality,  the  syndicate  prices  are  not 
affected.  It  is,  however,  a  different  matter  with  regard  to 
preparations  of  iodine,  as  "outside"  manufacturers  offer  at 
below  the  official  convention  prices. 

Ergot. — It  is  thought  in  Hamburg  that  the  present  Icvf 
prices,  which  only  benefit  the  buyer,  will  shortly  undergo  a 
change  for  the  better.  Spot  goods  are  quoted  2.15m.  foi 
prompt  delivery  and  2.05m.  per  kilo,  for  shipment  from 
Russia.  Spanish  in  Hamburg  is  quoted  2.65m.  and  for  ship- 
ment 2.60m.  In  Berlin,  on  the  other  hand,  an  abundance  of 
offers  is  reported  from  Russia,  and  the  tone  is  decidedly 
"  bearish,"  as  it  is  said  first-hand  goods  can  be  obtained  at 
below  200m.  per  100  kilos. 

Orange-flowers. — In  two  or  three  weeks  the  new  French 
crop  will  be  obtainable ;  the  trees  have  not  suffered  during 
the  severe  winter,  and  an  abundant  crop  is  anticipated.  The 
fact  that  the  producers'  union  is  endeavouring  to  keep  up 
prices  must,  however,  be  taken  into  account ;  about  8f.  per 
kilo,  is  spoken  of  as  the  price. 

Potash  Carbonate. — The  limited  yearly  production  at 
Kazan  has  already  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  dealers  in 
Moscow  and  St.  Petersburg.  As  the  value  is  higher  this 
year,  it  will  only  be  possible  to  procure  goods  at  a  price  of 
40m.  per  100  kilos.,  c.i.f.  Stettin. 


Acetanilide  is  offered  at  from  ll^d.  to  Is.  per  lb.  as  to 
quantity. 

Acid,  Acetyl-salicylic,  is  quoted  at  from  2s.  2(7.  to  2s.  ad. 
per  lb. 

Acid,  Oxalic,  remains  very  firm  at  from  4^(7.  to  4g(7. 
per  lb.  net. 

Aloes. — There  is  a  good  general  inquiry  for  aloes,  and 
Cape,  which  is  scarce,  is  being  held  for  48s.  for  hard  bright 
firsts,  an  advance  of  3s.  on  the  last  price  paid.  Curacao  is 
offered  at  from  40s.  to  45s.  for  capey,  and  at  from  50s.  to  60s. 
for  livery.    A  fair  quantity  of  Curagao  has  arrived.  Busi- 
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ness  has  been  done  in  Zanzibar  in  skins  at  up  to  75s.,  and 
Socotrine  in  kegs  is  worth  90s.  to  95s.,  the  latter  price  being 
for  good  hard  hepatic.  The  strike  of  longshoremen  at  New 
York  has  interfered  with  the  shipment  of  aloes  and  other 
goods. 

Antimony. — For  Japanese  crude  in  druggists'  quantities 
521.  10s.  is  asked  on  the  spot. 

Arsenic. — Market  is  strong  for  both  English  and 
foreign,  and  although  prices  are  at  a  high  level  it  is  not 
anticipated  there  will  be  any  break  for  some  time  to  come. 
White  powdered  is  quoted  36/.  to  37/.  c.i.f. 

Asafetida. — A  fair  quantity  of  recent  arrivals  will  be 
offered  at  auction  on  June  6. 

Benzoin  is  in  fair  demand,  the  principal  inquiry  being  for 
Sumatra  gum  at  between  61.  10s.  and  11.  10s.  per  cwt.  For 
good  almondy  seconds  9/.  5s.  is  asked,  which  buyers  hesi- 
tate to  pay.  Palembang  is  moving  off  steadily  at  between 
38s.  and  42s.  6c/.,  and  small  sales  of  the  finest  are  reported 
up  to  67s.  6c/.  About  150  cases  (mostly  Sumatra)  have 
recently  arrived  at  the  drug  warehouse,  and  a  parcel  of 
•Siam  is  close  at  hand.  This  latter  is  much  wanted. 

Camphor. — Business  has  been  done  in  Japanese  refined 
1-oz.  tablets  at  4s.  Id.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms.  Chinese  crude 
on  the  spot  continues  quiet  with  sellers  at  290s.  to  300s.,  but 
at  the  close  there  is  more  inquiry,  and  up  to  310s.  is  said  to 
have  been  paid  on  the  spot  to-day. 

The  exports  from  Japan  during  tho  two  months  ending 
February  were  as  follows  : 

1905  1906  1907 

Kin     ...    567,677  470,858  249,831 

Yen     ...   599,000  533,000  445,000 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  firmly  held  with  business  at  38s.  6d. 
to  39s.  spot,  but  some  ask  40s.  for  last  year's  crop.  For 
steamer  or  sailer  shipment  (seller's  option)  40s.,  c.i.f.,  is 
quoted. 

Chamomiles  are  selling  slowly  at  from  118s.  to  125s. 
per  cwt.  ex-wharf.  There  is  not  much  on  offer,  and  there  is 
no  pressure  to  sell. 

Chillies. — Sales  of  Sierra  Leone  have  been  made  in 
Liverpool  at  28s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  store. 

-  Cinchona. — The  exports  from  Java  during  the  first  half  of 
May  amounted  to  654,000  Amst.  lb.,  against  800,000 
Amst.  lb.  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1906. 

Cloves. — Small  sales  have  been  made  at  from  8^d.  to 
8^d.  for  dull  to  fair  Zanzibar  on  the  spot,  and  for  delivery 
the  market  is  lower,  with  sales  of  700  bales  June- August  at 
8c/.,  and  August-October  7|rf.  ;  for  arrival  6Jc/.  is  quoted 
for  September-November  shipment,  and  other  positions  in 
proportion. 

Copper  Sulphate. — On  the  spot  holders  have  advanced 
their  price  5s.  to  33Z.  per  ton  for  ordinary  makes,  and  in 
Liverpool  33/.  7s.  6d.  is  quoted  from  makers  and  32/.  15s. 
from  second-hands. 

Gamboge  is  firm,  with  only  a  few  cases  of  Pile  I.  offering 
from  first-hands ;  they  are  held  at  17/.  per  cwt.  A  parcel 
of  about  20  cases  is  close  at  hand. 

Ginger. — No  auctions  have  been  held  this  week. 
Privately  Cochin  washed  has  changed  hands  at  34s.  to  36s. 
spot  as  to  quality,  and  in  Liverpool  sales  of  washed  rough 
Cochin  have  been  made  at  42s.  store. 

Glycerin.— An  official  advance  of  21.  per  ton  was 
announced  this  week,  as  had  been  anticipated,  the  quota- 
tion from  makers  being  now  57s.  per  cwt.  for  double- 
distilled  s.g.  1.260  quality  in  tins  and  cases  in  ton 
quantities. 

Guarana  remains  very  scarce  on  the  spot,  the  value  being 
about  10s.  per  lb. 

Horehound. — The  new  crop  of  leaves  is  offered  at  14s. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Ipecacuanha  continues  slow  of  sale  at  the  prices  quoted 
last  week.  The  arrivals  at  the  Crutched  Friars  warehouse 
since  the  auctions  amount  to  20  bales  of  Rio,  20  of  Cartagena, 
and  5  of  Minas. 

Liquorice-root. — Good  cut  is  very  scarce  at  from  40s.  to 
45s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Lithopone  is  in  active  demand,  and  prices  show  a  rising 
tendency  at  14/.  5s.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Continent.  Buyers 
would  do  well  to  cover  their  requirements. 


Mastich. — The  stock  in  London  is  extremely  small,  the 
value  of  good  pale  tear  being  Is.  9c/.  per  lb. 

Menthol  continues  extremely  slow  of  sale,  with  sellers  of 
Kobayashi  at  8s.  per  lb.  spot. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
May  18  that  the  weather  in  the  Finmarken  district  has  been 
stormy  throughout  the  week,  and  the  fishing  has  been  greatly 
hindered.  Consequently  the  increase  in  the  catch  of  cod  will 
only  be  slight.  The  oil-market  is  unaltered,  with  buyers 
holding  off  at  our  last  quotation  of  62s.  per  barrel  f.o.b. 
Bergen  for  finest  non-freezing  Lofoten  oil.  In  London 
business  is  of  a  retail  character,  but  sellers  adhere  to  their 
previous  quotations,  67s.  6d.  to  70s.  c.i.f.  being  nominal 
quotations. 

Oil,  Lemon. — Fair  quantities  changed  hands  on  the  spot 
previous  to  the  holidays  at  from  6s.  to  6s.  3cZ.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Peppermint,  has  been  in  more  inquiry  during  the 
past  day  or  two,  and  fair  sales  of  American  H.G.H.  have 
been  made  at  lis.  spot,  and  for  Wayne  County  7s.  6d.  has 
also  been  paid.  Japanese  dementholised  is  quiet  at  5s.  2d. 
to  5s.  3c/.  spot. 

Oil,  Rosemary. — The  new  crop  of  French  is  now  in 
process  of  distillation,  and  has  proved  excellent  both  as 
regards  quantity  and  quality.  Prices  are  in  consequence 
cheap,  genuine  offering  at  2s.  per  lb. 

Oils,  Fixed.— Linseed  is  about  steady  on  the  week,  closing 
at  25s.  3d.  per  cwt.  in  pipes  and  at  25s.  6d.  in  barrels  on 
spot.  Ceylon  Coconut  is  a  shade  easier  at  40s.  6c/.,  but 
French  Cochin  is  unchanged  at  46s.  Rape  oil  is  firmer  at 
32s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  brown  in  barrels,  and  33s.  6d. 
for  British  refined  in  casks.  Cottonseed  has  fluctuated, 
closing  at  30s.  l^d.  per  cwt.  for  crude  on  spot,  and  at  31s.  6d. 
to  33s.  for  refined.  Palm  oil  has  advanced  Is.  to  33s.  for 
Lagos.  Petroleum  is  unaltered  at  6gc/.  to  6§eZ.  for  Russian 
or  Roumanian,  6fcZ.  to  6|c/.  for  ordinary  American,  and 
7§cZ.  to  7fc/.  per  gallon  for  water-white.  Turpentine  has 
moved  between  50s.  6c/.  and  51s.,  closing  at  50s.  9c/.  for 
American  on  spot. 

Opium. — The  market  has  been  quiet  in  view  of  the 
holidays  both  here  and  in  Smyrna.  Prices  are,  however, 
firm,  and  in  view  of  the  small  stocks  there  is  little  business 
to  be  done. 

Smyrna,  May  10. — Owing  to  the  Greek  and  Armenian 
holidays  no  business  whatever  has  been  transacted  in  opium. 
A  speculative  buyer  was  on  the  market  for  two  or  three  cases, 
but  hitherto  no  seller  accepted  his  slightly  lower  figure  of 
lis.  Id.  for  usual  run  t.q.  of  about  10£  to  10|  per  cent.  Five 
cases  of  picked  Karahissar,  however,  have  been  sold  to  a  Con- 
stantinople firm  at  a  high  figure,  equivalent  to  about  12s.  per 
lb.,  c.i.f.  London.  American  buyers  are  still  holding  off  the 
market,  but  sooner  or  later  they  must  come  on  the  market 
for  a  large  supply.  Of  late  the  weather  has  been  favourable 
to  the  opium-plantations.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date 
amount  to  3.219  cases,  against  1,501  at  same  period  last  year. 

Smyrna,  May  11. — Up  to  the  present  the  dulness  of  the 
market  has  had  no  effect  on  the  five  or  six  important  dealers 
who  hold  almost  the  entire  supply  in  Smyrna ;  small  specu- 
lators, however,  are  becoming  uneasy,  and  show  an  inclina- 
tion to  realise  even  though  they  grant  slight  concessions.  For 
the  moment  the  market  is  almost  at  a  standstill,  although  it 
is  known  that  several  large  orders  (200  cases  for  May)  have 
been  received.  No  business  has  been  transacted  during  the 
past  week,  and  there  have  been  no  arrivals.  The  reports  in 
regard  to  the  growing  crops  at  the  important  producing 
centres  are  more  promising,  and  the  following  figures  are 
given  as  an  estimate  : 

Cases 

Vilayet  of  Aidin.  Koniah,  Hudavendikian     ...  3,300 

Vilayet  of  Salonica  1,400 

Villayet  of  Sivas,  Angora,  Mamuret    1,500 

6,200 

If  the  weather  continues  favourable  until  the  crop  has  been 
gathered  (it  will  be  some  fifteen  days  late),  these  figures  may 
be  exceeded.  The  stocks  amount  to  1,920  cases,  as  follows: 
Smyrna  1,000,  Salonica  180,  Constantinople  240,  and  the  in- 
terior 500  cases.  Buyers  and  sellers  may  be  guided  by  the 
above  summary,  but  the  fact  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  that 
the  course  of  the  market  depends  almost  entirely  on  America. 

Smyrna,  May  17. — Our  market  has  been  again  very  quiet, 
with  not  a  single  transaction.  Weather  continues  favourable 
for  the  poppy-plantations,  but  rain  and  cool  weather  is  re- 
quired to  develop  the  spring-sown  plants. 

Pepper. — The  spot -market  is  steady,  with  a  small  business 
at  4|c/.  to  4fc/.  per  lb.  for  greyish  to  fair  Singapore,  and 
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for  distant  shipment  sellers  ask  4JJi.,  c.i.f.  The  market 
for  white  on  the  spot  is  also  steady  at  6|rf.  for  fair  Singapore, 
and  for  arrival  April-June  shipment  has  been  sold  at  6^d. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  June-August  at  6 fad.,  and  August-October 
at  6y^d.,  c.i.f. 

Phenacetin  is  firm  in  consequence  of  a  temporary 
shortage  of  raw  material,  which  causes  delay  in  delivery  ; 
from  2s.  lOd.  to  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  is  quoted,  according  to 
quantity. 

Quinine. — Business  continues  at  a  standstill,  the  quota- 
tion for  best  brands  of  German  sulphate  from  second-hands 
remaining  at  l^d.  per  oz.  rather  buyers.  A  few  cash  sales 
were  made  previous  to  the  holidays  at  slightly  below  this 
figure. 

At  the  quinine-auction  held  at  Amsterdam  on  May  10,  the 
1,4174  kilos.  B.P.  sulphate  and  the  400  kilos.  Ed.  IV.  were  all 
bought  in. 

The  exports  of  "  quinine,  quinine  salts,  and  combinations" 
from  Germany  during  the  three  months  ending  March  1907 
amounted  to  61,300  kilos.,  valued  at  1,655,000m. 

Saffron  is  quiet  and  unchanged  at  from  33s.  to  34s.  per  lb. 
net  for  B.P.,  the  higher  figure  being  for  finest  Valencia. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  at  the  Crutched  Friars  ware- 
house since  the  auctions  amount  to  16  bales  of  grey  Jamaica, 
25  bales  of  native  Jamaica,  and  about  9  bales  of  Lima 
Jamaica.  A  little  grey  Jamaica  is  obtainable  from  second- 
hands  at  2s.  Id.  per  lb. 

Senega. — Small  sales  have  been  made  at  2s.  2d.  net  on 
spot. 

Shellac. — Spot  business  has  been  extremely  limited,  but 
prices  are  firm,  good  standard  TN  orange  being  worth  214s. 
Good  and  fine  orange  marks  are  almost  inactive  at  from  230s. 
to  240s.  spot.  A  C.  Garnet  is  quoted  200s.  and  G.A.L. 
187s.  6d.  spot.  Button  lac  is  difficult  to  move  and  common 
resinous  parcels  are  cheaper.  For  arrival  business  has  been 
done  in  TN  at  193s.  to  194s.  c.i.f.,  and  July- August  ship- 
ment at  186s.  to  187s.  c.i.f.   Futures  are  firm  but  quiet. 

Strophanthus. — The  exports  from  Chinde  in  1906  were 
five  tons  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  four  tons  to  Germany. 

Turmeric. — Small  sales  of  Cochin  split  bulbs  have  been 
made  at  12s.  6d.  per  cwt.  spot. 

Wahoo-bark  of  root  is  offered  more  freely  in  New  York 
and  in  producing-districts,  and  quotations  are  lower  at  from 
43c.  to  45c.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Japan,  is  steady  on  the  spot  at  61s.  6d.  to  62s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  for  good  squares. 

Russian  Rose  Oil. 

For  the  production  of  rose  oil  and  rose-water  the  inhabitants 
of  Eastern  Trans-Caucasia  are  cultivating  a  special  variety 
of  very  odoriferous  semi-double  rose  of  Persian  origin  ;  but 
at  the  same  time  in  several  estates  special  plantations  of 
Kezanlik  roses  have  been  made  which  have  been  got  from 
the  Kezanlik  valley.  These  plantations  of  greater  or  less 
areas  are  to  be  found  near  Raevsk  and  Tremyuksk,  also  in 
the  Panatchevsk  property,  where  they  cover  one  and  a  half 
dessiatines  (1  =  2.8  acres),  and  near  Gelendzhik,  in  the  Krinitz 
settlement,  on  the  Beklemyssheff  estate,  near  New  Athens. 
At  the  latter  place  there  is  a  factory  for  the  preparation  of 
essential  oils,  also  rose-water,  which  has  been  sold  in  Moscow 
at  lOr.  per  pood,  and  rose  oil  which  sold  abroad  at  115r. 
per  lb.  The  chief  plantations,  however,  are  to  be  found  on 
the  Kachetinsk  appanage  estates  at  Naparoula,  which  were 
established  in  1898  over  an  extent  of  6  dessiatines.  Here  also 
a  factory  was  installed  for  the  production  of  rose  oil, 
the  quality  obtained  being  excellent.  The  products  of  this 
factory  have  sold  as  follows :  Oil,  average  200r.  per  lb. 
(0.9  lb.  Eng.),  and  rose-water  lOr.  per  pood.  There  are  also 
small  plantations  of  Kezanlik  roses  to  be  found  in  other 
districts  of  Trans-Caucasia. 

Camphor-cultivation. 

It  is  stated  from  Ceylon  that  the  camphor-seed  now  being 
imported  is  germinating  satisfactorily.  Mr.  Kelway  Bamber's 
explanation  being  that  the  seed  is  freshly  gathered.  The 
yield  is  in  November,  and  as  the  seed  does  not  keep  more  than 
about  four  months  it  is,  in  his  opinion,  useless  to  import  it 
between  April  and  December.  Mr.  H.  N.  Ridley,  director 
of  the  Singapore  Botanic  Gardens,  when  in  Ceylon  recently, 
stated  that  camphor-cultivation  in  the  Straits  Settlements  is 
being  taken  up  with  considerable  enthusiasm  by  planters,  but 
he  does  not  encourage  it,  as  he  believes  Japan  has  too  great  a 
control  of  the  industry.    Mr.  Ridley  has  been  able  to  obtain 


camphor-seed  in  large  quantities,  and  has  distributed  it  among 
those  who  wanted  it. 

Soudan  Rubber. 

Sir  R  Wingate,  in  reporting  on  the  affairs  of  the  Soudan, 
states  that  experiments  are  being  conducted  in  the  grow- 
ing of  rubber  [Landolphia  owariensis)  at  Wau.  Rubber 
produced  from  these  vines  and  treated  with  citric  acid  has 
been  submitted  to  brokers,  whose  opinions  show  that  it  is  as 
good  as  any  rubber  on  the  market.  It  has  not  yet  been  de- 
finitely proved  that  Para  rubber  will  grow  in  the  Soudan,  and 
the  productivity  of  Landolphia  vines  still  remains  to  be  shown. 
Recent  explorations  show  that  the  Bahr-ol-Ghazal  Province 
contains  more  rubber-vines  than  was  at  one  time  believed. 

Japanese  Camphor  Statistics. 

During  the  year  1906  the  income  derived  from  the  Japanese 
camphor-monopolv  amounted  to  1,174,889  ven,  compared  with 
731,592  yen  in  1905  and  705,395  yen  in  1904.  The  yield  of 
crude  camphor  and  oil  in  Japan  during  the  past  two  yoari 
has  been  as  follows : 


Monopol3-  Office 


Kagoshima 
Nagasaki 
Kuinamoto 
Fukuoka 
Kobe  ... 


Total 


1905 

1906 

Crude 

Oil 

Crude 

Oil 

Kin 

214.066 
95.G35 
103,145 
103,358 
£4,223 

Kin 
247,835 
138.888 
112  3P0 
89.F01 
63,94° 

Kin 
280  489 
125,315 
135,150 
U5,4?0 
120,359 

Kin 
316,279 
177,?44 
143,429 
114,220 
91,610 

600,397 

652,£62 

776,743 

842,782 

The  production  in  Formosa  from  1903  to  1905  is  as  follows : 


1903 

1904 

1905 

Kin 

Kin 

Kin 

Camphor   

3,720.263 

3,389,723 

2,809,1?0 

CEMnphor  oil  

2,690,229 

2,720,272 

2,544,261 

The  amount  exported  during 
Formosa  and  Japan  is  as  follows: 


From 


1S05 


1S06 


Kin 

Yen 

Kin 

Yen 

Tamsui   

1,667,000 

1,559,475 

1,140,500 

2,168,197 

Keelung   

1,265.460 

1.191.20? 

958,850 

f4°,535 

Kobe  

2,284,794 

2,566,233 

3,444,907 

2,349,778 

•  Total   

5,207,244 

5,316,910 

5,544,257 

5,367,510 

The  following  figures  show 

the  destination  of  the  exports  in 

1905  and  1906 : 

1S05 

1S06 

Kin 

Yen 

Kin 

Yen 

China  

25,182 

28.985 

5,388 

5.785 

Hong  Kong  

10.187 

14.077 

1,536,619 

1,457,114 

Corea   

284 

346 

F6 

£0 

Strait 8  Settlements... 

10.560 

15,894 

36,325 

36  205 

British  India  

377.790 

543,116 

718,030 

£07,027 

Philippine  Islands  ... 

2,132 

3,579 

485 

612 

French  India  

151 

247 

Dutch  India  

397 

634 

41 

51 

Siam   

128 

245 

304 

441 

Franco  

575.F19 

573,175 

993/33 

947,f68 

England   

2,178.262 

2,091,973 

35S,??6 

356/51 

Germany   

£8.761 

115,012 

223.847 

22,841 

Belgium   

227 

382 

Italy   

756 

1,202 

United  States 

1,907.2CO 

1.8F2.911 

1, 625  131 

1,497.265 

Canada                "  ... 

14.F63 

20.487 

21.157 

23,714 

Australia   

14.411 

23,917 

20,161 

26,271 

Hawaii...   

343 

575 

353 

722 

Other  countries 

91 

153 

801 

1,253 

Total   

5,207,244 

5,316,910 

5,544,257 

5,367,510 

The  average  price  in  1906  was  102  yen  per  100  kin,  against 
97  yen  in  1905.  In  the  first  year  of  Meiji  refined  camphor  wai 
only  worth  about  16  yen,  but  in  the  thirtieth  year  it  had  risen 
to  50  yen,  and  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  to  88  yen  per  100  kin. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes- 
day cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted." 


Letters  in  Brief. 

Needs  the  "  C.  &  D." — "  I  have  been  joining  forces  for  some 
time  with  a  trade  friend,  but  now  find  it  necessary  to  keep 
a  file  of  your  good  things  for  future  reference."  So  writes  a 
subscriber.  (274/23.) 

Protected  Prices. — Chemist  (112/56)  mentions  several  in- 
stances in  which  customers  have  complained  to  him  that  they 

-have  bought  protected  articles  at  lower  rates  than  his,  which 
are  the  minimum  prices  fixed  by  manufacturers  (P.A.T.A. 
and  otherwise).    He  adds:  "I  am  convinced  by  the  number 

"of  customers  who  tell  me  they  can  buy  protected  articles  at 
cut  prices  that  there  must  be  a  lot  of  cutting  going  on.  I 
am  aware  the  P.A.T.A.  would  say  that  if  I  could  get  par- 
ticulars they  would  take  steps  to  stop  cutting,  but  many 
customers  will  not  argue  the  point,  but  simply  go  out  without 
purchasing,  which  is  the  best  proof  that  they  can  buy  cheaper. 
Although  I  should  be  perfectly  willing  to  subscribe  to  the 
P.A.T.A.  if  I  thought  prices  could  be  protected,  I  am  satis- 
fied that  if  I  could  sell  all  goods  at  my  own  price  I  should 
be  more  in  pocket  than  I  am  by  the  aid  of  so-called  protec- 
tion." In  a  later  letter  he  gives  fresh  experience  of  the  same 
trouble,  and  invites  expression  of  opinion  from  his  confreres. 

Invoices,  etc.,  by  Post. 
Sir, — May  we  plead  with  your  correspondents  to  bear 
■  with  "the  patented  contrivances"  for  a  little  while?  It 
is  largely  a  matter  of  habit,  and  we  think  that  in  a  very 
short  time  recipients  will  become  quite  used  to  opening 
such  papers  without  damage  to  either  the  paper  or  to 
finger-nails.      Mr.    Holmes  referred   to   dilapidation  in 
'transit.    We  can  only  speak  of  our  own  experience,  and 
we  frequently  have  statements  returned   (customers  do 
.sometimes  remove  and  forget  to  leave  their  new  address) 
which  have  done  the  double  journey  in  quite  creditable 
condition.    If  your  correspondents  knew  the  relief  in  a 
large  and  busy  office  of  not  needing  to  address  a  few  hundred 
envelopes  each  day  and  a  few  thousand  at  the  beginning  of 
.each  month,  they  would  forgive  much. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Mile  End,  E.  N.  W.  Mitchell  &  Sons,  Ltd. 

Calcium  Chloride  on  Hoads. 

Sir, — I  observe  from  the  newspaper  reports  that  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  has  decided  to  expend  about  3,000?. 
on  treating  some  of  the  roads  with  calcium-chloride  solu- 
tion, with  the  object  of  abating  what  is  called  the  "  motor- 
dust  nuisance."  Is  anything'  known  of  the  action  of  calcium 
chloride  on  hoofs  and  feet  ?  I  know  that  the  corrosive  effect 
of  the  solution  on  the  skin  is  quite  apparent.  Considering 
the  serious  complaints  that  have  arisen  from  the  use  of 
sodium  chloride  on  tramway  lines  in  winter,  it  might  be  well 
to  be  cautious  with  the  application  of  calcium  chloride  to 
dusty  roads.  Yours,  etc., 

Edinburgh,  May  21.  D.  B.  Dott. 

A  Question  of  Weight. 
Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  in  what 
position  a  retailer  stands  in  selling  to  an  inspector  of  weights 
and  measures  a  packet  of  cotton-wool,  labelled  as  16  oz., 
which  contained  13  oz.  only,  interleaved  with  3  oz.  of  paper  ? 
as  I  have  found  that  supplies  obtained  from  different  houses 


vary  from  13  oz.  to  14^  oz.  to  the  pound;  and,  on  taking  the 
matter  up  with  a  manufacturer,  he  wrote  me  as  follows  : 
The  charge  is  made  for  interleaving  or  press-rolling,  and 
the  trimming  from  the  edges  of  the  rolls  is  fully  made 
up  by  interleaving  with  tissue,  which  I  can  assure  you  is 
not  given  me  for  nothing,  and  I  have  obtained  pound  packets 
from  other  manufacturers,  and  they  only  just  turned  the 
scale  with  interleaving  and  without  outside  wrapper,  and 
I  have  every  reason  to  believe  this  is  recognised  in  the 
trade. 

If  the  above  be  correct,  the  sooner  16  oz.  of  wool  is  given 
to  the  pound,  even  if  the  supplying  of  the  paper  increases 
the  price,  I  think  the  better. 

Yours  truly, 

Bournemouth,  May  22.  W.  Bland  Botham. 

"Benefits  Forgot." 

Sir,— Generally  speaking,  I  agree  with  your  leaders  in 
matters  pharmaceutical ;  but  with  the  obvious  aim  of  your 
remarks  in  the  current  issue  under  the  above  heading  I 
am  entirely  out  of  sympathy.  That  you  should  twice 
attempt  in  one  leaderette  to  keep  chemists  from  joining 
the  Society  is  a  thing  which  I  find  it  difficult — in  the  face  of 
all  the  facts — to  understand,  unless  there  is  something  which 
I  wot  not  of  behind  it.  I  scarcely  like  to  mention  one  idea 
or  two  which  passes  through  my  mind,  that  one,  e.g.,  that 
there  is  a  possibility  that  when  in  the  future  a  man  takes 
the  "Journal"  he  might,  don't  you  know,  give  up  the 
C.  &  I).  That  would  be  at  least  awkward  for  somebody, 
wouldn't  it  ?  Upon  the  general  onslaught  you  make  upon 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  upon  the  alleged  facts 
which  you  say  its  President  has  overlooked,  I  shall  have 
something  to  say  later  on  if  (when  you  have  cleared  the 
air)  you  will  allow  me  to  do  so.  Meanwhile  it  strikes  me 
as  being  just  a  little  bit  amusing  that  you  should  assume 
the  grandmotherly  role  of  assuring  the  President  "that 
chemists,  by  their  examination-fees,  have  not  only  paid 
for  their  examination  and  registration,  but  have  provided 
for  the  administration  of  the  Act  in  all  respects." 

Yours  faithfully, 

Birkenhead,  May  20.  A.  E.  Breeze. 

[There  was  nothing  in  our  article  to  give  rise  to  these 
assumptions,  but  Mr.  Breeze  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  "  at  the  supper  of  the  Birkenhead 
and  Wirral  Chemists'  Association  last  week,  and,  in  the  course 
of  his  speech,  said  : 

When  one  contemplates  what  the  Society  could  have  done  had  it 

had  the  moral  and  financial  support  of  those  9,500  chemists  on  the 

register  who  have  abstained  from  becoming-  members,  it  fills  one 

with — if  I  may  use  the  expression — just  indignation. 

We  seem  to  have  spoiled  this  poetry  by  showing  (for  another 
reason)  that  the  Society  has  received  financial  support  from 
the  very  chemists  whom  Mr.  Breeze  afterwards  described  as 
"short-sighted."  We  humbly  apologise  for  upsetting  his 
equanimity  on  that  point,  and  may  also  assure  him  that  the 
President  is  able  to  look  after  himself. — Editor.] 

£5  "Patent"  Limit. 
Sir, — A  few  weeks  ago  you  said  the  letters  on  this  subject 
had  "  an  air  of  finality,"  but  there  can  be  no  finality  until 
we  get  it  altered.  By  reducing  that  limit  to  10s.,  20.?.. 
30^. ,  or  40s.,  according  to  the  packing  and  carriage  expenses 
needed  to  distribute  the  various  patents,  each  chemist 
would  be  placed  in  the  same  independent  position  as  he  held 
forty  years  ago  in  regard  to  rhubarb  pills,  Hamilton's  pills, 
etc.  All  these  items  were  quasi  patents,  and  bore  a  good 
profit,  but  each  chemist  made  them  (or  bought  them)  in 
quantities  to  suit  his  sale,  and  he  never  dreamt  of  substi- 
tuting a  "  just  as  good."  The  need  for  branch  shops  will 
tend  to  disappear  when  we  can  buy  smaller  lots  :  and  busi- 
nesses will  have  a  chance  when  up  for  sale  to  find  pur- 
chasers more  readily  because  the  stock  of  patents  will  be 
200/.  less  (in  many  shops),  and  perhaps  the  stocks  of  drugs 
and  sundries  also  ;  but  at  present  every  business  for  sale 
seems  to  have  8001.  to  1,000/.  stock  alone  ;  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  find  many  men  in  the  drug-trade  who  have  saved 
such  sums,  and  parents  are  chary  of  lending  big  sums  to 
sink  in  the  pill-trade.  Get  that  5/.  limit  done  away  with, 
and  you  will  take  many  men  out  of  debt  to  their  bankers  : 
businesses  will  change  hands  more  readily,  and  chemists 
will  be  as  eager  to  lay  in  (and  keep  in)  small  stocks  of  all 
good  saleable  patents  as  they  were  in  the  days  of  Hamilton's 
and  rhubarb  pills.  Mr.  Elliman  and  other  "  patent  "- 
makers  have  never  perhaps  taken  time  to  think  that  what- 
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ever  conduces  to  the  security  and  safety  of  10,000  chemists 
would  be  the  best  possible  policy  for  them  to  adopt.  They 
all  seem  to  overlook  the  fact  that  the  natural  sequence  to 
big  adverts,  and  big  public  demand  is,  surely,  satisfied 
agents  to  keep  and  push  and  sell  that  article.  Then  why 
neglect  the  10,000  chemists  ?  Quite  half  of  them  at  present 
are  unwilling  agents.  Mutual  benefit  is  the  only  basis  of 
any  lasting  arrangement.    Who  is  it  who  said  ? 

We  all  desire  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number 
done ; 

But  the  greatest  number  is  understood  to  be  alwayB 
Number  One. 

Jay  Mack. 

Stray  Thoughts. 
Sir, — Everybody  knows  the  difficulty  with  corks  when 
used  for  bottles  containing  mucilage;  how  they  invariably 
either  refuse  to  be  removed  or  break  in  the  attempt  to  spite 
you  maybe.  By  soaking  them  in  glycerin  the  difficulty 
ceases,  and  the  effect  is  conducive  to  more  equable  temper. 
But  how  to  deal  with  the  glass  stopper  and  liquor  potassas 
is  another  matter.  I  find  the  best  way  is  to  have  a  short 
glass  rod  or  a  thick  glass  tube  closed  at  each  end,  and  with  a 
knob-like  top.  Then  fit  on  a  short  piece  of  black  rubber 
tubing,  and  all  trouble  ceases  with  liquor  sodae,  liquor 
potassoe,  liq.  calcis  saccharatus,  alcoholic  potash  and  soda, 
the  alkaline  solution  of  Fehling's  mixture,  Nessler  solution, 
solution  of  albumen,  and  very  many  others  which  are  an 
endless  source  of  what  might  prove  an  amusement  to  the 
man  who  had  nothing  to  do  and  who  was  desirous  of  doing 
it  very  well. 

I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  allow  me  to  call  attention 
to  what  I  believe  would  be  a  useful  thing  for  workers  in 
chemistry  and  pharmacy.  When  processes  are  given  and 
the  use  of  solutions  is  referred  to,  would  it  not  be  better  if 
all  would  use  the  normal  system  of  strength  ?  To  illustrate  : 
the  B.P.  is  a  grave  offender  in  this  matter,  for  under  ferri 
phosphas  it  is  stated  that  "  each  gram  dissolved  in  hydro- 
chloric acid,"  etc. ;  and  under  ferri  arsenas,  "  Each  gram 
.  .  .  in  an  excess  of  sulphuric  acid  diluted  with  water." 
Another  example  also  illustrates  a  double-barrelled  incon- 
sistency under  ferri  carb.  sacch.  "  Each  gram  ...  in 
excess  of  warm  Concentrated  Phosphoric  Acid  and  diluted 
with  water."  Naturally  one  asks,  How  much  of  these 
solvents,  and  why  italics  in  some  cases  and  not  in  others  ? 
It  would  be  better  to  say  "10  c.c  of  decanormal  hydro- 
chloric acid  with  20  c.c  of  water"  in  the  first  and 
similarly  in  all  the  cases.  Assayers  of  drugs  are  much  too 
fond,  in  describing  their  processes,  of  using  percentage 
strengths  with  or  without  the  qualifying  letters  w/v.  It 
would,  I  feel  sure,  in  this  case  also  be  better  to  say  "  20  c.c. 
of  normal  soda,"  etc.  And  all  this  would  necessitate  varia- 
tions of  the  qualifying  prefix.  For  this  the  printer's  plan 
would  be  good — not  decinormal,  nor  semi-decinormal,  nor 
demi-semi  ditto,  but  decimo-normal,  vicesimo-normal 
(viginti-normal  is  bad),  and  quarto-normal,  thus  using  the 
ablative  case,  masculine  (or  neuter)  gender,  of  the  Latin 
ordinal  adjective.  Personally  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
true  origin  of  deci  and  centi  and  milli  of  the  decimal  system 
as  used  for  the  weights  and  measures,  which  have  resulted 
in  at  least  one  abortion  which  has  received  the  very  am- 
biguous name  of  "mil."  Yours  faithfully, 

Abel  Scholar. 

The  P.S.  Compendium. 
Sir, — When  the  idea  of  the  Compendium  was  first 
mooted,  I  was  informed  on  good  authority  that  the  main 
motive  of  the  aggressive  and  indefatigable  inventor  was  to 
flout  the  General  Medical  Council,  and  show  that  body  that 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  could  produce  something  better 
and  more  popular  than  the  authorised  version.  As  time 
went  on  it  was  deemed  advisable  as  a  diplomatic  move  to 
invite  the  Conference  to  walk  into  the  Compendious  parlour, 
and  then,  when  the  magnum  opus  is  on  the  eve  of  completion, 
it  is  duly  announced  that  by  adopting  the  title  "B.P. 
Codex  "  and  the  initials  "  B.P.C."  the  Conference  is  super- 
seded, and  the  work  magnified  by  appropriating  the  name 
generally  applied  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  France.  I  am  told 
that  the  book  contains  a  considerable  amount  of  colourable 
imitation,  the  B.P.  monographs  being  discernible  among 
the  counterfeits.  From  a  legal  point  of  view  one  needs  to 
be  careful  in  compiling,  but  perhaps  this  interesting  omnium 
gatherum  has  not  been  quite  fairly  represented,  and  we 


817 

v 

should  suspend  judgment  until  opportunity  arrives  of  full 
perusal.  Yours,  etc., 

B.  P.  C.  (124/59.) 


Dispensing  Notes. 


Extemporaneous  Easton. 
Sir, — The  prescription  of  your  correspondent  "J.  W." 
(C.  <k  D.,  May  18,  p.  777)  contains  double  the  amount  of 
quinine  and  iron  compared  with  Easton's  syrup,  so  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  right  to  substitute  Easton's  syrup  for  the 
preparation  prescribed — however  messy  that  may  be. 

Yours  faithfully, 

George  Roe. 

An  Examination  Problem. 
Sir, — Would  you  be  kind  enough  to  insert  the  following 
prescription  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  ?— 

Ammon.  carb.    gr.  iij. 

Ammon.  iodid.    gr.  v. 

Syr.  tolu., 

Syr.  scillse    aa.  mxv. 

Pinheroin  ad  3J. 

Mitte  xvj. 
Sig. :  jj.  pro  re  nata. 

I  would  like  to  know  if  at  an  examination-table  one  would- 
bo  justified  in  using  2  dr.  of  water  to  dissolve  the  salts,  or 
would  you  require  to  dissolve  them  in  the  syr.  tolu.,  etc.  ? 

Verordndng.  (115/41.) 

[The  best  plan  in  a  case  of  this  kind  is  to  regard  the  examiner 
as  the  prescriber,  and  before  compounding  the  prescription 
point  out  to  him  the  difficulty,  and  how  it  can  be  surmounted. 
In  all  likelihood  he  will  tell  the  candidate  to  use  his  own 
judgment  in  the  matter,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  mixture 
is  dispensed  will  be  valued  accordingly.] 
An  Arsenic-mixture. 

Sir, — About  two  months  ago  we  received  this  prescription  : 
Liq.  sodae  arsen.     ...       ...       ...  m.xxxvj. 

Acid,  nitric,  dil  jij. 

Aq.  ad  Jvj. 

One-twelfth  part  to  be  taken  in  a  little  water,  after  the  three 
meals  and  for  three  weeks. 

Now  this  mixture  has  been  returned,  minus  three  or 
four  closes,  with  the  information  that  it  is  not  correct, 
and  has  caused  some  discomfort.  We  are  sure  it  has 
been  dispensed  correctly,  except  that  distilled  water  was 
not  used.  The  appearance  of  returned  mixture  was  clear, 
with  quinine  tint,  and  a  somewhat  floceulent  sediment  on 
standing.  The  taste  is  peculiar,  not  very  strong  in  acid, 
not  as  strong  as  a  sample  mixture  we  have  just  prepared, 
but  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  considering  the  age  of  the 
returned  mixture.  Our  idea  was  that  the  nitric  acid  acted  on 
the  glass  of  the  bottle,  or  at  least  on  a  metal  used  in  the 
composition  of  the  glass,  setting  free  hydrogen,  which  has 
combined  with  the  arsenic  of  the  soda-salt  forming  arseniu- 
rctted  hydrogen.  Yours,  etc., 

Nitric  Acid.  (106/61). 

[We  have  compounded  this  with  distilled  and  tap  water, 
and  have  had  it  under  observation  for  two  weeks,  but  no 
observable  change  has  occurred.  Of  course,  in  presence  of 
nitric  acid  arsemous  acid  is  changed  to  arsenic  acid,  and  this 
with  some  unknown  contributory  cause  may  account  for  our 
correspondent's  difficulty.] 

An  Incompatible. 


Ferri  quin.  cit.    gr.  iij. 

Liq.  sodii  arsenit   miij. 

Liq.  strychnines    n\ii j. 

Spt.  ammon.  arom   mxx. 

Syr.  zingib   35s. 

Aquam  ad    ,5s3- 

Mitte  Jviij. 
T.d.s.  ex  aq.  post  cibos. 


F.  H.  It.  (280/34)  asks:  "Should  the  above  be_  dispensed  J 
If  so,  should  it  be  suspended,  and  what  is  the  precipitate?  " 

[The  precipitate  is  quinine  and  strychnine.  Mix  all  the  in- 
gredients, except  the  sal  volatile  and  2  oz.  of  the  water.  Mix 
these,  and  add  to  first  mixture  and  give  one  shake.  The 
syrup  should  suffice  to  divide  the  precipitate  sufficiently  to 
prevent  agglutination.] 


Legal  Queries. 


K.  B.  (120/72). — If  you  engage  an  accountant  to  collect 
accounts,  and  no  special  agreement  is  entered  into  as  to  non- 
payment of  his  fees  in  the  event  of  his  not  collecting  any 
money,  you  are  bound  to  pay  his  charges. 
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L.  P.  S.  I.  (122/19). — The  question  as  to  the  sale  of  vermin- 
killers  in  Ireland  does  not  arise  from  the  ease  to  which  you 
refer,  as  in  the  Poisons  Act  (Ireland)  every  compound  con- 
taining any  of  the  poisons  mentioned  in  the  Poisons  Schedule, 
when  prepared  or  sold  for  the  destruction  of  vermin,  is  in 
Part  2  of  the  schedule.  It  is  customary,  though  not  obliga- 
tory, for  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  registered  druggists  in 
Ireland  to  make  an  entry  in  the  poisons-book  of  vermin-killers 
containing  Part  1  poisons. 

Anxious  (120/71). — If  a  late  employer  of  yours  maliciously 
gives  anyone  a  false  statement  in  regard  to  your  character, 
you  have  cause  of  action  for  damages  against  him,  but  this 
can  only  be  done  by  proceedings  in  the  High  Court.  If  you 
claim  more  than  50/.  that  would  be  a  serious  matter  for  you, 
seeing  that  you  have  no  money  to  fight  the  action,  and  you 
should  in  every  instance  in  which  you  apply  send  copies  of 
the  testimonials  which  you  had  up  to  the  time  of  entering  his 
employment. 

Eadax  (120/47). — So  far  as  the  "off"  wine-licence  is  con- 
cerned a  licensee  may  sell  quinine-wine  of  any  strength  he 
desires;  but  care  must  be  taken  to  ensure  that  proceedings 
cannot  be  instituted  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
when  a  wine  weaker  than  the  official  one  is  sold.  A  statement 
in  regard  to  the  strength  of  the  wine  should  be  put  upon  the 
label,  and  the  fact  mentioned  when  the  wine  is  sold. 

W.  P.  K.  (123/73).— The  new  Dentists  Bill  will  not  prevent 
unqualified  persons  from  performing  dental  operations.  It 
applies  solely  to  the  practice  of  companies. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


C.  H.  C.  F.  (113/30). — We  answered  your  inquiry  re  liq. 
carnis  in  the  C.  cfc  D.,  April  27,  p.  658,  and  the  previous  issue 
(p.  657)  contained  the  formula  for  ether  soap. 

Beeswax  (110/32). — Typewriter  Ink. — These  generally  have 
as  a  basis  a  mixture  of  glycerin  (2  parts)  and  oleic  acid 
(1  part),  with  a  small  proportion  of  essential  oil,  but'  as  you 
wish  specially  to  avoid  glycerin  the  following  basiB  of  the 


Higgins  type  should  be  employed: 

Castor  oil    2  parts 

Creosote  or  carbolic  acid   1  part 

Oil  of  cassia   1  part 

Oil-soluble  anilin  colour   1  part 


Moncton  (Yokohama)  (117/26). — We  do  not  know  of  any 
book  which  gives  lists  of  chemicals  used  in  the  various  indus- 
tries. By  referring  to  technical  dictionaries  such  a  list  could 
be  readily  compiled. 

Unbeaten  (111/68). — We  have  replied  so  often  lately  to  re- 
quests for  face-creams  that  we  must  ask  you  to  consult  recent 
indexes  or  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas." 

Digitalis  (107/19). — (1)  Cholera  or  Black  Head  in  Fowls. — 
In  this  disease  the  comb  becomes  black  and  the  fowls  have 
excessive  diarrhoea.  Our  correspondent  has  tried  various 
remedies  without  effect.  The  disease  is  highly  infectious,  and 
generally  attacks  all  the  fowls  in  a  yard.  It  is  regarded  as 
incurable,  and  the  flesh  of  the  fowls  is  unfit  to  eat.  The 
carcases  should  be  burnt,  and  the  coops  and  runs  thoroughly 
disinfected  and  lime-washed.  (2)  Cleansing-drench  for  Cow 
after  Calving  : 

Pulv.  camphorse    3j. 

Pulv.  ergotae    3j. 

Pulv.  zingiberis    3j. 

Pulv.  potass,  nitrat.    3ss. 

Magnes.  sulphat   3xvi. 

Mix  with  a  quart  of  warm  water,  and  give  as  one  dose. 

J.  C.  W.  (113/45).— Astringent  Tooth-powder.— The  fol- 
lowing resembles  your  sample : 

Precipitated  chalk  10  oz. 

Powdered  orris-root    1  oz. 

Powdered  oak-bark    1  oz. 

Powdered  quillaia   ^  oz. 

Oil  of  cassia  10  minims 

Oil  of  cloves  10  minims 

Mix. 

Indian  (Barbados)  (104/27). — The  Water-softener  in  silky 
crystals  is  the  "  Crescent  "  brand  scsquicarbonate  of  soda. 

;  Americus  (104/58)  and  BlacJcley  (108/19)  are  informed  that 
it  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  column  to  furnish  analyses  of  pro- 
prietary articles. 


/.  A.  H.  (106/54). — The  Cremometer  is  a  cylindrical  glass 
vessel  in  which  the  proportion  of  cream  contained  in  milk 
is  measured.  The  upper  part  is  divided  into  spaces, 
each  representing  one  hundredth  part  of  the  total  volume, 
up  to  the  highest  line.  Milk  is  poured  in  up  to  the  top  mark 
and  allowed  to  rest  for  six,  eight,  twelve,  or  twenty-four  hours, 
the  volume  of  cream  shown  being  an  approximate  measure 
of  the  quality  of  the  milk.  A  good  milk  should  throw  up 
about  10  per  cent,  of  its  cream  in  eight  hours.  In  regard  to 
your  question  as  to  the  percentage  of  cream  in  milk  no 
definite  answer  can  be  given,  but  we  may  point  out  that  in 
the  Laval  and  Danish  milk-separators  30  to  40  per  cent,  of 
cream  is  shown.  Such  a  degree  of  separation  cannot,  how- 
ever, bo  obtained  by  standing  milk  in  a  cremometer. 

P.  F.  W.  (99/64).— "  Practical  Agricultural  Chemistry,"  by 
F.  D.  S.  Robertson  (Bailliere,  7s.  6tf.),  may  suit  you,  although 
the  information  is  rather  condensed. 

D.  G.  (110/58). — Case-hardening  Iron. — Ferrocyanide  of 
potassium  is  the  basis  of  nine-tenths  of  the  case-hardening 
powders  in  use  at  the  present  day.  We  cannot  find  that  fluor- 
spar is  employed  for  the  purpose. 

Sivrup  (111/35).  —  Colouring  Steel  Blue.  —  This  is  clone 
either  by  tempering  or  staining.  In  tempering  the  article  is 
made  bright  and  gradually  heated,  the  colour  passing  through 
various  shades  till  at  277°  C.  a  purple  is  obtained,  at  288°  C. 
light  blue,  at  293°  C.  dark  blue,  at  316°  C.  blackish  blue. 
The  most  successful  staining-process  is  that  of  Pascher,  but 
as  the  colours  vary  according  to  the  time  of  immersion  some 
practice  is  needed  before  success  is  attained.  The  solution, 
which  is  used  hot,  is  thus  made  : 

Lead  acetate         ...       ...       ...    50  grains 

Sodium  thiosulphate    50  grains 

Water    5  oz. 

P.  M.  M.  (112/14). — It  is  a  waste  of  time  to  send  anonymous 
inquiries. 

Hermit  (116/15). — Killing  Weeds  in  Lake. — The  best 
chemical  method  is  by  the  addition  of  copper  sulphate  to  the 
water,  as  proposed  by  Drs.  Moore  and  Kellerman  in  one  of 
the  bulletins  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  The 
amount  of  copper  sulphate  to  be  used  varies  from  1  in  2,000 
to  1  in  10,000,000,  but  1  in  1,000,000  may  be  taken  as  a  strength 
that  is  fatal  to  all  forms  of  algse.  The  copper  sulphate  is  put 
into  a  gunny  sack  and  attached  to  the  stern  of  a  boat,  the  boat 
being  then  slowly  rowed  backwards  and  forwards  until  the 
salt  is  dissolved.  The  only  other  method  is  the  mechanical 
one  of  detaching  the  weeds  with  scythes,  and  removing  them 
to  the  banks  of  the  lake. 

0.  F.  (100/16).— Turmeric-stains.— Use  an  alkali  to  remove 
turmeric-stains  from  linen.  The  colouring-matter  of  turmeric 
is  also  soluble  in  ether. 

W.  J.  (109/21). — You  do  not  say  what  the  tablets  are  used 
for.  so  that  we  cannot  judge  whether  it  would  be  worth  our 
while  to  examine  them. 

IV.  J.  J.  (117/19). — One-soltjtion  Hair-dye. — The  following 
is  a  recipe  not  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas";  it 
produces  a  good  dye,  and  is  not  expensive : 

Copper  chloride    2,200  grains 

Distilled  water    11  oz. 

Ammonia  (.880)    5  oz. 

Mix,  and  add  gradually,  with  constant  stirring,  to  a  solution 
of — 

Pyrogallic  acid    3,000  grains 

Hydrochloric  acid   ...  22^oz. 

Distilled  water    32  oz. 

Next  stir  in — 

Ammonia  (.880)    6|  oz. 

followed  by — 

Hydrogen  peroxide  (20-vol.)     ...      16  oz. 
Finally,  make  up  to  1  gal.  with  distilled  water,  and  keep 
in  a  wide-mouth  jar,  exposed  to  the  air,  for  at  least  fourteen 
days,  stirring  occasionally. 

Compo  (26/4). — Paint-remoter. — This  is  a  sample  of  the 
solvent  variety  of  paint-remover  to  which  reference  was  made 
in  the  C.  <£•  D.,  March  9.  p.  400.  These  are  generally  a  mixture 
of  paraffin  wax  with  benzol,  acetone,  bisulphide  of  carbon, 
fusel  oil,  wood  spirit,  and  turpentine.  Your  sample  seems 
to  contain  acetone,  fusel  oil,  and  benzine. 

Tara  (110/13). — (1)  The  Sale  of  Spectacles.— We  have 
several  times  lately  replied  to  similar  queries  such  as  yours; 
see,  for  instance,  the  C.  &  D.,  January  19,  p.  101.  We  note 
what  you  say  about  "  passing  cases  of  astigmatism  on  to  an 
oculist,"  but  you  will  find  on  taking  up  the  study  of  the 
subject  that  it  would  bo  foolish  to  impose  upon  yourself  such 
a  limitation,  seeing  that  it  is  not  difficult  to  perform  the 
tests  for  astigmatism,  and  that  that  error  of  refraction  is 
verv  common.  (2)  Alum  is  used  for  dressing  the  ends  of 
birds'  wings  destined  for  decorating  bonnets. 


